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LANGUAGE FOR “BUFFALO”

There is a rich diversity of Indigenous words for plains buffalo (or bison). Table 1. provides a
sampling of many of those words for the Canadian portion of the Great Plains.

Table 1. Indigenous words for plains buffalo (credit: Christian Artuso)

Niitsi’powahsin

iinii (plains buffalo)

https://dictionary.blackfoot.atlas-ling.ca

(Blackfoot)

A'aninin (Atsina, byiih (female), https://native-languages.org
Gros Ventre) eneecee (male)

Neéhiyawéwin paskwawimostos https://creedictionary.com
(Plains Cree)

Anishinaabemowin | mashkode-bizhiki https://ojibwe.lib.umn.edu
(Ojibwe)

Michif (southern
Métis)

lii bufloo

https://metismuseum.ca/michif dictionary.php

Michif (Cree

paskwaw moshtosh

https://metismuseum.ca/northern_michif dictionary.php

makoce (Nakoda)

(male), tataga

Michif)
Dakhétiyapi pte (female), tatanka | https://dictionary.swodli.com
(Dakota) (male), tatanka
ikceka
Lakhotiyapi pte (female), https://glosbe.com/en/lkt
(Lakota) tﬁatﬁaqka (male)
Tyahé Nakon pte (female), mnoga | https://dictionary.stoneynakoda.org

Tstut’ina Gindha
(Sarcee)

xani-tm

http://tsuutinagunahainstitute.com

Ktunaxa (Kutenai)

kamququKu# ?iyamu

https://firstvoices.com/ktunaxa

The Wild Buffalo Summit was gifted a name by Elder Charlie Fox of the Kainai Nation — iinnii
kom moi tan — it embodies the struggle against a strong current for buffalo.

To honour that gift and Charlie’s direction to respect the Indigenous Peoples where we all work,
it is important to recognize all the languages that describe this cultural and ecological keystone

species.
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1. Buffalo Treaty

The Buffalo Treaty is foundational to guiding the work of buffalo rematriation across Turtle
Island.

Treaty

Creator gave us many gifts and teachings to survive this world. One of those teachings is
everything is interrelated. In the Indian practice, the interrelated world is realized through Treaty-
making with all my relations.

RELATIONSHIP TO BUFFALO

Since time immemorial, hundreds of generations of the first peoples of the FIRST NATIONS of
North America have come and gone since before and after the melting of the glaciers that
covered North America. For those generations, BUFFALO has been our relative. BUFFALO is
part of us and WE are part of BUFFALO culturally, materially, and spiritually. Our on-going
relationship is so close and so embodied in us that Buffalo is the essence of our holistic eco-
cultural life-ways.

PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVE OF THE TREATY

To honor, recognize, and revitalize the time immemorial relationship we have with BUFFALO, it
is the collective intention of WE, the undersigned NATIONS, to welcome BUFFALO to once
again live among us as CREATOR intended by doing everything within our means so WE and
BUFFALO will once again live together to nurture each other culturally and spiritually. It is our
collective intention to recognize BUFFALO as a wild free-ranging animal and as an important
part of the ecological system; to provide a safe space and environment across our historic
homelands, on both sides of the United States and the Canadian border, so together WE can
have our brother, the BUFFALO, lead us in nurturing our land, plants and other animals to once
again realize THE BUFFALO WAYS for our future generations.

PARTIES TO THE TREATY

WE, the undersigned, include but not limited to BLACKFEET NATION, BLOOD TRIBE,
SIKSIKA NATION, PIIKANI NATION, THE ASSINIBOINE AND GROS VENTRE TRIBES OF
FORT BELKNAP INDIAN RESERVATION, THE ASSINIBOINE AND SIOUX TRIBES OF FORT
PECK INDIAN RESERVATION, THE SALISH AND KOOTENAI TRIBES OF THE
CONFEDERATED SALISH AND KOOTENAI INDIAN RESERVATION, TSUUT’INA NATION,
along with other nations.

ARTICLE | - CONSERVATION

Recognizing BUFFALO as a practitioner of conservation, WE, collectively, agree to: perpetuate
conservation by respecting the interrelationship between us and ‘all our relations’ including
animals, plants, and Mother Earth; to perpetuate and continue our spiritual ceremonies, sacred
societies, sacred languages, and sacred bundles to perpetuate and practice as a means to
embody the thoughts and beliefs of ecological balance.
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ARTICLE Il - CULTURE

Realizing BUFFALO Ways as a foundation of our ways of life, We, collectively, agree to
perpetuate all aspects of our respective cultures related to BUFFALO including customs,
practices, harvesting, beliefs, songs, and ceremonies.

ARTICLE Il - ECONOMICS

Recognizing BUFFALO as the centerpiece of our traditional and modern economics, We,
collectively, agree to perpetuate economic development revolving around BUFFALO in an
environmentally responsible manner including food, crafts eco-tourism, and other beneficial by-
products arising out of BUFFALQ’s gift to us.

ARTICLE IV - HEALTH

Taking into consideration all the social and health benefits of BUFFALO ecology, We,
collectively, agree to perpetuate the health benefits of BUFFALO.

ARTICLE V - EDUCATION

Recognizing and continuing to embody all the teaching we have received from BUFFALO, We,
collectively, agree to develop programs revolving around BUFFALO as a means of transferring
intergenerational knowledge to the younger and future generations and sharing knowledge
amongst our respective NATIONS.

ARTICLE VI - RESEARCH

Realizing that learning is a life-long process, We, collectively, agree to perpetuate knowledge-
gathering and knowledge-sharing according to our customs and inherent authorities revolving
around BUFFALO that do not violate our traditional ethical standards as a means to expand our
knowledge base regarding the environment, wildlife, plan life, and the role BUFFALO played in
the history, spiritual, economic, and social life of our NATIONS.

ARTICLE VII - ADHESION

North American Tribes and First Nations, and NATIONS, STATES, AND PROVINCES may
become signatories to this treaty providing they agree to the terms of this treaty.

ARTICLE VIl - PARTNERSHIPS AND SUPPORTERS

WE, collectively, invited NON-Governmental organizations, Corporations and others of the
business and commercial community, to form partnership with the signatories to bring about the
manifestation of the intent of this treaty. Organizations and Individuals may become signatories
to this treaty as partners and supporters, providing they perpetuate the spirit and intent of this
treaty.

ARTICLE IX — AMENDMENTS

The treaty may be amended from time-to-time by simple majority of the signatories.
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2. Executive Summary

We heard in the sixteen interviews conducted about a spectrum of what is considered “wild”, and a
strong level of support for finding large spaces for wild plains buffalo to return to — as large and as
wild as possible. However, we also heard that any return of plains buffalo to their homeland is
positive, and that smaller scale and less-wild efforts are also important — to build capacity in First
Nations for buffalo keeping, to educate publics and reduce myths and fears, and to create a larger
coalition of support for local, context-specific progress. The feeling is that this momentum can lead
to significant policy changes and a move to larger and larger spaces for wilder and wilder plains
buffalo. A key theme across all discussions is the need to move from dialogue to action: to continue
building capacity and Indigenous-led infrastructure and governance, to strengthen coordination, and
to identify pilot projects to demonstrate what is possible on the ground.

According to those interviewed, opportunities for plains buffalo rematriation exist through the many
Indigenous-led efforts to bring plains buffalo home; through building Indigenous capacity for
“keeping” buffalo; and by building infrastructure and governance models to promote coordination.
Other opportunities include innovations in land management and fencing technology; and
opportunities to leverage provinces through Treaty rights litigation and tools such as Indigenous
Protected and Conserved Areas. Additionally, we heard about opportunities created by new federal
funding; opportunities for greater public education; and opportunities to work with local people on
finding local solutions to rematriating plains buffalo in the handful of spaces available for large-scale
wild herds.

We also heard about barriers to rematriation, including access to land; competition with the cattle
industry; policy and regulatory frameworks; lack of capacity within Indigenous communities; and
jurisdictional and governance complexities making coordination a challenge.

We heard that the geographic areas suitable for large-scale wild rematriation are limited. The area
we heard about most often in the interviews was the corridor in southwestern Alberta that could
connect the lands of the Blood Tribe with Waterton National Park and across the US border to
Glacier National Park and the Blackfeet Reservation. We also heard about potential for progress in
southwestern Manitoba and in Suffield and Wainright military bases.

In terms of existing resources and gaps, the most often cited gap was the lack of a centralized
“one stop” hub for governance, coordination, information sharing and leadership. The creation of a
Canadian version of the InterTribal Buffalo Council in the United States was something supported by
many. Also raised were gaps in research or communication tools to demonstrate the compatibility of
plains buffalo and cattle sharing grazing grounds, Indigenous-tailored resources for educating on
buffalo keeping, and the exploration of financial incentives for ranchers to support plains buffalo on
Crown leases.

Finally, we heard that the socio-economic and ecological impacts of rematriating plains buffalo
include contributions to Indigenous food sovereignty, community health and cultural revitalization.
Ecologically, a return of the keystone species of the prairies was seen as critical to maintaining
prairie ecosystems. Buffalo rematriation was also seen as a potential pathway to reconciliation, as
Indigenous and non-Indigenous partners work together on this common goal.
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3. Context

In preparation for the second Wild Buffalo Summit, to be held in Saskatoon on May 13 and 14,
interviews were conducted with 16 people involved with or interested in plains buffalo rematriation.
Interviews were conducted from late January to March 2026 by Summit Coordinator Rhett Sangster,
together with the Alberta Wilderness Association’s Cliff Wallis.

The 16 people interviewed represent diverse perspectives and experiences, coming from four
different Treaty areas (Treaties 2, 4, 6 and 7), and serving roles in academia, ranching, law, non-
governmental organizations and federal, provincial, First Nations and Métis government
departments. The full list of those interviewed can be found in Appendix A.

The themes we heard in the interviews are presented here in five sections: opportunities, barriers,
geographic areas of interest, existing resources and gaps, and socio-economic and ecological
impacts.

4. Opportunities

A central opportunity for plains buffalo rematriation lies in the considerable momentum for
Indigenous-led efforts grounded in cultural revitalization. Many communities view plains buffalo
not as an economic asset, but as a relative - integral to identity, governance, and ways of life.
Rematriation efforts are seen as pathways to reconnect with land, revitalize cultural practices, and
strengthen community well-being.

We heard about the importance of the Buffalo Treaty, with its growing list of signatories, which aims
to “restore the buffalo to the land, the people and our way of life”.

We learned that 25 First Nations in Saskatchewan currently have buffalo or are working to bring
them back. Similarly, we heard from Metis Nation Saskatchewan about their efforts to keep buffalo
at Batoche and to expand into Lebret, as a way to provide cultural teachings and promote food
security.

Similar stories of First Nations and Metis communities obtaining and managing buffalo herds were
told from our Alberta and Manitoba interviewees. Many of the Indigenous-led rematriation efforts are
on the less-wild end of the spectrum, as Indigenous people work to slowly increase their land
holdings and capacity. Participants noted however how these efforts could also support the
development of larger, wilder herds, with ideas raised of creating larger intertribal lands, or corridors
between First Nations. Indigenous leadership will also be essential in efforts to establish wild herds
in larger areas such as Waterton, Suffield, or southwest Manitoba.

Much of the discussion around supporting First Nation’s efforts to rematriate plains buffalo relates to
building Indigenous capacity and infrastructure.

We spoke to the International Buffalo Relations Institute (IBRI) about its efforts to provide technical
capacity and expertise for First Nations wanting assistance with plains buffalo. They assisted

Mosquito First Nation to get approvals by the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) in bringing
plains buffalo from the United States. They are working with the authors of a book to be released in
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May about best-practices in buffalo keeping and hope to build that into a curriculum that could be
offered at an educational institution for credit. They have also been working with the National Circle
for Indigenous Agriculture and Food (NCIAF) and others on a gathering of First Nations buffalo
“keepers” in June, to promote networking and learning among those doing the work on the ground.
While these capacity building efforts are early in their development, they are encouraging.

There is also growing potential to build infrastructure and governance for greater
collaboration and partnership. Several participants highlighted the possibility of developing a
Canadian equivalent to the InterTribal Buffalo Council (ITBC), in partnership with IBRI and NCIAF, to
support coordination, capacity building, and advocacy. Existing relationships between First Nations,
Métis organizations, conservation groups, and governments provide a foundation on which to build.

In addition, the work of Mosquito First Nation to build infrastructure and expertise for quarantining
animals as part of the CFIA process, was highlighted as a potential opportunity for Mosquito to be
the “Fort Peck of Canada”, as a place specializing in managing the quarantine, handling and
transfer of plains buffalo arriving from the United States. In general, examining the institutions in
place to support plains buffalo rematriation in the United States was promoted as a way to develop
equivalent infrastructure in Canada.

Innovations in land management and technology also present new opportunities. Approaches
such as virtual fencing, rotational grazing informed by knowledge of the bison’s seasonal needs,
and the use of fire as a land management tool can support more natural plains buffalo movement
while addressing concerns about containment and land use compatibility. Reduction of fencing and
increased traditional land management were seen as important goals for conservation of all forms of
wildlife.

Treaty rights and ongoing litigation also provide an opportunity to leverage provinces to halt
development and negotiate conservation frameworks. Tools such as Indigenous Protected and
Conserved Areas (IPCAs), reserve creation, or other tools under the Indian Act could be used by
First Nations to provide increased land bases for bison rematriation. We heard that the legal
foundations for change already exist through case law, but that continued provincial inaction
remains a challenge.

Another important opportunity to advance plains buffalo rematriation is through public education
and narrative change. There is a clear need to challenge misconceptions about plains buffalo,
particularly regarding disease transmission and coexistence with cattle. It is thought that
demonstration projects, pilot sites, and visible herds can help normalize plains buffalo presence and
build broader public support.

Along these lines, some interviewees advocated for finding opportunities to work locally to find
context-specific solutions, rather than (or in addition to) focusing on provincial or national policy and
legislative change. They argued that large-scale legislative change may be slow, and that there is
potential to advance incremental policy shifts by assessing local contexts and working with local
people to address specific barriers and opportunities. We heard of local grazing officials approving
land use for plains buffalo after concerted efforts to build local relationships and trust. According to
this train of thought, plains buffalo rematriation will succeed or fail at the local level.

Wild Buffalo Summit March 2025 7



Finally, an important opportunity is the announcement in December 2025 of new financial
resources available to support bison rematriation efforts. The Indigenous Prairie Bison Initiative
(IPBI) is a 3-year (2025-2028), $5-million initiative funded by Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada
(AAFC) and Indigenous Services Canada (ISC). Housed in NCIAF, it “supports the restoration of
bison as an economic, environmental, and cultural asset for Indigenous communities across the
Prairies.” While we have not yet spoken with officials managing this initiative, we have exchanged
emails and hope to have them with us at the Summit in May.

5. Barriers

Those interviewed identified a number of challenges to rematriating plains buffalo. The primary one
is land access and fragmentation. Prairie landscapes are heavily divided by private ownership,
and agricultural/grazing leases. This creates both practical and political challenges for establishing
large, connected habitats necessary for wild plains buffalo. In many cases, First Nations have
limited land bases, making it difficult to have the scale needed to support large wild herds without
partnerships or new land access mechanisms. We heard that smaller areas of land for plains buffalo
usually leads to the need for more management or “keeping” of the buffalo, through the provision of
feed and water.

Closely tied to land is competition with the cattle industry. We heard that ranchers operate within
tight economic margins and rely on stable, long-term access to grazing land. As a result, the
introduction of plains buffalo is often perceived as a direct threat to livelihoods.

This concern is reinforced by longstanding biases and misconceptions, including fears that plains
buffalo are difficult to contain, will damage infrastructure, carry disease, or compete aggressively for
forage. These perceptions are compounded by a lack of trust, with some ranchers concerned that
plains buffalo rematriation efforts are a “sneaky backdoor” way to reduce their land access over
time.

We also heard concerns about cross-breeding between plains buffalo and cattle, and the fear of
creating less “pure” plains buffalo if the two animals are allowed to graze the same areas.

Policy and regulatory frameworks also present significant challenges. plains buffalo outside of
parks are classified provincially as livestock rather than wildlife. We were told that this creates
complications related to liability, insurance, disease control, and animal management.

We also heard that federal processes, particularly those involving the Canadian Food Inspection
Agency, are extremely cumbersome for cross-border transfers of plains buffalo. The absence of a
clear and enabling policy framework for wild plains buffalo, including the stalled recognition of plains
bison under federal species-at-risk legislation, further limits progress.

Another key barrier is capacity within Indigenous communities. While interest in plains buffalo
rematriation is high, we were told that many communities lack access to training, infrastructure, and
technical support. This is compounded by a lack of culturally relevant resources; most existing
materials are designed for commercial ranching rather than cultural, ecological, or food sovereignty
objectives.
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We also heard:

o about community issues that constrain Indigenous capacity, including the prevalence of opioid
addictions in some communities serving to prevent young people from engaging in buffalo
keeping.

¢ how plains buffalo had in the past become a divisive political issue within Nations.

¢ while First Nations and Metis have a spiritual and kinship relationship to bison, that the role of
buffalo “keepers” is new to First Nations and Metis and is a role that is evolving. Traditionally,
Indigenous people hunted plains buffalo, they did not keep them in herds. So there is a need for
knowledge sharing, community building and long-term capacity building, to ensure the “keeping”
is done in a culturally appropriate and sustainable way.

Finally, we were told about jurisdictional and governance complexities. Overlapping traditional
territories among First Nations and Metis have led to conflict and mistrust in some areas. And the
lack of a home for Indigenous leadership in promoting wild plains buffalo was seen as a significant
barrier. Without an ITBC-like organization, which can advocate for the plains buffalo independently
of political leadership, it was argued that coordination and effective coalition-building will be difficult.

6. Geographic Areas of Interest

We heard that options for rematriation of large-scale wild plains buffalo herds are limited. There
simply are not a lot of large pieces of intact prairie grasslands that remain. Interviewees advised us
to assess carefully each of the handful of places where wild rematriation is possible, and to work
with local people to address the specific local barriers and opportunities.

One of the areas most discussed in the interviews was the potential for an plains buffalo corridor
spanning territory in southwest Alberta of the Blood Tribe and Waterton Lakes National Park,
across the Canada-United States border to Glacier National Park and the Blackfeet Indian
Reservation. We heard that an MOU on the issue is being worked on between the Blood Tribe and
the municipality of Cardston but we did not learn about its current status.

We also learned about possibilities in southwest Manitoba, with the existence of large community
pastures, and momentum building around a rights-based, Dakota-led grasslands and plains buffalo
rematriation movement. We hope to explore this possibility further in the coming weeks.

Suffield and Wainright military bases were also mentioned as possibilities for wild plains buffalo,
with large areas of native prairie in place and the existence of a wildlife preserve at Suffield. Further
investigation is needed to get an up-to-date reading on the status of these efforts.

In southern Saskatchewan, Grasslands National Park was consistently identified as a leading
example of large-scale prairie rematriation, with existing plains buffalo herds and suitable habitat.
We understand that the east block of the park does not yet have plains buffalo.

Prince Albert National Park was also noted for its wild herd and efforts to manage relations with
neighbours if and when the plains buffalo wander outside the Park limits.
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Finally, participants raised the possibility of identifying and mapping new potential corridors and
connected landscapes, including future intertribal lands or corridors between First Nations,
possibly combined with Crown or conservation lands, IPCAs and privately held lands. More work is
needed here to identify potential opportunities.

The areas above as well as additional potential lands are discussed further in the following section.
3.1 High Potential Sites
Figures 1 to 3 show potential for plains buffalo rematriation in different contexts.

The contexts include provincially, nationally, and privately conserved lands; extensive natural
habitats; large Department of Defence Land blocks; some including National Wildlife Areas;
Indigenous Reserves/lands; and Environmentally Significant Areas (Alberta).

Native grasslands will be some of the most important areas for plains buffalo rematriation but forest
fringe areas in the Rocky Mountains, Aspen Parkland, and southern Boreal Forest are also
important.

In addition to the large areas, there are many lands where there is a mosaic of existing protected
areas, private land conservation, and Indigenous Reserves and lands that could be explored for
plains buffalo rematriation.

It is important to note that there has been no consultation with Indigenous Peoples about plains
buffalo rematriation to most of these lands although some areas are being advocated for
rematriation or such efforts are already underway by Indigenous Peoples and conservation NGOs.

All rematriation work must be done in a collaborative manner working with local communities in
voluntary efforts that address community concerns and opportunities.

The large blocks are not the only areas where plains buffalo rematriation has occurred or is
proposed. There are many Indigenous Peoples involved in this work.

The large numbers shown on the map are sites where

a. there is significant existing biophysical and land administration potential for plains buffalo
rematriation; or

b. where it has already taken place on lands that represent some of the larger and more
connected natural habitat blocks remaining on the Northern Great Plains of Canada.

These large numbers refer to the following general areas:
1. Southwestern Alberta—there are plains buffalo herds on the Kainai lands as well as at Waterton

Lakes National Park.

There are large blocks of native grassland, including provincially protected areas, on the Milk
River Ridge to the east and open montane habitats to the north in other protected areas such as
the Bob Creek Wildland Provincial Park and Black Creek Heritage Rangeland where the
Foothills Bison Restoration Society has been advocating for the rematriation of plains buffalo.

Wild Buffalo Summit March 2025 10



There are extensive natural habitats under conservation easement through NGOs such as the
Nature Conservancy of Canada and Southern Alberta Land Trust and other private landowners
have expressed commitments to conserve native habitats. There are free-ranging plains buffalo
on the Blackfeet Reservation immediately to the south in Montana.

2. CFB Suffield, Alberta—there used to be a small display herd at the town of Ralston. There is a
large National Wildlife Area on the east side of the base.

There have been recent discussions with the Alberta Wilderness Association, the base, and
Environment and Climate Change Canada about potential plains buffalo rematriation in this
area.

There are extensive native grasslands, environmentally significant areas, the South
Saskatchewan River canyon, and provincially protected areas.

3. Grasslands National Park, Saskatchewan—there is a free-ranging herd of plains buffalo in the
West Block and there is extensive native grassland and connections to wild grasslands in the
Bitter Creek area of Montana to the south. Fire, and cattle and plains buffalo grazing are being
used to maintain biodiversity.

4. Cypress-Sage Creek of southeastern Alberta and Prairie Pastures of southwestern
Saskatchewan—this is part of the largest block of native grassland on the Northern Glaciated
Plains and includes extensive Key Biodiversity Areas, Environmentally Significant Areas,
provincially protected areas, a National Wildlife Refuge, and private conservation lands. There is
a herd of plains buffalo at Old-man-on-his-back Plateau.

5. Southwestern Manitoba—there are plains buffalo on the Canadian Forces Base Shilo and Sioux
Valley Dakota Nation lands. There are other natural habitats in the region, including provincially
protected areas, that have the potential to expand current plains buffalo populations perhaps on
private and public lands as well as First Nations.

6. Canadian Forces Base Wainwright, Alberta—the original location of Buffalo National Park,
established in 1909, but closed in 1940 and was delisted in 1947. The focus of the park was to
regenerate low populations of plains buffalo. Many of the disease issues that continue to
hamper rematriation efforts were a result of management conducted at the time.

plains buffalo, including those with brucellosis and tuberculosis, were transferred to Wood
Buffalo National Park and other parks during Buffalo National Park’s existence.

The base has a small display herd in the Bud Cotton Buffalo Paddock.

The base is connected to an extensive area of Alberta’s eastern sand plain natural habitats
which are considered environmentally significant. There are provincially protected areas
adjacent and near the base.

7. Prince Albert National Park, Saskatchewan—a well-established (since 1969) free-roaming plains
buffalo herd on the Sturgeon River Plains with some individuals that extended their range over
to eastern Alberta and western Saskatchewan in the McCusker Creek area of Cold Lake Air
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Weapons Range. This is the most northerly herd of free-ranging plains buffalo and is in the
historical transition area between Wood Bison and Plains Bison.

8. Banff National Park, Alberta—a free-roaming herd, fairly recently rematriated with potential to
extend distribution along the Rocky Mountain Front Ranges and adjacent Foothills of Alberta.

9. Elk Island National Park with the adjacent provincially protected Cooking-Lake-Blackfoot
Provincial Recreation Area in the Cooking Lake Moraine--an area with extensive natural

habitats.

Elk Island National Park has been the source of animals for plains buffalo rematriation efforts
across the plains.

Wild Buffalo Summit March 2025
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Figure 1. Commission for Environmental Cooperation Grassland Mapping base. Grassland and other natural habitat conservation is an important
element for plains buffalo rematriation.
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Grassland and other natural habitat conservation is an important element for plains buffalo rematriation.
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7. Existing Resources and Gaps

There is no shortage of activity in the plains buffalo rematriation space, but interviewees say
resources are often fragmented and uncoordinated.

Key organizations, including the International Buffalo Relations Institute, National Circle for
Indigenous Agriculture and Food, and various provincial agencies, are all contributing in
different ways. Financial resources have been provided by the Federal Government to the newly
created Prairie Bison Initiative, and there exist philanthropic initiatives such as the Weston
Family Prairie Grasslands Initiative.

A major gap has been the absence of a centralized “one-stop” hub that provides coordination
and leadership, maps who is doing what, where plains buffalo are located, and what supports
are available. While there is strong interest in creating a national or regional network, there is
not yet a clear entity with the mandate and capacity to fulfill that role.

Other resources include emerging initiatives for buffalo keeper education and knowledge
sharing, including new curriculum development, caretaker gatherings, and forthcoming
publications. However, these efforts are still in early stages. Participants noted the lack of
Indigenous-specific training programs, particularly those that integrate cultural knowledge
with practical herd management.

Another gap identified was in defining safeguards for Indigenous knowledge. While
Indigenous people are open to sharing their knowledge, there is a concern that it might be
watered down, or the source of the knowledge might be lost. Some sort of safeguards could be
put in place to protect this knowledge. Similarly, there was an interest in sharing data among
buffalo keepers, in order to better learn. This also would require agreements on data sharing.

Another gap appears to be clear evidence of the compatibility of plains buffalo and cattle
sharing the same pastures, with fears of cross-breeding and disease still prevalent in the
interviews we conducted. If plains buffalo and cattle could share space, it would open more
opportunities for buffalo and so addressing these concerns is important. The idea was raised of
doing a pilot project or projects with cattle and plains buffalo grazing together.

Finally, we heard that financial margins for ranchers are small and that economic incentives
favour cattle and land conversion over natural habitat conservation or plains buffalo. It was
asked then if creative financial incentives for landowners could help build support within the
ranching community for sharing space with plains buffalo. Incentives could become “stackable
sources of income” for ranchers and could include the provision of wildlife protection funds, free
access to crown leases in exchange for allowing plains buffalo, property tax relief, or a “buffalo
friendliness index”, similar to what is done with birds.
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8. Socio-Economic and Ecological Impacts

Participants consistently emphasized that plains buffalo rematriation offers far-reaching benefits.

From a socio-economic perspective, plains buffalo contribute to Indigenous food sovereignty,
community health, and cultural revitalization. Access to buffalo meat supports local food
systems, while land-based practices - such as harvesting and ceremonies - strengthen cultural
identity and intergenerational knowledge transfer. There are also opportunities for economic
development, including tourism and small-scale commercial activities, though these are
typically seen as secondary to cultural and ecological goals.

Ecologically, plains buffalo are recognized as a keystone species that play a critical role in
maintaining prairie ecosystems. Their grazing patterns, movement, and interactions with fire
contribute to biodiversity, soil health, and water retention. Participants highlighted the potential
for plains buffalo rematriation to support broader ecosystem recovery, including species at risk.

Importantly, many discussions framed plains buffalo rematriation as part of a broader shift
toward Indigenous stewardship and relational approaches to land management. This
includes reintroducing practices such as seasonal movement and fire stewardship, and
recognizing the interconnectedness of species, landscapes, and human communities.

plains buffalo rematriation was also seen as a potential nation-building and reconciliation
pathway, bringing together Indigenous and non-Indigenous partners around shared goals, while
centering Indigenous rights, knowledge, and leadership.

9. Update on Summit Coordination

The Wild Buffalo Summit Team has been meeting weekly since the last week of January. The
Summit Coordinator was hired in late January and began work by pulling together themes and
potential actions from the first Summit report, as well as from notes of the Team’s retreat in
October 2025. This information was used to draft a Vision, Mission and Goals for the Team to
consider. Considerable discussion among team members and co-chairs has led to a document
which will lead the intentions of the May Summit.

In addition, the Team has created and discussed a stakeholder map of organizations and rights
holders involved in rematriating wild plains buffalo to the prairies.

From these documents, a list of potential invitees was drawn up, again with input from the
Team, and a first group of priority contacts were identified to receive a “save-the-date” message.
The save-the-date message went out on March 9, 2026 to about 60 contacts and we have so
far received confirmation of attendance from about half of those contacted as well as
expressions of interest from other interviewees and others who have heard about the summit.

We plan to send out a further invitation message, together with a broad agenda, in early April.
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The agenda for May continues to emerge out of conversations we have with the community. We
plan to continue talking to diverse actors in the weeks leading to the Summit, in an effort to
further advance discussions and progress in the lead-up to May. While providing a specific
agenda is not currently possible, we have developed a vision, mission, and set of goals for the
summit, which will provide an important set of intentions from which the agenda will be
organized:

Wild Buffalo Summit, Saskatoon, May 2026, Mission, Vision, and Goals
Indigenous People have always co-existed with plains buffalo on the Northern Great Plains but

are now reinvigorating their relationships with plains buffalo (plains buffalo) and taking on
keeper / guardian / caretaker roles.

The Wild Buffalo Summit was gifted a name by Elder Charlie Fox of the Kainai Nation — plains
buffalo oi-tan — it embodies the struggle against a strong current for buffalo.

To honour that gift and Charlie’s direction to respect the Indigenous Peoples where we all work,
it is important to recognize all the languages that describe this cultural and ecological keystone
species. We pay our respect to the many peoples with whom we are in kinship on these lands,
and we recognize that our relative has many other names, including: iinii, byiih, eneecee,
paskwawimostos, mashkode-bizhiki, lii bufloo, paskwaw moshtosh, tatanka, tatanka ikceka,
thathanka, tataga, pte, mnoga, xani-ti, kamquduku# ?iyamu.

Wild Buffalo Summit Mission:

The Wild Buffalo summit is seeking common ground on rematriating plains buffalo to their
traditional territories in as natural state as possible as part of a larger effort across Turtle Island,
from Canada to Mexico.

Core Vision:

To restore plains buffalo to their lands through Indigenous-led, ceremonial, relational, and
practical pathways — prioritizing the buffalo first, while navigating natural and colonial law, land,
and governance without recreating colonial structures.

This coalition is:
e Relational, Indigenous-led, multi-nation, non-competitive, independent of government

e Focused on a wholistic view of the ecological, economic, cultural, and spiritual
importance on the prairies of the plains buffalo.

Our primary goal is to have more plains buffalo living on their homelands.

The second goal, is that some plains buffalo populations can move more freely on their own
lands, retaining their autonomy, body sovereignty, and natural behaviours.

Participants in the Wild Buffalo Summit coalition work through:
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1. Promoting greater unity and collaboration among the many rights’ holders,
contributors, and governments — to bring back plains buffalo in a good way that benefits
all communities across the prairies.

2. A focus on dialogue and respectful relations. Despite differing ideas and worldviews,
we work together in the recognition of living on the land of plains buffalo and the shared
desire to see them occupying more space on the prairie.

3. The centering of ceremony, community, youth and Indigenous languages in our
work and governance. We respect and follow the ways of the territories on which we
gather.

4. Supporting genetic diversity and Indigenous-led efforts and nationhood on an
international scale through the Trilateral Agreement.

2026 Wild Buffalo Summit Goals

- The Summit in May will bring together key actors and rights holders to promote
knowledge sharing and coordination around bringing plains buffalo back to their
homeland on the prairies.

- The Summit will continue to build understanding and relationships among diverse
communities — a coalition with the shared goal of plains buffalo rematriation.

- The Summit will share information where good work is already underway, preventing
duplication of efforts or competition, and providing a space to understand the aspirations
of Keepers/Guardians/Caretakers in advancing efforts for collaborative and successful
plains buffalo rematriation.

- The Summit will identify actions for:
1. Policy — what is still needed regarding species designation—federal/provincial
2. Places (where are the most contiguous natural habitats / collectives of
Indigenous Peoples and interested landholders interested in plains buffalo
rematriation)
3. Potential governance structures, organizations, and processes that could
help address concerns and aspirations of interviewees and participants.

10. Conclusion

The engagement sessions reveal both the complexity and the promise of wild plains buffalo
rematriation in the Canadian Prairies. While significant barriers remain, particularly in relation to
land, policy, and capacity, there is strong momentum, deep cultural grounding, and a growing
network of partners committed to moving this work forward.

A key theme emerging across all discussions is the need to move from dialogue to action: to
identify pilot projects, strengthen coordination, build capacity, and demonstrate what is possible
on the ground.
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Appendix A: Interviews conducted, January, February and March, 2026:

1. Candice Pete-Cardoso, Wild Buffalo Summit Co-chair, Little Pine First Nation; University
of Saskatchewan, kihci-okawimaw askiy Knowledge Centre, January 23 and February
27

2. Joely BigEagle-Kequahtooway, co-founder of the Buffalo People Arts Institute, February

12

Dan Fox, Blood Tribe Elder, February 15

Christian Artuso, Wildlife Biologist, ECCC, February 16

Ross MacDonald, Saskatchewan Rancher, February 16

Benjamin Ralston, Assistant Professor, University of Saskatchewan College of Law,

February 19

7. Jeremy Hogan, Director of Prairie Grassland Conservation, Nature Conservancy of
Canada, February 19

8. Tasha Hubbard, Wild Buffalo Summit Co-chair, Peepeekesis Cree Nation; University of
Alberta Faculty of Native Studies, February 22

. Cody Spencer, Sweetgrass Bison, February 24

10. Diandra Bruised Head, Manager of Indigenous Learning and Impact, University of
Lethbridge Iniskim Indigenous Relations, February 25

11. Cheyenne lIronman, Sioux Valley Dakota Nation, February 26

12. Kyra Northwest, Board Secretary/Treasurer, International Buffalo Relations Institute
(IBRI), February 26

13. Katira Crow Shoe, Executive Director, International Buffalo Relations Institute (IBRI),
March 3

14. Marg Friesen, Metis Nation of Saskatchewan Minister of Finance, March 16

15. Alvin First Rider, Blood Tribe Land Management Manager, March 17

16. Murray Feist, Government of Saskatchewan, Department of Agriculture, March 19

o 0k w
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Appendix B: Agenda ldeas, March 23, 2026

CEREMONY

e Charlie Fox — as an elder from the first summit making the link to the summit in
Saskatoon; to honor different territories and discuss how to honor

e Pipe Ceremony—early in morning

o Elder Julie Pitzel opens—focus on revitalizing, sharing knowledge with matriarchs

¢ Elder Roland Duquette; open table discussions

INTRODUCTIONS

- Find out why participants have come

- Opportunity to use Padlet in advance of Summit to help in getting to know each other:
https://padlet.com/dv33/let-s-get-to-know-each-other-28aiv8v3|7r6owla

- Potential for pre-summit survey — What do you want to get out of the Summit?

- Opportunity to use real-time interactive surveys like Slido to build participant interaction
(word clouds, etc)

CONTEXT

e BUFFALO TREATY — Paulette (or Tasha) for history and Dr. Leroy Little Bear (what it
means)

e Summary of first report

e Overview of vision, mission and goals

e Scope of summit why we are here

THE WHERE FOR WILD AND KEEPING

o WHERE Map of grasslands — have participants post areas on map—take off borders;
identify where they are from and where they could rematriate or are rematriating buffalo

o identify small and large landscapes

o discuss potential locations for First Nations to work together — intertribal lands or
corridors between Nations

e provide updates on geography identified in pre-Summit meetings — Waterton, Suffield,
SW Manitoba, etc.

THE WHO FOR WILD AND KEEPING PLAINS BUFFALO

e Team members, elders, land techs (3 provinces), including experts, NGOs, governments

e youth, e.g. North Battleford and Saskatoon’s Oskayak High School; FSIN youth group (4
names from Donna; have had workshop with Elder Roland Duquette on buffalo)

e Relevant Federal and provincial committees/agencies—see mind map previously sent

o Caretaking — IBRI — raising awareness of the state of where we are at and where we go
next; ask orgs what their role is on designation of wild, how do they fit into long term
strategy
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GOVERNANCE AND INFRASTRUCTURE

¢ Whatis needed to build Canadian Indigenous-led institutions and infrastructure for plains
buffalo? Canadian ITBC, Mosquito First Nation facilities for quarantine, ongoing keepers
gatherings, etc.

POLICY AND LEGISLATION

e Removing barriers to wild plains buffalo: public lands restrictions, species at risk and wild
designations

OTHER -- PREPARING COMMUNITIES FOR REMATRIATION/TECH INNOVATION

o Kainai have signed MOU with surrounding municipalities
o Virtual fence

ONGOING ROLE OF THE WILD BUFFALO SUMMIT
e Where does this summit go from here? Continue annually?
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APPENDIX C: MIRO MIND MAP OF POTENTIAL PARTICIPANTS AND INFLUENCERS
FOR IINNIl REMATRIATION

Nature Saskatchewan
SK Nature Conservancy of Canada

Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society-Saskatchewan

Alberta Wilderness Association
Nature Alberta, including Grasslands Naturalists
A8 Foothills Bison Restoration Society
Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society-Southern Alberta

Environmental Law Center

ENGOs
Nature Manitoba
Canadian Bison Association ME Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society Manitoba
SK Bison Association Nature Conservancy of Canada
Commercial Bison Producers
Bision Producers of AB Defenders of Wildiife
MB Bison Association American Prairie
Trilateral ECCC/CWS Birds Canada
AAFC, including Indigenous Prairie Bison Initiative PHJV and Jv8
NCIAF
Indigenous Services Canada (ISC) CGRM
Crown-Indigenous Relations and Northern Affairs Canada (CIRNAC) P - 5K
Defence-Suffield, Wainwright, Shilo e B
Elders

COSEWIC and related advisory bodies MB

SK
Parks Canada - SK, MB, AB
CFIA A AB
Leadership
TR M8
First Nations — SK
AB-Indigenous Relations

_— AB

AB-Environment and Protected Areas

SK-Indigenous and Northern Relations
Provincial Governments International Buffalo Relations Institute
SK-Environment

Buffalo Treaty

MB-Environment and Climate Change

Buffalo

Rematriation
Tinnii Initiative

Kihci-okawimaw askiy Knowledge Centre
\ Indigenous Kinship Circle

College of Law SK

% AB-Ranchers

BPA

kinci-okawimaw askiy Knowledge Centre

SSGA? SK-Ranchers Universities

MB- Ranchers

Agriculture community broadly
Grassland Knowledge and Learning Hub AB
RM Association
> Regional Government SK
Rural Municipalities AB |
L Metis — AB
Ms
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Appendix D: Documents Compiled with Relevance for the Summit

The following represent a cross-section of the documentation scanned on websites, scientific
journals and other documentation, including theses, as well as government documents.

It is not considered exhaustive but is relevant in some way to the Canadian efforts to rematriate

wild plains buffalo on the Northern Great Plains.

The documents are arranged by the focus of the report that we considered relevant to the
Canadian situation. Most cover more than one topic and a few are very general in nature,
covering a large number of topics related to plains buffalo.

The following headings for the document folders were used:

Agriculture Focus — Production and Opposition
Area Based

Benefits (in progress)

Disease

Distribution and History

General

Genetics

Grassland Conservation

Indigenous Focus

Plains Buffalo Management

NGOs Involved with Plains Buffalo and Grassland Conservation
Public Opinion

Rematriation

Status

Videos

Websites

Wild Plains Buffalo

Wild Buffalo Summit February 2025

A short summary or key or representative excerpts of the key papers is provided under each
heading. The file name is highlighted in yellow.
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Agriculture Focus — Production and Opposition
1907 Bison Return.pdf
Bring back the bison, says Southern Alberta farmer. 2024.

https://www.thealbertan.com/beyond-local/bring-back-the-bison-says-southern-alberta-farmer-
9217784

Views of a bison rancher in southwest Alberta that go beyond the normal commercial interests
with a respect for the animal.

american prairie controversy.pdf

Battle Over Bison: How the Icon of the American Prairie Became a Political Lightning
Rod. 2026. Rachelle Schrute

https://gearjunkie.com/outdoor/bison-and-federal-grazing

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) issued a Proposed Decision to rescind grazing permits
that allowed the privately owned bison of American Prairie, a Montana-based nonprofit
conservation organization, to graze federal allotments in central Montana.

Critics argue the organization is buying up ranches and locking up working ground. It’s the
entire platform of the “Save the Cowboy” movement.

However, American Prairie counters that it continues to work with livestock producers, leasing
land across 10 of its 12 management units to ranchers who graze roughly 8,000 head of cattle.
The model blends conservation ownership with ongoing agricultural use, though not everyone
accepts (or maybe is unaware) of that balance. The idea that cattle no longer wander these
grounds is false.

The Taylor Grazing Act of 1934 authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to issue permits to graze
“livestock” on designated grazing districts. The statute itself does not define the term.

The federal grazing regulations do, however. In 43 CFR § 4100.0-5, “livestock” is defined as
cattle, sheep, horses, burros, and goats. Bison are not listed in that definition.

bison-with-benefits-towards-integrating-wildlife-and-ranching-sectors-on-a-public-
rangeland-in-the-western-usa.pdf

Bison with benefits: towards integrating wildlife and ranching sectors on a public
rangeland in the western USA. 2015. Dustin Ranglack and Johan T. DuToit. Oryx, 2016,
50(3), 549-554.

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0030605314001197
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The Henry Mountains bison of southern Utah, which are disease-free, share the rangeland with
cattle that are privately owned by individual ranchers and corporations with various economic
goals and environmental values.

From global analyses it is evident that conserving wildlife on rangelands depends on the active
involvement of local communities . . .

FactSheets_Eng_Bison Sturgeon River Plains.pdf

RANCHERS CO-EXISTING WITH WILD PLAINS BISON. n.d. International Model Forest
Network Secretariat.

https://imfn.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/FactSheets Eng Bison.pdf

To reduce the negative impacts of bison, the Plains Bison Stewards encourage and facilitate
conservation actions on private lands, including:

» working with federal and provincial governments for habitat management to encourage bison
use of non-problem areas (provincial or federal lands away from agriculture)

« diverting bison from problem areas before they get there, such as the ongoing construction of
diversionary fences on private land ¢ liaising with compensation programs and helping
landowners submit claims

“We’ve definitely reduced financial loss through our project, we've definitely improved tolerance
of local people, and then definitely brought a lot of international attention” said Vaadeland.

Fears and Fences Social and Material Barriers to Plains Bison on the Canadian
Prairies.pdf

Forrest Hisey, Melissa Heppner & Andrea Olive. 2024. Fears and Fences: Social and
Material Barriers to Plains Bison on the Canadian Prairies, Society & Natural Resources,
https://doi.org/10.1080/08941920.2024.2394941

This paper examines barriers to rewilding on Canada’s prairies in the provinces of Manitoba,
Saskatchewan, and Alberta. Through interviews we asked government and NGO
representatives what prevents bison reintroduction and rewilding. Our results suggest that the
main barriers are social acceptance and material resources. These findings support previous
research in the United States and Europe and provides a foundation for future research that
could include other actors, such as landowners, Indigenous organizations, and industry
representatives.
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Fleischner-Ecological-Costs-of-Livestock-Grazing-in-Western-North-America-September-
1994.pdf

Thomas L. Fleischner. 1994. Ecological Costs of Livestock Grazing in Western North
America. Conservation Biology, Vol. 8, No. 3. pp. 629-644. Stable URL:

http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0888-
8892%28199409%298%3A3%3C629%3AECOLGI%3E2.0.CO0%3B2-N

Is there an ecologically sustainable future for livestock grazing in western North America? This
ultimately is a question of human values, not of science. We must decide how much we really
care about native diversity and ecosystem processes and what we are willing to do to sustain
them. Ecological science and conservation biology have a key role to play in helping society
make a wise decision. Scientific input into grazing issues has come laden with resource
extraction assumptions: one of the primary goals of range management is to maximize livestock
production or to "improve the output of consumable range products". Given this economic
underpinning, the ecological merit of livestock in the West has generally gone unchallenged. It is
time that conservation biologists take a careful look at the most pervasive land use in western
North America and scrutinize the practice described as "the single most important factor limiting
wildlife production in the West" and "one of the primary threats to biological diversity". Whatever
decision society reaches, it will be a wiser, more informed one if the conservation biology
community contributes its insights to the debate.

Heppner_Melissa_Haley _202211_MA_thesis.pdf

Melissa Heppner. 2022. The Role of Canadian Bison Producers in Conserving the Plains
(Bison bison bison) and Wood (Bison bison athabascae) Bison. A thesis submitted in
conformity with the requirements for the degree of Master of Arts, Graduate Department,
University of Toronto.

https://utoronto.scholaris.ca/server/api/core/bitstreams/90f53f95-2431-488a-9752-
b74f30ebf126/content

This project examines the curious tension between conservation and commercial livestock
production in a case study of Plains bison (Bison bison bison) and Wood bison (Bison bison
athabascae) in Canada. Despite a population of nearly 200,000 individuals, bison in Canada are
species of conservation concern as over 90% exist in commercial production rather than for
ecological conservation. Where conservation goals for bison include preserving wildness,
genetic diversity, and ecological function, ranchers typically prioritize profits through artificial
selection and intensive management. However, the Canadian Bison Association (CBA) — an
organization committed to protecting the industry — has taken strides to identify with
conservation. Interviews with CBA representatives and bison ranchers were conducted to
understand the creation of and participation in conservation initiatives, as well as perspectives
on the future of bison in Canada. Overall, the results inform bison conservation and contribute to
the literature on stakeholder values in cross-jurisdictional wildlife conservation.
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Indigenous Prairie Bison Initiative.pdf
Indigenous Prairie Bison Initiative. 2026. Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada. Website.

https://agriculture.canada.ca/en/programs/indigenous-prairie-bison-initiative

The Indigenous Prairie Bison Initiative (IPBI) is a 3-year (2025-2028), scalable $5-million
initiative that supports the restoration of bison as an economic, environmental, and cultural
asset for Indigenous communities across the Prairies.

The objective is: “The initiative supports the conditions for long-term, Indigenous-led bison
stewardship, conservation, and economic development across Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and
Alberta.”

The initiative is jointly funded by Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) and Indigenous
Services Canada through the Strategic Partnerships Initiative.

Ranchers Worry Banff Bison.pdf

Ranchers worry about returning bison to Banff. Barbara Duckworth. 2016. Western
Producer.

https://www.producer.com/livestock/ranchers-worry-about-returning-bison-to-banff/

The major concern is that Plains bison established in Banff National Park will get out of the park
and spread disease to cattle

role of bison ranching in conservation.pdf

Melissa H. Heppner !, Andrea Olive 2. 2024. Technical Note on Bison Conservation and
Bison Ranching in Canada. Rangeland Ecology & Management Volume 94, Pages 74-77.

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.rama.2024.01.012

Conversations with a few members of the Canadian Bison Association suggest that ranching
may support the numerical recovery of Bison but may not support ecological recovery.

While most ranchers express a sense of responsibility toward Bison conservation, the majority
do not participate in the conservation registry.

The collaborative efforts between Bison producers and conservationists may hold the key to
finding a balanced approach that ensure Bison’s long-term survival and ecological significance.
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Rural Sociology - 2024 - Canfield - Saving the Wild or Saving the Cowboy Cultural
Conflict between the Old and.pdf

DOI: 10.1111/ruso0.12572

John Canfield. 2024. Saving the Wild or Saving the Cowboy? Cultural Conflict between
the Old and Nouveau West. Rural Sociology 89(4), 2024, pp. 954-974.

Posters and commenters expressed fears about rewilding, especially bison reintroduction.
Three subthemes stood out: bison-related disease threat, wildlife encroachment, and ranchers'
superior land stewardship.

Ecological threats and environmental knowledge emerge as a second primary theme.

Sturgeon River Plains Bison.pdf
Parks Canada. N.D. Sharing the Plains Bison’s Home on the Range.

http://www.parkscanadahistory.com/wildlife/sar-success-stories/16-e.pdf

Human co-existence with threatened species is possible, but the case of the Plains Bison poses
unique challenges. That’'s why Parks Canada is working with landowners like Mr. Vaadeland
and the Saskatchewan government on a plan to manage the bison as part of a project entitled
“Reconnecting Grasslands, Bison and People.”

After a history of near-extermination, Plains Bison and people are learning to live together again
in and around Prince Albert National Park.
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There_is_Buffalo_Ecocide_A_Meditation_upon_Homecom.pdf

James Hatley. 2019. There is Buffalo Ecocide: A Meditation upon Homecoming in Buffalo
Country. Cultural Studies Review Vol. 25, No. 1.

http://dx.doi.org/10.5130/csr.v24i1.6417

Tired of ‘preservation schemes that keep cropping up’, Cleo Boyce, a rancher living near
Winifred, Montana, has led a movement in which 133 property owners in northern Fergus
County have initiated a ‘negative easement’ to keep bison permanently off their former
homelands on the short grass prairie. The area covered by this action consists of more than
200,000 acres. ‘Cows and bison just don’t mix’, argues Ron Poertner, another rancher in the
Winifred area. ‘The easement goes beyond just talking; it puts meat on the bone and represents
a legally binding means to put bison off limits’.

One can take some heart in the fact that when Montanans are asked in a survey commissioned
by the Defenders of Wildlife in 2014 whether buffalo should be given a chance to reestablish
themselves at least in pockets of their former homelands, two out of three reply ‘yes’.

One cannot fault local farmers and ranchers for denying free public access to land dedicated to
agricultural production, but if the public ends up living in a world from which it is persistently
fenced out, its capacity to know and love the very earth by which its life is sustained is denied it.

In these moments of intimate encounter and learning is being offered the possibility for a mode
of liturgy of an altogether other sort than that precipitated by the historical marker on Route 2,
analyzed above, announcing one’s entry into ‘Buffalo Country’. What was missing there was
precisely the Buffalo, not only as they were, but as they are, and are coming to be.On the
American Prairie Reserve, buffalo are to be found who have been given leave to engage in their
own homecoming on these lands, one that in turn makes the possibility of my homecoming,
even in a time still defined by Buffalo Ecocide, far less shameful and far more inspiring.
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Threatened species label only on public bison herds.pdf

Threatened species label only on public bison herds. 2015. Karen Briere. Western
Producer, May 15.

https://www.producer.com/livestock/threatened-species-label-only-on-public-bison-herds/

The Canadian Bison Association says people should not confuse what a threatened species
designation for wild Plains bison would mean for commercial operations

The federal government has never added Plains bison to its list under species at risk legislation
because it worried about the potential economic impact on private bison ranches.

Canadian Bison Association said bison producers support conservation and the wild
populations, but it’s imperative people understand the difference. All the bison are wild, but they
live in different circumstances, he added.

“We want to work with them to help them achieve their goals, and we also want to work together
so they allow us to achieve our goals,” he said.

“There are concerns that if bison are identified as a threatened species, it may have some
impact on bison trade with the U.S., for example, or other countries.”
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Area Based
DGESM_DGIA__ CFB Suffield Response to AWA Letter signed - Final Mar 7, 24.pdf
Letter from National Defence to Alberta Wilderness Association, March 2024.
In Alberta Wilderness Association files.

DND and CFB Suffield have a strong team of environmental professionals working to deliver
various missions rooted in our DND and Canadian Forces Code of Values and Ethics.
Recognizing that the CFB Suffield NWA was established to conserve important prairie habitat
and contribute to the survival and recovery of grassland species at risk (SAR), DND will
continue to be committed to stewardship activities in and outside the NWA to promote protection
of wildlife, their habitats and SAR, keeping in line with DND and NWA mandates.

In addition, DND is committed to taking continuous and concrete actions towards advancing
reconciliation, with acknowledgement that CFB Suffield is situated on Treaty 7 and Treaty 4
territory. We were pleased to host members of the Siksika, Piikani and Kainai First Nations at
CFB Suffield in October. That gathering was the beginning of what we hope will be an ongoing
respectful relationship with our Indigenous neighbours. We remain open to working with them to
address issues that they may raise about the Base and our shared interests in the land.

Nemeth_Incorporating_Diversity_Bison.pdf

M. Nemeth. 2025. Incorporating Diverse Perspectives into the Sturgeon River Plains
Bison Herd’s Conservation & Management. Department of Anthropology, University of
Saskatchewan.

https://harvest.usask.ca/bitstreams/f8400cf9-f4ba-447d-b003-b6cdb66e011d/download

Describes a project aimed at reducing conflict and supporting plains bison.

The Sturgeon River Plains Bison Herd (SRPBH) is one of only two wild, free-ranging, unfenced
herds still inhabiting plains bison’s original Canadian range. The herd primarily occupies the
sedge meadows and fescue grasslands in the southwestern corner of Prince Albert National
Park (PANP), but seasonally ventures into adjacent landscapes, often causing damage to
infrastructure and crops. Although various initiatives have sought to minimize the bison’s impact
outside the park boundary, their activities continue to be a significant source of local conflict.
Local landowners, eager to reduce property damage, enlist members of nearby First Nations
communities to hunt the foraging bison. This has fostered a relationship that mitigates bison
damage, cultivates social tolerance for the herd, and strengthens Indigenous-bison relations.
However, the herd’s population has significantly declined over the past decade, and differing
views on hunting persist. The future health and sustainability of the SRPBH remain urgent
issues, tied to Parks Canada’s broader plains bison conservation efforts.
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McCusker River 86691-English.pdf
https://pubsaskdev.blob.core.windows.net/pubsask-prod/86691/86691-English.pdf

Saskatchewan Environment and Resource Management. 2000. PRIMROSE LAKE and
McCUSKER RIVER Representative Areas -- Concept Management Plan -- Saskatchewan
Environment and Resource Management.

Notes presence of bison in these areas.

Prince Albert Model Forest SK Bison.pdf

https://imfn.net/plain-bison-protection-treaty-renewing-cultural-and-spiritual-relationships-with-
the-bison-and-the-landscape/

International Model Forest Network. 2017. Plain Bison Protection Treaty: Renewing Cultural and
Spiritual Relationships with the Bison and the Landscape.

The Buffalo Nation to Nation Treaty is a process aiming to facilitate discussions between
Indigenous communities in Saskatchewan to protect and maintain sustainable populations of
bison, as well as strengthen Indigenous cultural and spiritual relationships with the bison.

“Our vision for this initiative is to strengthen support to maintain a healthy population for the
Sturgeon River herd, for future generations, and to renew cultural and spiritual relationships with
the bison and the landscape.”

This treaty, in this case understood as an open and non-binding collaborative initiative, is about
Indigenous communities taking back responsibility and control. It will be up to communities to
decide if they wish to be part of the process, which can unite political power of different
Indigenous communities, lead the restoration of bison populations and possibly help promote
healing of the relationship between Indigenous communities and governments.

Prince Albert Model Forest and Mistawasis Néhiyawak will encourage the involvement of other
Treaty Six Territory members, to support and eventually lead the efforts to maintain the
Sturgeon River herd, as well as strengthen other established and future herds in Saskatchewan.

sr_plains_bison_e.pdf

COSEWIC 2004. COSEWIC assessment and status report on the plains bison Bison bison
bison in Canada. Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada. Ottawa. vi +

71 pp.

https://ecprccsarstacct.z9.web.core.windows.net/files/SARAFiles/legacy/cosewic/sr plains biso
n_e.pdf

Contains map of 2004 distribution of plains bison in publicly owned herds in Canada.
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sr_Plains Bison and Wood Bison_2013_e.pdf

COSEWIC. 2013. COSEWIC assessment and status report on the Plains Bison Bison
bison bison and the Wood Bison Bison bison athabascae in Canada. Committee on the
Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada. Ottawa. xv + 109 pp.

https://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection 2014/ec/CW69-14-379-2014-enqg.pdf

Contains descriptions of 2013 plains bison publicly owned herds in Canada: McCusker River,
Sturgeon River, Grasslands National Park, Elk Island National Park, and Pink Mountain (BC).

These are small (ca. 10- 50 animals), intensively managed herds confined in fenced paddocks.
They are maintained for historical and educational purposes and no attempt is made to manage
them as wild populations. They therefore meet none of the criteria described above. These
include: Riding Mountain National Park (Manitoba), Waterton Lakes National Park (Alberta),
Buffalo Pound Provincial Park (Saskatchewan), and Canadian Forces Base-Wainwright
(Alberta).
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Benefits (in progress)
bison and cattle riparian flint hills.pdf

Bartosz P. Grudzinski, Melinda D. Daniels. 2018. Rangeland Ecology & Management,
Volume 71, Issue 6, November 2018, Pages 783-791.

Bison and Cattle Grazing Impacts on Grassland Stream Morphology in the Flint Hills of Kansas

No significant differences in stream geomorphology were detected between cattle and bison
grazing in riparian areas.

There are not always benefits on every subject area to plains buffalo rematriation and studies
like this are needed to find out the differences between cattle and plains buffalo. This helps in
communicating the differences and similarities of the two grazing animals and understanding
how it may affect management.

FOX_KANSIE_MSC_2024.pdf

APAITSITAPIAKII, KANSIE FOX. 2024. KAINAI / BLOOD TRIBE IINNIl REMATRIATION
RELATIONALITY BETWEEN PRAIRIE SOIL, PLANTS, AND PEOPLE. A thesis submitted in
partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of MASTER OF SCIENCE in
BIOLOGICAL SCIENCE, Department of Biological Sciences, University of Lethbridge,
LETHBRIDGE, ALBERTA, CANADA.

https://opus.uleth.ca/server/api/core/bitstreams/55132e2¢c-b358-41d1-9dfa-
37ac68c2{f00/content

liniiksi (plains bison; Bison bison) are ecocultural keystone species that have coevolved in
sacred reciprocal relationships with Siksikaitsitapi (Blackfoot People) and nonhuman Saokio
(prairie) relatives since time immemorial. The historic decimation of native prairie and liniiksi,
along with the displacement of Indigenous plains peoples, disrupted this web of prairie
interrelationships, creating an imbalance in the grassland ecosystem and the Siksikaitsitapi way
of life. Grounded in Blackfoot Ecological Knowledge (BEK) and Siksikaitsitapi Science (SS), my
research explores interactions amongst soil, plants, and people resulting from linnii rematriation
(the return of sacred ways that centers and restores responsibilities and relationships) to
Kainaissksaahkoyi (Blood Reserve / Kainai First Nation) to offer a path forward for healing these
sacred relationships. | characterized soil and plant communities in nine paired ungrazed and
grazed sites on the Kainai linnii Rangelands two and three growing seasons after linnii returned.
| gathered linnii relational BEK with five Blackfoot Elders and Knowledge Keepers to better
understand the social effects of linnii rematriation. After one year of linnii grazing, there were no
significant differences in soil, plant communities, or the occurrence of traditional plants.Blood
Tribe Land Management (BTLM) can use essential baseline data collected in this study for an
Indigenous-led community-based monitoring program. Synthesizing BEK with Western Science
(WS) provided invaluable insight to reconnect people to linnii and Saokio and guide future linnii
reintroduction and grassland stewardship efforts.
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Kohl_etal_2013_JREM_bisonandcattleecology.pdf

Bison Versus Cattle: Are They Ecologically Synonymous? 20.13 Michel T. Kohl ', Paul
R. Krausman 2, Kyran Kunkel 3, David M. Williams #

http://www.bioone.org/doi/full/10.2111/REM-D-12-00113.1

This study has implications when bison and cattle are used to meet prairie restoration
objectives. For bison, large landscapes that include variation in topography and vegetation
communities are required. Furthermore, limiting manmade water sources may facilitate bison
grazing patterns that more closely approximate historical bison use. For livestock, reduced
movement and increased time spent grazing encourage grazing practices that increase
heterogeneous grazing at a pasture scale.
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Disease
BFC Buffalo Problems Brucellosis and Tuberculosis.pdf

Yellowstone Bison and Brucellosis: Persistent Mythology. n.d. Buffalo Field Campaign.
Website.

https://www.buffalofieldcampaign.org/yellowstone-bison-and-brucellosis-persistent-mythology

Only a small percentage of Yellowstone buffalo are actually infected with brucellosis.
Brucellosis does not have any significant impact on the health of the Yellowstone buffalo.

The risk of transmission from wild buffalo to cattle is tiny, and there is not a single case of this
happening, ever.

Relatively few susceptible cattle graze in the Greater Yellowstone Area, and most are not
present during the time of year when the miniscule transmission potential could occur.

BFC Buffalo Problems cattle threats.pdf
Livestock Diseases. n.d. Buffalo Field Campaign. Website.

https://www.buffalofieldcampaign.org/livestock-diseases

Brucellosis originated in European livestock and was first detected in Yellowstone's buffalo in
1917, after some wild buffalo were fed milk from infected domestic cows.

FACT: There has never been a documented case of a wild, free-roaming buffalo infecting
domestic cattle with brucellosis. Ever. Period.

It is true that some of Yellowstone’s buffalo test positive for antibodies to brucellosis. A positive
test indicates only that the animal has been exposed to the disease, which in many cases
simply means that the animal has acquired disease resistance. Buffalo who test “positive” are
not necessarily infected with the disease or capable of transmitting it to other buffalo—or to
cattle. The already negligible risk of disease transmission is further reduced because:

1. virtually all cattle near Yellowstone are already vaccinated against brucellosis;
2. cattle and buffalo generally do not occupy the same area at the same time, and;

3. transmission occurs via fluids and tissues associated with either a live birth or an
aborted fetus (therefore, bull buffalo, calves, and female non-pregnant buffalo cannot
possibly pose a disease threat, even if they were to come into direct contact with
domestic cattle.
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BFC Buffalo Problems Quarantine.pdf
Quarantine: An Unnatural Selection. n.d. Buffalo Field Campaign. Website.

https://www.buffalofieldcampaign.org/quarantine

Quarantine is based on the false premise that bison pose a risk of transmitting brucellosis to
livestock. Objective science tells us that wild bison have never transmitted the livestock disease
to cattle, while elk--far more prevalent in the ecosystem than bison--have transmitted the
disease on numerous occasions. To accept this quarantine program as valid is to accept the
brucellosis myth and to buy into the livestock industry’s insistence that wild bison should be
slaughtered when they approach Yellowstone’s boundaries.

Highly invasive and completely unnecessary, the buffalo quarantine removes bison calves from
their family groups, confines them in fenced pastures where they are fed hay, and subjects them
to invasive “livestock management practices” for two to four years. We know that approximately
half of all quarantined buffalo are slaughtered during the process, and any survivors are loaded
into livestock trailers and transported to fenced pastures where they live out the remainder of
their lives like domestic cows.

Bienen-and-Tabor-Applying-an-ecosystem-approach-to-brucellosis-control-2006.pdf

Leslie Bienen and Gary Tabor. 2006. Applying an ecosystem approach to brucellosis
control: can an old conflict between wildlife and agriculture be successfully managed?
Frontiers in Ecology and Environment 2006; 4(6): 319-327.

For decades, brucellosis has pitted conservationists against ranchers, as well as against federal
and state government agencies, particularly in Montana and Wyoming. Bison and elk are the
primary wildlife disease reservoirs, and cattle the primary species of agricultural concern. The
authors summarize the disease’s etiology and ecology in wildlife and discuss recent
developments in the sociopolitical landscape and in scientific research that could result in
improved management. Applying some key principles of ecosystem management is crucial to
improving brucellosis control in wildlife.

Brucellosis control policies in wildlife are still being formulated and implemented on the basis of
sociopolitical considerations, rather than on the preponderance of scientific evidence.
Brucellosis is extremely difficult to eradicate in ungulates, a taxonomic group to which it is well
adapted. This, in addition to all the other challenges of managing diseases in wildlife, means
greater attention must be paid to the insights that landscape-scale disease ecology provides.

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/274287854 Applying an ecosystem approach to br
ucellosis control Can an old conflict between wildlife and agriculture be successfully man

aged
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Kilpatrick-Wildlife-livestock-conflict-the-risk-of-pathogen-transmission-from-bison-to-
cattle-outside-Yellowsto.pdf

A. Marm Kilpatrick, Colin M. Gillin, and Peter Dasza. 2009. Wildlife—livestock conflict: the
risk of pathogen transmission from bison to cattle outside Yellowstone National Park.
Journal of Applied Ecology Volume 46 (2): 476-485.

doi:10.1111/].1365-2664.2008.01602.x

This risk assessment shows that relative risk is spatially and temporally heterogeneous with
local hotspots, shows a highly skewed distribution with predominantly low risk, and is strongly
dependent on climate and the abundance of bison. We outline two strategies for managing this
risk, and highlight the consequences of the current adaptive management plan.

More broadly, this work provides a model framework for quantifying the risk of wildlife—livestock
pathogen transmission to guide management actions.

s$41598-025-88176-0.pdf

Nirajan Niroula, Priya Ghodasara, Nelson Marreros, Bailey Fuller, Haley Sanderson, Slim
Zriba, Stew Walker, Todd K. Shury, and Jeffrey M. Chen. 2025. Orally administered live
BCG and heat-inactivated Mycobacterium bovis protect bison against experimental
bovine tuberculosis. Scientific Reports 2025 15:3764.

https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-025-88176-0

This study aerosol challenged young bison with different doses of virulent M. bovis and
observed disease-associated delayed-type hypersensitivity, gross lung and lymph node
pathology and histopathology, as well as M. bovis burden in target organs, thus confirming the
establishment of BTB in challenged animals. The study then assessed the safety and efficacy of
oral live BCG versus oral heat-inactivated M. bovis (HIMB) given in a homologous prime-boost
regimen in bison. While both BCG and HIMB offered protection against BTB, BCG-treated bison
thrived more, presented with fewer lung lesions at necropsy and lower burden of virulent M.
bovis than HIMB-treated animals. Strikingly, oral HIMB induced almost no delayed-type
hypersensitivity to intradermal tuberculin while oral live BCG induced very low sensitivity to
tuberculin in bison, indicating their potential as DIVA (differentiating infected from vaccinated
animals) vaccines for use in this important wildlife species.
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White-et-al-Management-of-Yellowstone-bison-and-brucellosis-transmission-risk-
January-2011.pdf

P.J. White 1, Rick L. Wallen, Chris Geremia, John J. Treanor, Douglas W. Blanton. 2011.
Management of Yellowstone bison and brucellosis transmission risk — Implications for
conservation and restoration. Biological Conservation 144 (2011) 1322-1334.

https://www.buffalofieldcampaign.org/images/get-involved/students-resource-about-bison/bison-
conservation-papers/\White-et-al-Management-of-Yellowstone-bison-and-brucellosis-
transmission-risk-January-2011.pdf

Yellowstone bison (Bison bison bison) are managed to reduce the risk of brucellosis (Brucella
abortus) transmission to cattle while allowing some migration out of Yellowstone National Park
to winter ranges in Montana. Intensive management near conservation area boundaries
maintained separation between bison and cattle, with no transmission of brucellosis. However,
brucellosis prevalence in the bison population was not reduced and the management plan
underestimated bison abundance, distribution, and migration, which contributed to larger risk
management culls (total >3000 bison) than anticipated.

Culls differentially affected breeding herds and altered gender structure, created reduced female
cohorts, and dampened productivity. The ecological future of plains bison could be significantly
enhanced by resolving issues of disease and social tolerance for Yellowstone bison so that their
unique wild state and adaptive capabilities can be used to synergize the restoration of the
species. We recommend several adaptive management adjustments that could be implemented
to enhance the conservation of plains bison and reduce brucellosis infection. These findings and
recommendations are pertinent to wood bison (Bison bison athabascae), European bison (Bison
bonasus), and other large ungulates worldwide that are managed using best practices within a
risk framework.

Today, there are more than 500,000 plains bison in North America and the species is no longer
susceptible to demographic extinction (Boyd, 2003). However, less than 4% (20,000) of these
bison are in herds managed primarily for conservation and less than 1.5% (7500) can be
classified as having no evidence of genes from inter-breeding with cattle. Instead, most bison
are selectively bred and fed for meat production, mixed with cattle genes, protected from natural
predators, and managed in fenced pastures. Thus, the majority of bison no longer have the
significant influence they once did on grasslands and other ecosystems, including shaping the
landscape by creating a mosaic of grazing intensities, providing a key link in nutrient cycling,
competing with other ungulates, making wallows and small wetlands, and serving as a major
converter of grass to animal biomass that provided food for American Indians, European
settlement, predators, scavengers, and decomposers. As a result, Freese et al. concluded that
plains bison were ecologically extinct across the Great Plains and other grassland regions of
North America.
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Distribution and History
Bench_marking_Canadian_Bison_Herd_History harvey locke.pdf

Canadian Bison — A Brief History. Extract from 2016 book — The Last of the Buffalo -
Return to the Wild Edited by Harvey Locke.

https://www.canadianbison.ca/application/files/7015/2045/5877/Bench marking Canadian Biso
n Herd History h.pdf

Abbreviated history of rematriation of bison in Canada to 2005.

Bud Cotton Paddock Wainwright.pdf
Bud Cotton Buffalo Paddock. Canadian Forces Morale and Welfare Services. Website.

https://cfmws.ca/wainwright/facilities/bud-cotton-buffalo-paddock

History of Bud Cotton Buffalo Paddock and Wainwright area plains buffalo from the 1800s to
2016.

diversity-14-00937

Farr, J.J.; White, C.A. 2022. Buffalo on the Edge: Factors Affecting Historical Distribution
and Restoration of Bison bison in the Western Cordillera, North America. Diversity 2022,
14, 937.

https://doi.org/10.3390/d14110937

Based on historical journal observations, this study proposes that intensive human harvest from
large bison populations in the Western Cordillera, subsidized by other wildlife, salmon, and
vegetation resources, is an underappreciated socioecological process that needs to be restored
alongside bison populations. Co-managing bison with Indigenous peoples will also mitigate the
adverse effects of overabundant bison populations and maximize the ecological and cultural
benefits of bison restoration.
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Isenberg-The-Destruction-of-the-Bison-An-Environmental-History-2000-unlocked.pdf

A.C. Isenberg. 2000. The Destruction of the Bison, an Environmental History, 1750-1920.
Introduction. Cambridge University Press.

https://www.buffalofieldcampaign.org/images/get-involved/students-resource-about-bison/bison-
conservation-papers/Isenberg-The-Destruction-of-the-Bison-An-Environmental-History-2000.pdf

The Great Plains environment influenced the fate of not only the bison but the human
inhabitants of the region, particularly mounted, bison-hunting Indigenous societies. In the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, the hunters adjusted their social structures and resource
strategies to the ecology of the grasslands.

Indigenous Peoples are an important part of this history, and it is therefore necessary to define
how they are delimited and understood. Much of this study concerns the equestrian, bison-
hunting, Indigenous societies of the western shortgrass and mixed-grass plains: the Arapahos,
Assiniboines, Atsinas, Blackfeet, Cheyennes, Comanches, Crows, Kiowas, and Sioux. This
study does not analyze all Indian bison hunters, however, only those who both inhabited the
western plains year-round and subsisted primarily on the bison. Although the Shoshones and
Flatheads of the northern Rockies periodically hunted bison in the grassland, they did not
primarily inhabit the plains.

The bison, above all, was mobile, indeed, quite unpredictably so. This mobility was the greatest
challenge to the bison hunters’ subsistence. The inevitable consequence of the western plains
Indians’ year-round reliance on the bison was nearly year-round mobility. The eighteenth- and
nineteenth-century equestrian bison hunters of the western plains are therefore best described
as nomads: groups with no fixed abodes who moved from place to place in search of food and
grazing land. In the context of the Great Plains, the term “nomad” is illuminating, because it
captures the centrality of the relationship among people, animals, and the land in the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries.

In the context of the Great Plains, the term “nomad” is illuminating, because it captures the
centrality of the relationship among people, animals, and the land in the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries. It is also problematic, because social theorists once disparaged nomadism
as a primitive stage in human development. The residue of that low esteem remains in popular
culture. However, the century-old canard that described stages of civilization proceeding from
primitive nomads to civilized agriculturalists is most dubious in the semiarid Great Plains. The
drought-prone western plains suffered one of the worst agricultural disasters in world history
under putatively civilized management: the “dust bowl” of the 1930s. Many of the nomadic
societies of the western plains — the Crows, Cheyennes, Arapahos, Atsinas, and Sioux — had
once been agriculturalists. By the nineteenth century, they had come to understand that,
although equestrian bison hunting was not problem-free, it was more reliable than farming in the
semi-arid environment of the high plains.
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Like Distant Thunder Canada’'s Bison Story R62-546-2017-eng.pdf

Lauren Markewicz. 2017. Like Distant Thunder: Canada’s Bison Conservation Story.
Parks Canada Agency.

https://pcweb2.azureedge.net/-/media/pn-np/ab/elkisland/WET4/pdf/like distant thunder.pdf

Like Distant Thunder is a genealogical history of the bison herds of Parks Canada. While much
has been written about the history of bison and Indigenous peoples, the destruction of the great
bison herds in the nineteenth century, and individual conservation herds, there are few works
that speak of the Parks Canada bison conservation herds as a whole. The purpose of this
document is to draw together these disparate threads to form a cohesive narrative of the bison
herds managed by Canada.

Heavily illustrated with details of Canadian plains buffalo history.

List-etal_-2007.pdf

RURIK LIST, GERARDO CEBALLOS, CHARLES CURTIN, PETER J. P. GOGAN, JESUS
PACHECO, AND JOE TRUETT. 2007. Historic Distribution and Challenges to Bison
Recovery in the Northern Chihuahuan Desert. Conservation Biology Volume 21(6): 1487-
1494.

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/5677473 Historic Distribution and Challenges to Bi
son Recovery in the Northern Chihuahuan Desert

The seminal work on bison in Mexico and adjacent US borderlands. Ecologists and
conservationists have long assumed that large grazers, including bison (Bison bison), did not
occur in post-Pleistocene southwestern North America.

Archeological records and historical accounts from Mexican archives from AD 700 to the 19th
century document that the historic range of the bison included northern Mexico and adjoining
areas in the United States. The Janos-Hidalgo bison herd, one of the few free-ranging bison
herds in North America, has moved between Chihuahua, Mexico, and New Mexico, United
States, since at least the 1920s. The persistence of this cross-border bison herd in Chihuahuan
Desert grasslands and shrublands demonstrates that the species can persist in desert
landscapes.

In Mexico they are considered native and are protected by federal law, whereas in New Mexico,
they are considered non-native livestock and therefore lack conservation status or federal
protection. Evidence written in Spanish of the presence of bison south of the accepted range
and evidence from the disciplines of archaeology and history illustrate how differences in
language and academic disciplines, in addition to international boundaries, have acted as
barriers in shaping comprehensive approaches to conservation. Bison recovery in the region
depends on binational cooperation.
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Manitoba Bison History.pdf

JILLIAN OVERBY. n.d. HISTORY OF BISON From A Manitoba Perspective. TEULON
COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE.

https://www.manitobabison.ca/history-of-bison

Brief history of bison in Manitoba.

Map_lllustrating_the_Extermination_of the_American Hornaday.jpg
W.T. Hornaday. 1889. Map lllustrating the Extermination of the American Bison.

https://www.davidrumsey.com/luna/servlet/detailRUMSEY~8~1~350348~90117829:Map-
lllustrating-the-Extermination-

A significant visual document highlighting the dramatic decline of the American bison
population. This thematic map is part of Hornaday's efforts to document and raise awareness of
the near-extinction of the bison due to extensive hunting and environmental changes.

- Red Lines: Show the original range of the bison across North America.
- Blue Lines: Indicate the bison's range in 1870.
- Green Lines: Reveal the further reduced range by 18809.

The map includes inscriptions marking the years of extinction in various regions, providing a
timeline of the animal’s decline.

The map's primary subject is the decline and near-extinction of the American bison, a species
once critical to the ecosystem and indigenous cultures of North America. Hornaday’s map
illustrates how the bison's habitat was drastically reduced from the eastern United States to a
few isolated areas by the late 19th century.

The map was created during a period of rapid westward expansion in the United States, which
significantly impacted the bison population. .

Hornaday was a pioneering conservationist, and his work on this map was part of a broader
effort to sway public opinion towards the need for wildlife conservation. His report and map were
among the first to present a compelling argument for the preservation of American wildlife,
highlighting the folly of unregulated hunting and habitat destruction.

Hornaday's map is a crucial historical document that not only records the tragic decline of the
American bison but also served as an early call to action for conservation efforts. It shows the
intersection of environmental science, cartography, and advocacy, making it a seminal piece in
the history of American conservation. The "Map lllustrating the Extermination of the American
Bison" remains a powerful reminder of the impact of human activities on wildlife and the
importance of preserving natural habitats for future generations.
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Ostler-They-Regard-Their-Passing-As-Wakan-Interpreting-Western-Sioux-Explanations-
for-the.pdf

"They Regard Their Passing As Wakan": Interpreting Western Sioux Explanations for the
Bison's Decline Jeffrey Ostler The Western Historical Quarterly, Vol. 30, No. 4. (Winter,
1999), pp- 475-497.

https://www.buffalofieldcampaign.org/images/get-involved/students-resource-about-bison/bison-
conservation-papers/Ostler-They-Regard-Their-Passing-As-\Wakan-Interpreting-Western-Sioux-
Explanations-for-the-Bisons-Decline-Winter-1999.pdf

As historians have recently developed more nuanced accounts of the causes of the bison's
demise, the goal of attaining a complete, uncontestable account seems ever more remote.
Historians of bison decline do not show overt signs of suffering from the epistemological angst
that afflicts much of the modem academy. Nonetheless, the difficulty of adjudicating the proper
relative weight of an increasingly complex set of causal factors combined with an awareness of
the limitations of the source material may lead historians of bison decline toward the mistrust of
"metanarratives" and skepticism about attaining absolute knowledge of historical "truth that are
commonly acknowledged in many other fields. By suggesting that it may be impossible to
develop a definitive account of the bison's decline, recent scholarship shows that what
happened was far more mysterious, more wakan, than westerners once thought.

As westerners have become disillusioned with narratives of progress, it is more likely for them to
think of the bison's near extinction not as an inevitable consequence of historical development
but as a tragedy with roots in a mind-set of greed and domination that ultimately defies
comprehension. While this view certainly reflects what Renato Rosaldo calls "imperialist
nostalgia," it also indicates a partial and perhaps useful convergence of non-Native with earlier
Native modes of thought.

The recent increase in the free-range bison population and the growing number of tribal bison
restoration projects suggest another point of contact. When the old men of Pine Ridge rejected
Edward Curtis's contention that the buffalo could not return, few westerners would have taken
them seriously. Almost a century later, however, as narratives of progress become less tenable,
non-Natives are increasingly likely to think of the future as contingent. It now becomes possible
to realize that the old men of Pine Ridge were wise after all and to join them in refusing to be
convinced that the buffalo cannot return.
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Peopleplacesandpaths.pdf

Gerald A. Oetelaar and D. Joy Oetelaar. 2006. People, Places and Paths: The Cypress
Hills and the Niitsitapi Landscape of Southern Alberta. Plains Anthropologist Vol. 51, No.
199, pp. 375-39.

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/260468826

Descriptions of historical distribution of plains buffalo in southeastern Alberta (Cypress Hills and
south) and Indigenous Peoples in the area.

Plumb-A-Bison-Conservation-History-in-the-U.S.-National-Parks-Spring-2006

Glenn E. Plumb and Rosemary Sucec. 2006. A Bison Conservation History in the U.S.
National Parks. Journal of the West 45(2): 22-28.

With the creation of Yellowstone National Park in 1872, followed by interim assignment of park
management to the U.S. Army in 1886, and successive precedent-setting federal legislation,
bison arguably became the first species for which the U.S. government waged intense
neoconservation efforts to prevent extinction in the wild. Direct restoration efforts at multiple
parks that began in earnest during the early to mid-twentieth century have been largely
successful, although wildlife disease, habitat quality, ecological role, and genetics have
emerged as important conservation management issues. Concurrent with these emerging
management concerns, the NPS conducts programs and activities that acknowledge
traditionally associated cultures and their ties to resources. Thus, the NPS retains unique
relationships with a number of Native American tribes who are affiliated with national parks that
support bison populations (NPS 1996). Bison conservation management concerns in the
national parks during the twenty-first century will continue to include these issues and also likely
include increasing mitigation of conflicts with developing adjoining land-use practices.

rebuttalof1882bisoncollapse.pdf

By and Barry Irving. 2019. A Rebuttal to “Reinterpreting the 1882 Bison Population
Collapse”. Rangelands 41 (4): 185-187.

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/334767842 Response To A Rebuttal To 'Reinterpr
eting The 1882 Bison Population Collapse'

Bison were extirpated by a burgeoning society of European origin. The harvest was wasteful,
wonton, and without control and was carried out, or at the very least enabled, by a society bent
on expansion. Holt provides an unsubstantiated alternate interpretation on the demise of the
North American bison.
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responsetorebuttalof1882bisoncollapse.pdf

Sierra Dawn Stoneberg Holt. 2019. Response To "A Rebuttal To 'Reinterpreting The 1882
Bison Population Collapse’. Rangelands 41 (4): 188-190.

| basically agree that “civilization” was responsible for the deaths of the hundreds of millions of
bison unaccounted for in the slaughter estimates. The interpretation that | propose, and it is
merely my interpretation, can be stated with the following assertions: Grazing management is a
worthy study and not irrelevant to ecosystem health. Loss of grazing management can be
catastrophic. The original American peoples were talented grazing managers with effective
methods developed over 14,000 years. Because of extensive trade routes, before Original
Americans in North America were “discovered” by Europeans of English and French origin, they
had already been devastated by European diseases brought to Central and South America by
the Spaniards. (For instance, the Blackfeet were devastated by a smallpox epidemic in 1780-81,
25 years before the Lewis and Clark expedition.) Without management, the bison herds
increased exponentially and damaged the functioning of the energy flow, water cycle, and
nutrient cycle in their ecosystem, as has been documented with hands-off-managed bison in
Yellowstone Park. “Civilization” created new and quicker routes of disease transmission. The
weakened herds in their damaged environment died of epidemic, starvation, etc.
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SandersonEWetal2008EcolfuturebisonConsBiol.pdf
and
Sanderson-et-al-Map-of-American-bison-herds-historical-range.jpg

ERIC W. SANDERSON, KENT H. REDFORD, BILL WEBER, KEITH AUNE, DICK BALDES,
JOEL BERGER, DAVE CARTER, CHARLES CURTIN, JAMES DERR, STEVE DOBROTT,
EVA FEARN, CRAIG FLEENER, STEVE FORREST, CRAIG GERLACH, C. CORMACK
GATES, JOHN E. GROSS, PETER GOGAN, SHAUN GRASSEL, JODI A. HILTY, MARV
JENSEN, KYRAN KUNKEL, DUANE LAMMERS, RURIK LIST, KAREN MINKOWSKI, TOM
OLSON, CHRIS PAGUE, PAUL B. ROBERTSON, AND BOB STEPHENSON. 2008. The
Ecological Future of the North American Bison: Conceiving Long-Term, Large-Scale
Conservation of Wildlife. Conservation Biology, Volume 22 (2), 252-266.

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/5449293 The Ecological Future of the North Ameri
can Bison Conceiving Long-Term Large-Scale Conservation of Wildlife

Many wide-ranging mammal species have experienced significant declines over the last 200
years; restoring these species will require long-term, large-scale recovery efforts. We highlight 5
attributes of a recent range-wide vision-setting exercise for ecological recovery of the North
American bison (Bison bison) that are broadly applicable to other species and restoration
targets. The result of the exercise, the “Vermejo Statement” on bison restoration, is explicitly (1)
large scale, (2) long term, (3) inclusive, (4) fulfilling of different values, and (5) ambitious. It
reads, in part:

“Over the next century, the ecological recovery of the North American bison will occur when
multiple large herds move freely across extensive landscapes within all major habitats of
their historic range, interacting in ecologically significant ways with the fullest possible set of
other native species, and inspiring, sustaining and connecting human cultures.”

We refined the vision into a scorecard that illustrates how individual bison herds can contribute
to the vision. We also developed a set of maps and analyzed the current and potential future
distributions of bison on the basis of expert assessment. Although more than 500,000 bison
exist in North America today, we estimated they occupy <1% of their historical range and in no
place express the full range of ecological and social values of previous times. By formulating an
inclusive, affirmative, and specific vision through consultation with a wide range of stakeholders,
we hope to provide a foundation for conservation of bison, and other wide-ranging species, over
the next 100 years.
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Significant_northwest_shift_in_suitable_climate_ex.pdf

Shupinski AB, Martin JM, Brock BL, Ota’ rola-Castillo E, Hill Jr. ME, Widga C, Rudnik JL
and Short RA. 2026. Significant northwest shift in suitable climate expected for North
American bison by the year 2100. Frontiers in Ecology and Evolution 13:1695457.

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/399913549 Significant northwest shift in suitable cl
imate expected for North American bison by the year 2100

North American bison (Bison bison) provide an exceptional study system for exploring the use
of an interdisciplinary record of paleontological, archaeological, and historical data for
conservation due to the plethora of past occurrences across a large geographic and temporal
scale, in combination with their “near-threatened” designation by the IUCN Red List because of
current small, fragmented populations following a near-extinction event in the 1880s. Moreover,
the multiple identities of bison as free-roaming wildlife, as wildlife with limitations, and as captive
semi-domesticated livestock introduce unique conservation concerns across the four sectors of
the Bison Management System (BMS; Tribal, private, public, nonprofit-NGO).

The distribution of suitability scores changes rapidly, shifting significantly between each 20-year
interval until the end of the century. By 2100, the centroid of suitable climate, using the standard
50% threshold, is expected to shift from its current location near the 49th parallel to the
northwest and toward the northern border of Canada by 1,182 km under the RCP4.5 climate
scenario and 2,254 km under the RCP8.5 climate scenario. Suitability ranges above the optimal
minimal threshold identified by the receiving operator characteristic (8.5%) are also predicted to
shift to the northwest by 793 km under RCP4.5. and 1267 km under RCP8.5. Discussion With
an anticipated geographic shift in the most suitable bison climate, it is necessary to prepare
future management strategies for BMS sectors to maintain a sustainable relationship with bison.

Slaughter and Reversal cicd-wp-2019-01.pdf

Donna Feir, Rob Gillezeau, and Maggie E.C. Jones. 2018. The Slaughter of the Bison and
Reversal of Fortunes on the Great Plains. The Review of Economic Studies, Volume 91,
Issue 3, May 2024, Pages 1634-1670.

https://www.minneapolisfed.org/~/media/files/community/indiancountry/resources-
education/working-papers/cicd-wp-2019-01.pdf

We show that the bison’s slaughter led to a reversal of fortunes for the Native Americans who
relied on them. Once the tallest people in the world, the generations of bison-reliant people born
after the slaughter were among the shortest. Today, formerly bison-reliant societies have
between 20-40% less income per capita than the average Native American nation. We argue
that federal Indian policy that limited out-migration from reservations and restricted employment
opportunities to crop based agriculture hampered the ability of bison-reliant societies to adjust in
the long-run, generating lasting regional disparities associated with other indicators of social
dislocation, such as suicide and unrest. Several other papers were published from this.
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taschereau+tmamers.pdf

Danielle Taschereau Mamers. 1020. Human-Bison Relations as Sites of Settler Colonial
Violence and Decolonial Resurgence. Humanimalia 10:2.

https://humanimalia.org/article/view/9500/10040

This article emerges from the claim that animals and other-than-human beings are implicated
agents in settler colonial processes. Colonialism in North America has operated and continues
to operate through the disruption and reordering of relations between humans, land, and lively
beings. Transformations of land and water into property, the commodification of animals and
plants, and the ordering of each are vital elements in the ongoing reproduction of settler colonial
claims, institutions, and lifeways, a claim articulated by several Indigenous scholars.

This work argues that a broader context for considering colonialism and its dismantling ought to
include animals and human-animal relations. Conceptualizing colonization as extending beyond
human lives presents opportunities for intervening in discourses of reconciliation that are rooted
in colonial logics and frameworks of understanding. Articulating harms done to human and
animal bodies, the relationships between them, and the lands that support them, opens up
different entry points for thinking about reconciliation and, necessarily, decolonization. The
extermination of the free-ranging bison herds is a significant example of such colonial harm but
human-bison relations offer important spaces for imagining and enacting decolonial possibilities.

Ecological restoration principles have begun to recognize human-bison relations as a tenet of
restoration, albeit in a limited way. Many aspects of bison conservation are formalized in the
Vermejo Statement. Jointly authored by conservation organizations, Indigenous groups,
commercial bison producers, and land managers, the Statement advocates a shift in focus from
the marginal survival of bison to the restoration of bison in ways which reintroduce as fully as
possible original bison interactions with the landscape, other animals, and with humans. This
vision for ecological recovery of the bison is described as:

‘multiple large herds move freely across extensive landscapes within all major habitats of
their historic range, interacting in ecologically significant ways with the fullest possible set of
other native species, and inspiring, sustaining, and connecting human cultures.”

The Buffalo Treaty is one contemporary example of an Indigenous-led, decolonial vision for
species restoration. Cultural meaning and principles of conservation science come together in
the Buffalo Treaty’s recognition of interrelation as a truth discernible in visions and in ecology.
For conservation and wildlife management policy, the Buffalo Treaty models the meaningful
inclusion of Indigenous knowledge, the recognition of Indigenous authority, and the integration
of plural ways of knowing that is required for a full and meaningful bison herd recovery.

Indigenous histories articulate a more expansive, material account of the human-animal
relations harmed by bison extermination and make more urgent the criticality of bison
restoration. These same histories and the visions for restoration they inform also articulate
human-animal relations in ways that imagine what decolonizing bison life might look like and
reimagine that life beyond the strictures of settler colonial logics.
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The Extermination and Conservation of Bison Lueck 340410.pdf

D. Lueck. 2002. THE EXTERMINATION AND CONSERVATION OF THE AMERICAN BISON.
Journal of Legal Studies, vol. XXXI:5609-5652.

https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/pdf/10.1086/340410?download=true

The dramatic near extinction, and subsequent recovery and restoration, of the American bison
during the late nineteenth century is examined using a property rights model of renewable
resource production, The paper considers the implications of bison exploitation under open-
access, common-ownership, and private-property regimes and further examines how these
regimes are determined. Implications are tested against historical and anthropological data on
bison populations, robe and hide prices, cattle-stocking rates, American military behavior, Indian
tribal territories, federal land policy, the costs of harvesting bison, and formal and informal
property rights regimes. The study uncovers the details of this famous story in American wildlife
conservation and sheds light on the role of markets in extinction and preservation and the
evolution of property rights to such large-scale natural resources.

Contains an economic history timeline and documents the live capture of wild bison.

Wahpik Bison.pdf
Anonymous. 2025. Bison Loss and Restoration on the Great Plains. Waapihk Research.

https://waapihk.com/2025/06/28/bison-loss-and-restoration-on-the-great-plains/

A brief popular article outlining history, impacts, and current efforts.

Bison conservation efforts are ideal representations of the successful interweaving of Western
science and Indigenous ecological knowledge. Like the Indigenous populations, today’s
bison are survivors of colonial forces. Thus, restoring the Plains bison populations is a valuable
opportunity for governments and Indigenous nations to collaborate, heal relationships,

and build trust in pursuit of Reconciliation.

Whyte Pablo Allard herd Bison.pdf

Keara Lightning Long, . 2023. The Pablo-Allard Buffalo Herd and Indigenous-led
Conservation. The Whyte.

https://www.whyte.org/post/pablo-allard-buffalo-herd-indigenous-led-conservation

Outlines the transfer from the Pablo-Allard Herd to Canada, with historical photographs.
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WikiCanadianBisonHistory.pdf
Wikipedia. n.d. History of Bison Conservation in Canada.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History of bison conservation in Canada

A brief summary of bison conservation history in Canada.

Woodhouse-et-al-Drought-in-the-Western-Great-Plains-October-2002.pdf

Connie A. Woodhouse, Jeffrey Lukas, and Peter Brown. 2002. Drought in the Western
Great Plains, 1845-56: Impacts and Implications. Bulletin of the American Meteorological
Society 83(10):1485-1494.

https://www.buffalofieldcampaign.org/images/get-involved/students-resource-about-bison/bison-
conservation-papers/\Woodhouse-et-al-Drought-in-the-Western-Great-Plains-October-2002.pdf

A sustained mid-nineteenth-century drought in the western Great Plains has been indicated by a
tree-ring analysis of trees flanking the western Great Plains. Drought was particularly severe in
the years 1845-48, 1851, and 1854—-56, contracting and affecting smaller regions in intervening
years. The impact of this drought on natural ecosystems and human activities is difficult to
gauge because of the paucity of historical documents and the confounding effects of land use
changes occurring over the same period. It is probable that this drought played some role in the
decimation of bison herds in the second half of the nineteenth century.

Given the survival of the species through periods of aridity lasting thousands of years, it is hard
to believe a decadal length drought in the nineteenth century had much of an impact on bison
populations. However, the environment to which bison had long been adapted was
systematically disrupted by human activities in the nineteenth century.
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Wood-The-Origin-of-Public-Bison-Herds-in-the-United-States-Spring-2000.pdf

Judith Hebbring Wood. 2000. The Origin of Public Bison Herds in the United States.
Wicazo Sa Review, Vol. 15, No.1, The Secular Past, the Mythic Past, and the Impending
Future. (Spring, 2000), pp. 157-182.

https://www.buffalofieldcampaign.org/images/get-involved/students-resource-about-bison/bison-
conservation-papers/\Wood-The-Origin-of-Public-Bison-Herds-in-the-United-States-Spring-
2000.pdf

Detailed accounts of the origins of public bison herds, mostly discussing the United States but
with some Canadian information.

The paper concludes with a point that is directly relevant to the Wild Buffalo Summit:

With private herds moving in the direction of increased manipulation for economic gain,
public and tribal herds represent the best opportunity to maintain the wild character of
buffalo over the long term. Historically, the buffalo supported the Indian. In many cases this
has been turned around, and the Indian is now supporting the buffalo in an effort to maintain
the integrity and wild character of the animal. I'd like to believe that a compromise is
possible and that tribal herds can be both self-supporting and wild. I'd also like to see public
herd managers adopt the maintenance of the wild character of buffalo as a priority in their
management plans. This goal would be easier to achieve if the areas available to public
herds were increased and public herds were established in more representative sites
throughout the historic range of bison.
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General
fwp-bison-background-document.final.pdf

Adams, S.M. and A.R. Dood. 2011. Background information on issues of concern for
Montana: Plains Bison Ecology, Management, and Conservation. Montana Fish, Wildlife,
and Parks, Bozeman, MT.

Covers many aspects of life history and ecology, genetics, disease, ownership, taxonomy,
management, legal status, lessons learned, and history.

Wes Olson Ecological Buffalo.pdf

Wes Olson and Johane Janelle. 2024. The Ecological Buffalo: On the Trail of a Keystone
Species. University of Regina Press.

https://uofrpress.ca/Books/T/The-Ecological-Buffalo

Despite their brush with extinction, the buffalo survived, and isolated populations are slowly
recovering. As this recovery proceeds, the relationships the animals once had with thousands of
species are being re-established in a remarkable process of ecological healing. The intricacy of
those restored relationships is the subject of this book.

Based on author Wes Olson'’s thirty-five years of working intimately with bison—and featuring
180 stunning, full-colour photographs by Johane Janelle—The Ecological Buffalo is a story that
takes the reader on a journey to understand the myriad connections this keystone species has
with the Great Plains.

“Wes Olson generously shares his intricate knowledge of the buffalo, and we are all richer for it.
He explains how having more bison walking the land will benefit not just the threatened
grasslands ecosystem, but the multitudes of birds, bugs, plants, and animals who need the
buffalo. He also acknowledges the connection between the buffalo and Indigenous people but
respectfully leaves space for Leroy Little Bear to tell of Indigenous Peoples’ special relationship
with the buffalo. Johane Janelle’s accompanying photographs bring us out onto the land with
her and Wes, so we may establish and deepen our own relationship with this integral keystone
species.” —Tasha Hubbard, filmmaker, Singing Back the Buffalo.
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Genetics
Bison NRR _final_20200311.pdf

Hartway, C., A. Hardy, L. Jones, B. Moynahan, K. Traylor-Holzer, B. McCann, K. Aune, G.
Plumb. 2020. Long-term viability of Department of the Interior bison under current
management and potential metapopulation management strategies. Natural Resource
Report NPS/NRSS/BRD—2020/2097. National Park Service, Fort Collins, Colorado.

https://irma.nps.qgov/DataStore/DownloadFile/639528

This analysis confirms that management of DOI bison herds in isolation promotes the loss of
genetic diversity within all herds. More importantly, this analysis demonstrates that increased
herd size and targeted removal strategies can reduce rates of diversity loss, and that adopting a
Departmental metapopulation strategy through facilitated periodic movement of modest
numbers of bison among DOI herds (i.e., restoring effective gene flow) can substantially reduce
the negative impacts of geographic isolation. Analyses of an array of scenarios for practical
bison translocations indicates that the selection of appropriate source herds and numbers of
animals to translocate must be considered carefully to most effectively conserve genetic
diversity and ensure the long-term population persistence of bison. Long-term monitoring of
genetic diversity, both at the individual herd level and across the metapopulation, will be
essential to refine the implementation of an appropriate metapopulation management approach
to maximize benefit to the species.

Derr-American-Bison-The-Ultimate-Genetic-Survivor-October-24-2006.pdf

James Derr. American Bison: The Ultimate Genetic Survivor. College of Veterinary
Medicine, Texas A&M University, presented at “The Ecological Future of North American
Bison, Denver Colorado, October 24, 2006.”

https://www.buffalofieldcampaign.org/images/get-involved/students-resource-about-bison/bison-
conservation-papers/Derr-American-Bison-The-Ultimate-Genetic-Survivor-October-24-2006.pdf

Powerpoint presentation. Bison are the ultimate survivors: multiple historic climate periods with
extremes; imported diseases; widespread habitat destruction and population fragmentation; the
most dramatic population crashes and recoveries of any species; and forced hybridization.

For bison or any other species, for long-term conservation, one major consideration must be the
preservation of their germplasm. If this germplasm is lost through extinction, genetic drift or
diluted and contaminated through extensive hybridization it can never be fully recovered.
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Grassland Conservation
WCC_2025 RES 005 EN.pdf

IUCN. 2025. Motion 005 Protection and restoration of diverse native grasslands.
International Union for the Conservation of Nature.

https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC 2025 RES 005 EN.pdf

Motion approved at 2025 IUCN World Conservation Congress, Abu Dhabi.

Temperate grasslands are ecological powerhouses, capable of sustaining millions of livelihoods,
sequestering carbon, and housing some of the world’s greatest assemblages of wildlife. Despite
these critical roles, grasslands have been systematically converted for agriculture, urban
development, and industrial use. Over half of all temperate grasslands have been irreversibly
altered. This destruction has profound ecological consequences, including loss of iconic species
and reservoirs of carbon, as well as the collapse of ecosystem services critical for human well-
being. Only about 4% of these landscapes are under formal protection, making them the least
safeguarded biome on Earth.

Temperate grasslands can be restored, their biodiversity rewilded, and their ecosystem services
reestablished. Joint conservation efforts between public and private entities, particularly the
restoration of wildlife held in the public trust to private lands set aside for conservation, have
been effective. These efforts remain isolated, and the scale of the challenge demands a
coordinated, global response.

The resolution emphasizes rewilding as a critical restoration tool. Rewilding offers a holistic
approach to restoration, focusing on the reintroduction of native species and the recovery of
natural processes. Beyond ecological benefits, rewilding can strengthen local economies
through sustainable ecotourism and enhance resilience to climate change. This resolution
recognizes the potential of rewilding to serve as a blueprint for large-scale conservation.
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Indigenous Focus
29-1-2-06Hubbard.pdf

Tasha Hubbard. 2009. “THE BUFFALOES ARE GONE” OR “RETURN:BUFFALO”? — THE
RELATIONSHIP OF THE BUFFALO TO INDIGENOUS CREATIVE EXPRESSION. The
Canadian Journal of Native Studies XXIX, 1&2(2009):65-85.

https://cins.brandonu.ca/wp-content/uploads/29-1-2-06Hubbard.pdf

While the depletion of the Buffalo has been understood as a contributing factor in the
subjugation of plains Indigenous people, what has had less attention is the attack on the integral
relationship between the Buffalo and Indigenous people. This relationship, like other
relationships between the natural world and Indigenous people, brings together animal and
human into a symbiotic relationship that incorporates respect, survival, spirituality and cultural
expression. By replacing the value of stories about the Buffalo, we can reinstate this animal and
others as sites of learning, which can then result in a revitalization of creativity and literary
expression.

2279+Galley.pdf

Stein, S., Ahenakew, C., Oliveira da Silva Huni Kui, S., Bowness, E., Mendes, W., & Evans,
S. (2023). Towards Settler Responsibility in Conservation. ACME: An International
Journal for Critical Geographies, 22(2), 894-920.

https://acme-journal.org/index.php/acme/article/view/2279/1721

This paper reviews efforts to confront colonialism in conservation, with an emphasis on the
challenges and complexities that have emerged among settler organizations engaged in this
work. We map different approaches to conservation, including the emerging interface of
Indigenous and western approaches. We also map different approaches to Indigenous
engagement undertaken by settler conservation organizations, including representation,
recognition, redistribution, and reparation. We suggest that regardless of their approach, in
order to create the conditions for truly reciprocal collaborations with Indigenous Nations, settler
conservation organizations would need to accept their responsibilities to interrupt and redress
western conservation’s colonial foundations, support Indigenous sovereignty, rights, and
resurgence (including by supporting Indigenous approaches to conservation), and commit to the
difficult, long-haul work of reorienting their approach to relationships away from patterns of
paternalism and extraction toward trust, respect, reciprocity, consent, and accountability.

Settler colonialism’s “disruption of Indigenous relationships to land represents a profound
epistemic, ontological, cosmological violence,” which is not just historical but also ongoing.
Indigenous Peoples have long identified the role of western conservation in undermining
Indigenous sovereignty, rights, and self-determination while reproducing this colonial violence. A
growing number of scholars and activists have joined Indigenous Peoples in suggesting that “It
is past time for conservation to be decolonized.”
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120192_99Z Kaye 2011-Goodlands.pdf

Frances W. Kaye. 2011. Goodlands: A Meditation and History on the Great Plains.
Athabasca University Press.

https://www.aupress.ca/app/uploads/120192 997 Kaye 2011-Goodlands.pdf

Certainly, the hunters and gatherers and farmers could see ways to improve the Plains. Again,
both archaeology and oral tradition agree that the people built buffalo pounds, especially ones
that would hurtle the huge ruminants over cliffs so that they might easily be dispatched. People
fired the prairies to repel bison with fire and to attract them with succulent new growth. Women
knew the locations of all the berry, turnip, and other wild plant food grounds, though whether
their practices actually enhanced the food grounds is not entirely clear. They did take berries,
roots, and other products at a sustainable rate that left the grounds fruitful year after year.
People cleared and planted riverine gardens and protected them from deer, birds, and other
predators, including humans. They understood the land as part of a sacred tradition of earth and
sky; they held sacraments such as the Sun Dance that expressed the courage and integrity of
the people as worthy of the favour of the sun and the buffalo. Although many different groups of
people lived on the Plains between their first emergence and some two hundred years ago, and
although they understood various economic and sacred relationships to the region—including
many that manipulated place, plants, weather, and animals for their own benefit—they worked
from an ideology of sufficiency. What was there was what ought to be there. Droughts, severe
winters, and even the deaths of individuals with superior skills in locating and securing food
sources might bring about scarcities, even ones that lasted longer than a generation and
required people to relocate in order to survive. But the human response to the Great Plains, until
a few hundred years ago, was to use it, appreciate it, learn it, and manipulate it, but not to
replace it or make drastic changes.

Homestead laws both implicitly and explicitly, especially in Canada, excluded most women from
homesteading in their own right. The Indian Act in Canada and other laws and treaties defined
race in terms of gender. Only male persons were described as Indian—women’s Indian status
was dependent upon being fathered by or married to an Indian, and could be erased by
marriage to a non-Indian. The destruction of the buffalo economy and of the definitions of the
sacred year around the buffalo affected men more severely than it did women.
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241202_IRC_FullPaper_Bison_Altmannetal.pdf

Altmann, B.A.; Arraial, G., Johnston, A.B.D., and Juarez, M.. 2025. THE THREE C’S -
CULTURE, COMMERCE AND CONSERVATION OF BISON AS PART OF SUSTAINABLE
FOOD SYSTEMS. Xl International Rangeland Congress, Australia.

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/396203583 THE THREE C'S -
CULTURE COMMERCE AND CONSERVATION OF BISON AS PART OF SUSTAINABL
E FOOD SYSTEMS

Bison husbandry has positive ecological effects, as well as the animal serves important cultural
functions within Great Plains Indigenous cultures. As such numerous actors in Canada are
involved in species restoration and share a diversity of perspectives on bison’s role in food
systems, which are distinct from Euro-perspectives in a global food system context.
Geographical analysis of commercial bison herds shows that bison are predominantly reared
within their historical range and presents a promising case for agricultural rewilding. The results
of food safety policy analysis in Canada show that although the distribution of hunted bison
meat is strictly prohibited, food safety regulations allowing for the sale of and appropriately
labelled as “uninspected meat” (in the province of British Columbia) may support more inclusive,
diverse, equitable and accessible food systems. Despite the plural values of bison husbandry to
nature and societies, it remains a niche.

anthropology.pdf

Paul Berne Burow. March 28, 2017. Life on the Frontier, Thematic Series. Wildlife
Conservation and Settler Colonialism in the North American West. Yale University.

https://aesengagement.wordpress.com/2017/03/28/wildlife-conservation-and-settler-colonialism-
in-the-north-american-west/

The broader history of wildlife conservation in the United States is commonly told as a
progressive narrative of enlightened environmental stewardship, rising above the excesses of
19th-century capitalism and violent state expansion. Foremost among the conservation success
stories featured in that narrative is that of the American bison. Recently named the national
mammal, the American bison is a symbol of natural heritage within the seemingly redemptive
promise of renewal through endangered species protection. The National Bison Range was
created in 1908 as one of the first wildlife areas in the U.S., part of a network of protected zones
designated to sustain and grow the “wild” bison population, which narrowly avoided total
extirpation from market hunting, habitat loss, and ecological changes in the late 19th century
(Isenberg 2000). The range played a vital role in sustaining the bison population, but its creation
was deeply implicated in the settler colonial project of dispossessing Séli§, Ksanka, and Qlispe
peoples of their lands. Its creation coincided with allotment and white settlement, which eclipsed
and undermined culturally and materially important human-animal relationships Indigenous
people had with bison on the Flathead Indian Reservation.
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Banff Bison and Indigenous Knowledge.pdf

Colette Derworiz. 2022. Stoney Nakoda Nation says traditional knowledge key to success
for Banff bison. The Canadian Press, Apr 24, 2022.

https://www.stalbertgazette.com/lifestyle-news/stoney-nakoda-nation-says-traditional-
knowledge-key-to-success-for-banff-bison-5294690

Bill Snow, who's the lead investigator, said a team from the Stoney Nakoda Nation worked with
elders, knowledge keepers and youth to get a better understanding of bison habitat, behaviour,
and practices from an Indigenous perspective.

"It was not only a learning process about bison, it was a learning process about ourselves as
Indigenous people returning and going back to the traditional lands," he said. "Being able to
travel and to experience some of these areas has been really important ... for our own cultural
well-being."

Snow said it has helped the Stoney Nakoda reconnect to their traditional lands, migration
routes, camping sites, and hunting and gathering areas within MinT Rhpa Makoche, now known
as Banff National Park.

The Stoney Nakoda report noted that projects such as the bison reintroduction are an important
part of truth and reconciliation. It suggested traditional ecological knowledge can be used
alongside western science for a more holistic approach to park management.

"At the end of the day, we are not just writing a report to write a report," said Snow. "We want to
change how bison management is done."

BFC Buffalo Problems Doctrine.pdf
Buffalo Field Campaign: 2026. Website.

https://www.buffalofieldcampaign.org/

A collection of short pieces, e.g. Decolonizing Yellowstone Bison: The State of Montana Needs
to End its Practice of Genocide and Tribal Relations.

Buffalo have a message for all those who are willing to listen, who are evolved enough to see
that humans and buffalo are both integral parts of the greater whole. Indigenous people have
always viewed themselves and the buffalo as part of the ecology.

The website has many other papers and news articles, some of which are included in this
compendium.
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Bison as Reconciliation.pdf

Forrest Hisey. 2021. Bison Reintroduction as Reconciliation in Saskatchewan.
Saskatchewan History & Folklore Society.

https://niche-canada.org/2021/02/18/bison-reintroduction-as-reconciliation-in-saskatchewan/

There is no meaningful pathway towards reconciliation in Saskatchewan that does not include
bison/buffalo on public lands. We write this as settlers in Canada and we are writing this mainly
to other settlers in Canada. Indigenous Peoples across the Plains have long recognized the
cultural and ecological significance of buffalo. We contend that the recent land transfer between
the Saskatchewan and the federal governments resulting in the Prairie Pastures Conservation
Area provides a potential platform for reconciliation through the further reintroduction of bison
back onto the Northern Plains. Such action could support Indigenous Peoples with spaces to
renew kinship ties to land and buffalo, and support reconciliation as envisioned by the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission.

Ultimately, while these issues are challenging for both the government and rural ranchers,
settler-colonial power structures are the reason why cattle ranchers are able to graze these
lands undisturbed without competition from bison. Dispossession is a historical fact in prairie
landscapes; colonial policies were enacted for the promotion of private property, Anglo farming
methodologies, and commodity-based agriculture. While cattle may contribute to a healthy
grassland ecosystem, they cannot adequately fill the hoofs of bison. Only buffalo are an
ecological and cultural keystone species.

bisonrestorationChamoisetalfevo-10-826282.pdf

Shamon H, Cosby OG, Andersen CL, Augare H, BearCub Stiffarm J, Bresnan CE, Brock
BL, Carlson E, Deichmann JL, Epps A, Guernsey N, Hartway C, Jorgensen D, Kipp W,
Kinsey D, Komatsu KJ, Kunkel K, Magnan R, Martin JM, Maxwell BD, McShea WJ,
Mormorunni C, Olimb S, Rattling Hawk M, Ready R, Smith R, Songer M, Speakthunder B,
Stafne G, Weatherwax M and Akre TS. 2022. The Potential of Bison Restoration as an
Ecological Approach to Future Tribal Food Sovereignty on the Northern Great Plains.
Frontiers of Ecology and Evolution 10:826282.

doi:10.3389/fevo.2022.826282

Efforts led by Native American Nations to restore Plains bison to tribal lands can bring desired
socio-ecological benefits to underserved communities while improving their capacity to influence
the health of their lands, their people, and their livelihoods. This will depend on restoration of
bison herds and bison’s ability to be ecosystem engineers of North America’s Plains. Bison can
adapt to a variety of conditions, making them resilient to a wide range of management systems
and climates. Bison can contribute to food sovereignty, sustainable economies, and
conservation of a working landscape with limited protections and high risk of conversion. It is
critical to address tribal needs for funding, enhanced community capacity, and solving complex
landownership for these goals to be achieved.
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BloodTribeLandManagementlinnii.pdf
Amber Sugai. 2025. First Annual linnii Days. Blood Tribe Land Management.

https://bloodtribe.org/first-annual-iinnii-days/

Blood Tribe Land Management held their first annual linnii Days, this event took place over the
course of three days from September 9 — 11, 2025. linnii Days were held on the Northside of the
Blood Reserve near the Medicine Wheel.

Director of Blood Tribe Land Management, Clo-Ann Wells (Miisamikakato’ saakii) wanted to
have the linnii Days to honour the linnii (buffalo) and to teach all Blood Tribe Members what the
buffalo truly mean to the tribe, to understand why we want them here, and how we are almost
full circle with them. “It’s like a healing for being Niitsitapii, for being Blackfoot,” said Wells.

BNGA Draft+Checklist+Selecting+lideal+Partners_4.12.23.pdf
Buffalo Nations Grassland Alliance. 2026. Website.

https://www.bnga.org/

A collection of information including Indigenous process and governance approaches,
partnerships, and stewardship in the Northern Great Plains.

Buffalo Genocide Hubbard.pdf

Susanne Knittel. 2024. Review of Hubbard, Tasha. “Buffalo Genocide in Nineteenth-
Century North America: Kill, Skin, and Sell.”

https://perpetratorstudies.sites.uu.nl/bibliography/hubbard-tasha-buffalo-genocide-in-nineteenth-
century-north-america-kill-skin-and-sell-20240522/

“Buffalo Genocide in Nineteenth-Century North America,” by Tasha Hubbard, describes the
buffalo massacres in the American plains that took place in the 18th and 19th centuries, and
argues that this project of mass violence constitutes an act of genocide.

Hubbard discusses how, in “the language of imperialism,” during the Western expansionist
period of settler colonialism, “Indigenous peoples and buffalo became conflated, both
categorized as brutes that needed to be erased”). Derogative language became commonplace
among American settlers and buffalo hunters, at some point normalising the phrase “every
buffalo dead is an Indian gone”, revealing a general awareness of Indigenous peoples’
connection to and dependency upon the buffalo for sustenance.

The full chapter is available as a pdf for purchase at:

https://read.dukeupress.edu/books/book/216/chapter-abstract/109060/Buffalo-Genocide-in-
Nineteenth-Century-North?redirectedFrom=fulltext
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Buffalo Treaty NWF.pdf
Garrit Voggesser. 2016. Tribes Cross the Border to Unite for Bison Protection. Blog.

https://blog.nwf.org/2014/09/tribes-cross-the-border-to-unite-for-bison-protection/

Yesterday afternoon, | witnessed leaders from U.S. Tribes and Canadian First Nations sign a
treaty—the first among them in more than 150 years—to establish an international alliance to
restore wild bison. This unprecedented alliance comes on the heels of the restoration of wild
bison to the Fort Peck and Fort Belknap Reservations in the last two years after the absence of
bison for more than 100 years.

The historic signing of the Medicine Line Northern Tribes Buffalo Treaty occurred on the
Blackfeet Nation in Browning, Montana, and brought together members of the Blackfeet Nation,
Blood Tribe, Siksika Nation, Piikani Nation, the Assinboine and Gros Ventre Tribes of the Fort
Belknap Reservation, the Assinboine and Sioux Tribes of Fort Peck Reservation, the
Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes, and the Tsuu T’ina Nation.

The Tribes and First Nations own and manage a vast amount of grassland and prairie habitats-
about 6.3 million acres; almost three times the size of Yellowstone National Park — throughout
the United States and Canada.

In solidarity, the Tribes’ goal is to achieve ecological restoration of the buffalo on their lands to
re-affirm and strengthen ties that formed the basis for traditions thousands of years old. Along

with agreeing to work together for bison restoration and grassland conservation on tribal lands,
the treaty encourages youth education and cultural restoration among the tribes.
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ConfrontingColonialHistoryinConservation-ES-2025-15890.pdf

Layden, T. J., D. M. David-Chavez, E. Galofré Garcia, G. L. Gifford, A. Lavoie, E. R.
Weingarten, and S. P. Bombaci. 2025. Confronting colonial history: toward healing, just,
and equitable Indigenous conservation futures. Ecology and Society 30(1):33.

https://doi.org/10.5751/ES-15890-300133

Against the backdrop of growing concerns for environmental and social justice, interest in
developing effective strategies that support social and ecological resilience and recovery are
mounting. To pursue these strategies requires cultivating a shared understanding of the full
scope of settler colonial legacies that continue to impede justice efforts in conservation and
environmentalism more broadly. However, although decolonial resources are growing, they
remain scattered across various bodies of work and disciplines, often failing to be incorporated
into conventional conservation understanding. In alignment with these decolonial needs, we
provide a brief primer of the origins of settler colonial conservation, resulting broadscale
disparities, and pathways toward a more just conservation future.

Working in conjunction with protected areas, settler colonial conservationists also aimed to
disrupt Indigenous relations with more-than-human kin. For example, the American Bison
Society (ABS), founded in 1905 by Theodore Roosevelt and Gifford Pinchot, although charged
with protecting buffalo, stood by as “surplus” buffalo were killed in droves at the newly formed
protected area at Yellowstone. This coordinated culling of buffalo extended the ongoing colonial
attacks on Indigenous lifeways, where the near extinction of buffalo served in part as a military
strategy to starve Indigenous Peoples who resisted colonial expansion and relied on buffalo to
maintain cultural lifeways and responsibilities to more-than-human kin.

CPAWS Guardians Bison SK.pdf
Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society, Saskatchewan. 2026. Website.

https://cpaws-sask.org/indigenous-quardians-protect-bison/

Focus on Sturgeon River Plains Bison and Indigenous Guardians in Prince Albert National Park
area. Discusses reconciliation and ecological role of plains buffalo.
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DionneCommunicationandDemocracy2025.pdf

T. Jake Dionne. 2025. Subordinating Plains Indians through conservation law: A
rhetorical analysis of the Bison Protection Debate. Communication and Democracy, 59:1,
135-160,

DOI:10.1080/27671127.2024.2425597

From 1871 to 1876, the US Congress debated whether to prohibit commercial hunters from
slaughtering the American bison. Although Congress passed a ban, President Ulysses S. Grant
refused to sign it into law. In this article, | rhetorically analyze the Bison Protection Debate,
arguing that it evidences Congress’ attempt to subordinate Plains Indians by passing a
conservation law. To support my argument, | show how congressional leaders rhetorically
constructed bison as a spatial synecdoche for the Great Plains, tying the species’ fate to the
success of Grant’s Peace Policy in this region. While most predicted the bison’s protection
would benefit Grant’'s Peace Policy, a select few predicted otherwise. The Bison Protection
Debate reveals that Congress attempted to use the bison’s protection, not just its extermination,
for reasons of settler colonialism. Recognizing this point is crucial for ethically remembering the
genocidal politics surrounding the bison’s near extinction in the nineteenth century.

DrivingBisonandBlackfootScience.pdf

Russel Lawrence Barsh and Chantelle Marlor. 2003. Driving Bison and Blackfoot Science.
Human Ecology, Vol. 31, No. 4.

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/226551719 Driving Bison and Blackfoot Science

Archaeological and ethnohistorical evidence of “buffalo jumping” is concentrated in Blackfoot
(Nitsitapi) territory. Although the “hardware” of buffalo jumps has been documented extensively,
little is known of the “software,” in particular the skills required to drive stampeding herds of
bison over long distances to the deadfall, on foot, and often for days. The origins and nature of
bison driving knowledge is explored on the basis of ethnohistory as well as Blackfoot chronicles,
philosophy, and linguistics, and compared with the findings of recent field studies on the
relationships between bison and wolves in the northern Great Plains. Blackfoot explanations of
bison driving as knowledge learned from wolves are entirely plausible, and shed light on
Blackfoot ecological methodology, as well as the development of human—canid hunting
relationships generally.
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DSF-governance-back-September-20-v2-003.pdf

Aimée Craft and Rachel Plotkin. 2022. GOVERNANCE BACK: EXPLORING INDIGENOUS
APPROACHES TO RECLAIMING RELATIONSHIPS WITH LAND. David Suzuki Foundation
and Decolonizing Water.

https://davidsuzuki.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/DSF-governance-back-September-20-v2-
003.pdf

This report from the David Suzuki Foundation and Decolonizing Water Project sets out to profile
some of the approaches to restore Indigenous land governance.

To research it, a literature review was conducted and leaders in land governance were
interviewed. Some of the initiatives profiled in this report are steps in a process toward land
reclamation, while others are ends in themselves.

The case studies include creative vehicles for sharing the land, mechanisms for incorporating
Indigenous law, and templates for returning/reclaiming decision-making to Indigenous Peoples
so that they can assume their responsibilities to the land and/or practise their inherent forms of
land stewardship.

Included is the National Bison Range in Montana.

how Indigenous revived Bison.pdf

Esther Peias. How indigenous communities revived the American bison.
Sustainability/Acciona.

https://www.activesustainability.com/environment/indigenous-communities-american-bison

By creating special reserves, and using husbandry techniques passed on by word of mouth
from generation to generation, indigenous communities have rescued the endangered American
bison, also known as the buffalo. Not only does this mark a famous achievement in species
conservation, but it's helping combat climate change and recovering a unique cultural identity.

All this effort by the different communities has converged into the Tribal Buffalo Lifeways
Collaboration alliance, made up of the InterTribal Buffalo Council (which supports 83 tribes in
caring for over 25,000 buffalo in 22 states), Native Americans in Philanthropy, The Nature
Conservancy, and WWF, with the support of the US State and Agriculture Departments, all of
whom are contributing to the consolidation of the species.
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IKC.pdf
Indigenous Kinship Circle. 2026. Website.

The Indigenous Kinship Circle (IKC) is a cross-boundary community of practice for Indigenous
people and allies working to advance the wellbeing of our communities across the Central
Grasslands of Turtle Island. Our community offers members a space to elevate Indigenous
voices, find support, connect with Indigenous knowledge, share beneficial practices, and
collaborate on projects. We also create bridges with Western environmental, conservation, and
science communities to build understanding, respect, and inclusion of Indigenous perspectives.

We envision Indigenous communities that are happy, healthy, and thriving as we embody our
lifeways and ancestral kinships, nurturing our relationships with each other, our relatives, and
Mother Earth.

https://www.indigenouskinshipcircle.com/about

IndigenousLedAbout.pdf
Indigenous Led. 2026. Website.

https://www.indigenousled.org/about

A collection of pieces describing Indigenous Led. Plains Buffalo are an essential component.

Indigenous Peoples’ sophisticated cultures, societies, economies, and scientific systems give
rise to a holistic conservation approach: an intricate web of multi-dimensional alliances and
treaties, millennia of observational data and reciprocal relationship with the natural world. It is
conservation based in abundance and care.

In contrast, the scarcity-mindset and othering embedded in the Western conservation paradigm
gives rise to a quieting of awe and a dissociative relationship with the natural world. This
fractured relationship is clearly not working. In the face of the looming existential threat of
climate destruction, we need a restorative movement.

This movement looks like:

e Deploying diplomacy and strategic partnership to the forces of ecological and cultural
fragmentation and socio-political division.

e Providing scientific leadership that draws on Indigenous and Western science, as well as
cultural knowledge, to advance cutting-edge research and inform decision-making and
policy change.

e Restoring ecological and cultural keystone species and ecosystems.

e Proving the power of Indigenous-led conservation to meet the challenges of the
biodiversity and climate crises.

o Drawing on storytelling, art, and culture to inspire, activate, and transform.

Indigenous Led is hosting Buffalo Beyond Borders in April 2026, San Antonio, Texas.
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Lamb et al. - 2023 - Braiding Indigenous rights and endangered species.pdf

Clayton T. Lamb, Roland Willson, Allyson K. Menzies, Naomi Owens-

Beek, Michael Price, Scott McNay, Sarah P. Otto, Mateen Hessami, Jesse

N. Popp, Mark Hebblewhite, and Adam T. Ford. 2023. Braiding Indigenous rights and
endangered species law. Science Vol 380, Issue 6646 pp. 694-696.

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/370870539 Braiding Indigenous rights and endang
ered species law

Has a description of work on bison with Indigenous leadership.

Bison recovery will remain incomplete until peoples’ cultural connection with bison—including a
prominent role in diet—is restored across broader landscapes.

IPCA U of AZ download.pdf

Youdelis, M. & Townsend, J. & Bhattacharyya, J. & Moola, F. & Fobister, J., (2021)
“Decolonial conservation: establishing Indigenous Protected Areas for future
generations in the face of extractive capitalism”, Journal of Political Ecology 28(1).

doi: https://doi.org/10.2458/ipe.4716

Extractive capitalism has long been the driving force of settler colonialism in Canada, and
continues to threaten the sovereignty, lands and waters of Indigenous nations across the
country. While ostensibly counterposed to extractivism, state-led conservation has similarly
served to alienate Indigenous peoples from their territories, often for capitalist gain. Recognizing
the inadequacy of the colonial-capitalist conservation paradigm to redress the biodiversity crisis,
scholars in political ecology increasingly call for radical, convivial alternatives rooted in equity
and justice. Indigenous Protected and Conserved Areas (IPCAs) are one such alternative,
representing a paradigm shift from colonial to Indigenous-led conservation that reinvigorates
Indigenous knowledge and governance systems. Since the Indigenous Circle of Experts
finalized a report in 2018 on how IPCAs could contribute to Canada's conservation targets and
reconciliation efforts, an increasing number of Indigenous stewardship initiatives across the
country have been declared as IPCAs. These initiatives are assertions of Indigenous
sovereignty, inherent rights, and responsibilities to their territories, as well as movements to
rejuvenate biocultural conservation. Although Canada is supporting IPCAs through certain
initiatives, the country's extractivist development model along with jurisdictional inconsistencies
are undermining the establishment and long-term viability of many IPCAs. This paper explores
two instances where Indigenous governments have established, or are establishing, IPCAs as
novel strategies for land and water protection within long histories of resistance to colonial-
capitalist exploitation. We argue that there is a paradoxical tension in Canadian conservation
whereby Indigenous-led conservation is promoted in theory.
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Keyser_Erich_201808_MA.pdf and KeyserE_ErratumDocument.pdf

Erich Keyser. 2018. Collaborative Conservation: Reconnecting People, Land, and Bison
through the linnii Initiative. A Thesis presented to The University of Guelph in partial
fulfilment of requirements for the degree of Master of Arts in Geography Guelph, Ontario,
Canada.

https://atrium.lib.uoguelph.ca/bitstreams/209ec239-14f3-4ebe-bccb-2ff548f7418a/download

https://atrium.lib.uoguelph.ca/bitstreams/26edcd4c-0853-4b22-9764-e5a1bd971aa4/download

linnii Initiative brings together a veritable web of conservation actors across international
borders as an extraordinary example of Indigenous-led collaborative conservation to restore one
of North America’s most iconic megafauna, the plains bison, to Blackfoot traditional territory in
and around the Waterton-Glacier International Peace Park in Alberta and Montana. Plains bison
are not only ecological keystone species (Knapp et al. 1999), they are culturally significant to
the Blackfoot people having been a spiritual guide, source of food, and center of ceremony.

The near extermination of plains bison from the North American plains in the late 1800s upon
western settlement got rid of this ecological and cultural keystone from the landscape, severing
important relationships between bison, Blackfoot, and the land. Restoring bison to this
landscape will not only reestablish a vital element of the prairie ecosystem, it will renew a
relationship and assist in the resurgence of Blackfoot culture and health.

There has been a recent shift in conservation over the past few decades from a state-led,
colonial, Eurocentric, “Old Paradigm” to a “New Paradigm” that is trying to be more
collaborative, holistic, and focused on the rights of Indigenous people.

The process of decolonization requires not only engaging with the idea of land, but also
necessitates returning land (and the decision making about that land) to those who were
colonized and from whom land had been taken.
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NarwhalAlbertatoMontanaBisonBlackfeet2024.pdf

Jimmy Thomson. 2024. ‘We’re just getting started’: from Alberta to Montana, Blackfeet
guardians hope to bring back the buffalo jump: The Blackfoot Confederacy is working
toward free-roaming buffalo crossing the border once again — and revitalizing traditional
hunts. The Narwhal, December 5, 2024.

https://thenarwhal.ca/blackfoot-guardians-buffalo-

herds/?utm_source=The+Narwhal&utm campaign=aa842f9d79-
Dec.+20+2025+%E2%80%94+EQY+0TG+appeal+5+%E2%80%94 +past+donors&utm _mediu
m=email&utm term=0 f6a05fddb8-aa842f9d79-108680136

The Blackfoot Confederacy is working toward free-roaming buffalo crossing the border once
again — and revitalizing traditional hunts.

Work to support Indigenous Guardians programs in Canada has provided something of a
blueprint for this effort. But without dedicated government funding and a lack of a clear
regulatory framework, the Blackfeet are forging a new path in Montana with implications that will
reverberate across the Canada-U.S. border — one that could mean free-roaming buffalo again
cross the border as they once did, as though it doesn’t exist at all.

In one of the greatest ecological comebacks of all time, the buffalo are returning — and
Indigenous communities are once again in the middle of it all.

NarwhalPlainsBuffalo.pdf

Kayla Maclnnis. 2024. Travelling the Buffalo road: Indigenous nations are rematriating
bison to the prairie: Millions of bison once roamed the grasslands, until colonialism
nearly wiped them out. Now, Indigenous people are bringing them back and restoring
balance to their homelands. The Narwhal, Oct. 25, 2024.

https://thenarwhal.ca/indigenous-rematriation-buffalo-grasslands/

Indigenous communities are working to rematriate them to the grasslands. Rematriation is the
process of restoring lands and cultures, done with deep reverence to honour not only the past
and present but also the future, and rooted in Indigenous law.

Buffalo don’t care about borders, and yet, there are rigid regulations in place that stop their
movement. The treaty envisions ecological corridors that will allow Buffalo to migrate and roam
freely. These corridors are essential for maintaining genetic diversity, supporting the vast
ecosystem dynamics of the plains, preserving cultural and spiritual connections and ensuring
long-term viability of bison populations by preventing overgrazing and disease outbreaks.

Stewardship is about mutual care, not property. “It's not about ownership. Right from the very
beginning of the dialogues, we said, ‘No one owns the buffalo.” We all have our part in taking
care of them. They’ve taken care of us for so many generations, and it’'s now our turn to take
care of them. How do we work together to make sure their life is good?”
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Nemeth_Incorporating_Diversity_Bison Sturgeon River Plains Bison.pdf

Mia Nemeth. 2025. Incorporating Diverse Perspectives into the Sturgeon River Plains Bison
Herd’s Conservation & Management.

https://harvest.usask.ca/bitstreams/f8400cf9-f4ba-447d-b003-b6cdb66e011d/download

The Sturgeon River Plains Bison Herd (SRPBH) is one of only two wild, free-ranging, unfenced
herds still inhabiting plains bison’s original Canadian range. The herd primarily occupies the
sedge meadows and fescue grasslands in the southwestern corner of Prince Albert National
Park (PANP), but seasonally ventures into adjacent landscapes, often causing damage to
infrastructure and crops.

Although various initiatives have sought to minimize the bison’s impact outside the park
boundary, their activities continue to be a significant source of local conflict. Local landowners,
eager to reduce property damage, enlist members of nearby First Nations communities to hunt
the foraging bison. This has fostered a relationship that mitigates bison damage, cultivates
social tolerance for the herd, and strengthens Indigenous-bison relations. However, the herd’s
population has significantly declined over the past decade, and differing views on hunting
persist.

The future health and sustainability of the SRPBH remain urgent issues, tied to Parks Canada’s
broader plains bison conservation efforts. Despite the SRPBH’s environmental and sociocultural
significance, very little social science research has examined how the diverse stakeholders’
perspectives, interests, and concerns intersect and influence bison conservation and
management in this context.

My research will investigate how the conservation and management of the SRPBH can better
incorporate these local perspectives, concerns, and interests. | will employ ethnographic
methodology grounded in in-depth interviews and participant observation with key stakeholder
groups to foster collaboration and equal representation in conservation policy and planning, as
well as explore the potential for productive human-wildlife coexistence in these types of shared,
multi-use landscapes.
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Nie-The-Use-of-Co-Management-and-Protected-Land-Use-Designations-to-Protect-Tribal-
Cultural-Resources-and-Reser.pdf

MARTIN NIE. 2008. Natural Resources Journal 48(3): 585. THE USE OF CO-
MANAGEMENT AND PROTECTED LAND-USE DESIGNATIONS TO PROTECT TRIBAL
CULTURAL RESOURCES AND RESERVED TREATY RIGHTS ON FEDERAL LANDS.

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/228849064 Use of Co-

Management and Protected Land-

Use Designations to Protect Tribal Cultural Resources and Reserved Treaty Rights on F
ederal Lands The

Several Native Nations in the United States have cultural resources and reserved treaty rights
on federal lands. This article examines two approaches that can be used to protect such values
and rights: the use of cooperative management models and protected land-use designations
made by Congress or federal land agencies. Back-ground on both subjects is provided, and the
case of the Badger-Two Medicine area in Montana is used for illustration.

Though most pronounced in the context offish and wildlife management, tribes are playing
several roles in cooperatively managing federal lands and resources. Some of the most
substantive cooperative arrangements on federal land are the result of laws and policies
mandating their use. Protected land-use designations, including place-based legislation, have
also been used to protect sacred lands and reserved treaty rights. This article describes several
cases where such strategies have been used in the past and analyzes what they might offer in
contrast to more reactive and procedural-based protections.
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Plains Peoples.pdf

Chapter 3: The Plains Peoples—Allies, Conflict, Adaptation, in Histories of Indigenous
Peoples and Canada by John Douglas Belshaw; Sarah Nickel; and Dr. Chelsea Horton.
2020. Thompson Rivers University.

https://histindigenouspeoples.pressbooks.tru.ca/chapter/chapter-3-the-plains-peoples-allies-
conflict-adaptation/

This chapter looks at the Indigenous peoples of the Prairies within the context of trade,
resources, relationships, and competition across the interior of North America and how that was
influenced by the addition of Atlantic commerce.

Borders between Indigenous peoples in the North and west have never been precise, nor have
they been unchanging. The Niitsitapi, for example, are thought to have originated as far east as
Maine and migrated—roughly in parallel with the Anishinaabe—west through the Great Lakes
and then onto the Northern Plains sometime around 1300. Arriving in what are now the
borderlands between Alberta and Montana, they eventually pushed the resident Ktunaxa (a.k.a.
Kutenai, Kootenay) off the Prairies, over the foothills, and across the mountains into what is now
southeastern British Columbia. The AnihSinapé (a.k.a. Nahkawininiwak, Saulteaux, Plains
Ojibwa, Chippewa) extended their reach into the Red River Valley of southern Manitoba in the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. They were pushed, as many nations were, by increased
competition for land between Indigenous peoples in the Ohio Basin and settler societies.
Similarly, the Atsina shifted gradually north and west into the Badlands and were followed in the
late nineteenth century by the Lakota Sioux.

Rewilding_and_Indigenous_Community-Led_Land_Care.pdf

Tristan T. Derham, Freya Mathews, and Christopher. N. Johnson. 2025. Rewilding and
Indigenous Community-Led Land Care. Conservation Letters, 2025; 18:e13090.

In the 1990s, pioneers of rewilding described a bold vision of wilderness connected at the
continental scale, with thriving populations of large, wild animals. Much of the resulting
discourse has emphasized uninhabited places or has promoted a “handsoff’ approach to
environmental management. This clashes with many Indigenous perspectives and has made
rewilding largely irrelevant to Indigenous communities, especially in colonized countries.
Rewilding can support Indigenous aspirations for sovereignty, health, and justice. Indigenous
communities and their traditional ecological knowledge are vital to conservation. We suggest
two principles rewilding can align with, and support, Indigenous communities: shifting from
wilderness to the creative agency of wild beings, and framing restoration as a collaborative
endeavor between humans and wildlife. Rewilding should seek opportunities to place
Indigenous communities in leadership positions, in terms of both practical restoration and the
conceptual reshaping of rewilding itself. We relate two case studies of Indigenous community-
led conservation which exemplify the potential of such an approach: the Buffalo Treaty in North
America, and the Lungtalanana Cultural Restoration Project in southern Australia.
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Shared-governance-report-March7-2023.pdf

Aimée Craft and Rachel Plotkin. 2023. SHARED GOVERNANCE. David Suzuki Foundation
and Decolonizing Water.

https://davidsuzuki.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Shared-governance-report-March?7-
2023.pdf

This report from the David Suzuki Foundation and Decolonizing Water sets out to explore some
of the forms that shared governance and decision-making can take—both historical models that
can be improved upon, and new and evolving models that can serve as templates for shared
land governance initiatives.

Through a literature review and interviews with knowledge-holders involved in (or studying)
shared governance projects, it explores the strengths and weaknesses of well-established co-
management models, from the Gwaii Haanas National Park Reserve, National Marine
Conservation Area Reserve and Haida Heritage Site (hereafter Gwaii Haanas); the Yukon
Water Board; and the Beverly and Qamanirjuaq Caribou Management Board to more recent
approaches like the management structures for the Great Bear Rainforest and Thaidene Néné
Protected Area.

tankafundbison.pdf

https://www.tankafund.org/buffalo-restoration

Since 2014, we have been working to provide animals, grants and technical assistance to
Native American Buffalo caretakers who, in turn, serve their own communities through
maintaining cultural herds, providing healthy Buffalo meat to community members, and
mentoring younger ranchers.

We are the only organization that works solely with and financially funds private Native
American family- and community-owned Buffalo ranches.

We work to return Buffalo to their homelands, honoring the cultural and spiritual significance of
the Buffalo Nation to Indigenous communities.

Tanka Fund addresses the challenges its rancher partners face in growing Buffalo herds using
traditional caretaking methods.

We help Buffalo caretakers across all U.S.-based tribes, including established ranchers, new
herd caretakers, and those converting from cattle to Buffalo.

Tanka Fund emphasizes the reciprocal relationship between Buffalo and the land, where
caretakers take care of the Buffalo, and the Buffalo contribute to soil health and prairie
restoration.

The Buffalo, considered a sacred relative in Native culture, provided sustenance, clothing, and
economic stability. Tanka Fund's mission is rooted in this ancestral relationship.

Wild Buffalo Summit March 2025 74


https://davidsuzuki.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Shared-governance-report-March7-2023.pdf
https://davidsuzuki.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Shared-governance-report-March7-2023.pdf
https://www.tankafund.org/buffalo-restoration
https://www.tankafund.org/what-we-do
https://www.tankafund.org/technical-assistance-and-training

ubc_2026_february_nishima_miller_jeffrey and Indigenous led conservation.pdf

Jeffrey Nishima-Miller. 2025. TRANSFORMATIVE FRAMEWORKS AND STRATEGIC
PLANNING FOR WILDLIFE STEWARDSHIP, CO-MANAGEMENT, AND INDIGENOUS-LED
CONSERVATION. A DISSERTATION SUBMITTED IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE
REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY. THE COLLEGE OF
GRADUATE STUDIES (Interdisciplinary Studies - Sustainability), THE UNIVERSITY OF
BRITISH COLUMBIA (Okanagan).

https://open.library.ubc.ca/soa/clRcle/collections/ubctheses/24/items/1.0451063

This research offers frameworks, operational models and grounded case studies. The results
present core requirements for reconciliation-based conservation to meaningfully occur, a model
for mobilizing Indigenous Knowledge Systems throughout the wildlife management process, and
a strategic planning approach and adaptive tools in support of Indigenous-led conservation.
Together, the findings highlight opportunities for and barriers to change in contemporary wildlife
management and conservation systems.

ucalgary_2016_hubbard_tasha.pdf

Tasha Hubbard. 2016. The Call of the Buffalo: Exploring Kinship with the Buffalo in
Indigenous Creative Expression. A THESIS SUBMITTED TO THE FACULTY OF
GRADUATE STUDIES IN PARTIAL FULFILMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE
DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY GRADUATE PROGRAM IN ENGLISH.
UNIVERSITY OF CALGARY, CALGARY, ALBERTA.

https://ucalgary.scholaris.ca/bitstreams/53ad55b8-f7c4-44e6-b353-9d06eb380580/download

This dissertation examines the kinship relationship between Indigenous peoples and our relative
the buffalo. | posit that texts in which Indigenous peoples express their relationship with the
buffalo contain expressions of Indigenous epistemologies. Indigenous kinship theory,
Indigenous critical geography, and Indigenous histories are foundational for this project. The
presence of the buffalo is found within Indigenous oral stories, literature, art, and other forms of
expression.

Specifically, the dissertation engages with the representation of buffalo’s role in creating and
renewing kinship ties. It examines Indigenous grief and mourning during the genocide of the
buffalo; buffalo confinement and diaspora during the settlement era; women’s knowledge of the
connection between buffalo and the land; and the artist’s role in revitalizing the relationship with
buffalo.

This work can be understood as the imperative for Indigenous peoples to remember the kinship
relationship shared with the buffalo, including the web of responsibilities to all peoples, human
and more-than-human, with whom we share this land.
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vanBeek_Shoukia_2019_Masters.pdf

Shoukia van Beek. 2019. BEYOND THE BORDER: BUFFALO AND BLACKFOOT TENURE
ON TRADITIONAL TERRITORIES. A THESIS SUBMITTED TO THE FACULTY OF
GRADUATE STUDIES IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE
DEGREE OF MASTER OF ARTS , GRADUATE PROGRAM IN GEOGRAPHY, YORK
UNIVERSITY, TORONTO, ONTARIO.

The international US-Canada border divides and dissects the ancestral territory of the
Siksikaitsitapi Indigenous nations. This thesis examines Siksikaitsitapi experiences of the border
as a settler-colonial method of containment and their resistance to these processes through the
reintroduction of the buffalo. The reintroduction of the buffalo to Siksikaitsitapi territory
represents Siksikaitsitapi worldviews and relationship to the lands which extend across and
beyond the imposed border. The buffalo are powerful within Siksikaitsitapi ways of knowing, and
their return signifies a resilience in a host of sacred, social, cultural, and traditional principles
that underpin Siksikaitsitapi life. This study shows that through the cross-border movement of
the free-roaming buffalo, the Siksikaitsitapi are asserting their ongoing presence, relationship to
the land, and sovereignty by using Indigenous-led conservation to challenge the divisive nature
of the border. This research highlights how Siksikaitsitapi thought and worldviews are
continuous and offer a sustainable and meaningful practice for conservation governance.

Why Bison BobWeber.pdf

Bob Weber. 2023. Plains First Nations still impacted by near extinction of bison, research
suggests: Historians say loss marked First Nations physically, economically. The
Canadian Press Sep 16, 2023.

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/bison-prairies-first-nations-1.6969322

"Economic opportunity is determined in part by history," said Donn Feir, an economic historian
at the University of Victoria and one of three authors of a recently published paper on the
lingering economic impact of that near-extinction. "When you look at the landscape of economic
development and Indigenous economic growth in Canada and the U.S., you have to keep in
mind that history is still very much with us." They conclude that loss, together with reduced
access to institutions such as banks, marked those nations physically and economically. "Those
historical injustices are being perpetuated today through poverty traps," said Feir, whose paper
is published in Oxford University Press' Review of Economic Studies.

Tasha Hubbard, a flmmaker and native studies scholar at the University of Alberta, said the
paper's conclusions are valid — as far as they go. "This is part of it," she said. "[Loss of

bison] was a hugely negative impact on Indigenous people." But she cautioned that ongoing
loss has to be seen in a larger context. To Plains First Nations, bison were a cultural as well as
an economic resource and their loss went beyond property and jobs and incomes. "Yes,
economy," Hubbard said. "But also wellness."
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Why reintroducing bison is revitalizing the Prairies and Indigenous culture.pdf

Karen Pauls. 2023. Why reintroducing bison is revitalizing the Prairies and Indigenous
culture, identity: 'We need to think about ways of making room for bison to return and to
do their magic,’ ecologist says. CBC News Dec 31, 2023.

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/why-reintroducing-bison-is-revitalizing-the-prairies-
and-indigenous-culture-identity-1.7057801

On the Sioux Valley Dakota Nation west of Brandon, Man., schoolchildren are throwing
pumpkins into a bison pen, a ceremony and sign of respect to an animal that has deep spiritual
significance for Indigenous culture and identity.

Change has already come to the Métis Nation-Saskatchewan. Twenty-five female bison were
recently transferred from Grasslands National Park to the festival grounds at Batoche, about 80
kilometres northeast of Saskatoon.

"It's really, really a historic, emotional moment for our community here in Saskatchewan," said
Métis Nation—Saskatchewan Vice-President Michelle LeClair. "It really is symbolic in that way
that the bison are back on our land where people fought and died for Métis rights."

Wind River Bison Restoration Must be Indigenous Led.pdf

Jason Baldes. 2026. Why Buffalo Restoration Must Be Indigenous-Led. Wind River Tribal
Buffalo Initiative.

https://windriverbuffalo.org/why-buffalo-restoration-must-be-indigenous-led/

Envision a future where thousands of Buffalo roam the Plains as wildlife, protected under Tribal
law. At the Wind River Tribal Buffalo Initiative, we’re advancing that vision. But Buffalo
restoration is more than bringing an animal back to the land. Our mission is to return Buffalo to
the Wind River landscape, and in turn, to heal relationships between Indigenous Peoples,
ancestral territories, and the natural world that has sustained us for millennia. Efforts to bring
back Buffalo must honor these relationships by ensuring that restoration is guided by the
leadership of Native Nations.

Organizations like the InterTribal Buffalo Council facilitate education and training programs on
Buffalo reintroduction. Partnerships between tribes and organizations like The Nature
Conservancy have helped move Buffalo from conservation herds to Native Nations,
demonstrating a broader shift in conservation thinking — from approaches that excluded
Indigenous Peoples, to those that center on our knowledge and sovereignty.

Through our mission of land rematriation, community revitalization, and youth education, we are
returning Buffalo to Indigenous lands, managed under Indigenous law. Their protection is
essential to the health and balance of grasslands animals, plants, Tribes, and food systems. We
are all interconnected, we all flourish when the Buffalo are back.
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WindspeakerarticleKainai.pdf

Shari Narine. 2022. Buffalo make us better human beings. Windspeaker, January 25,
2022.

‘You keep asking us what do we want and we’re telling you. We want to see visibly buffalo. We
want to see buffalo on the Prairie again’. These are the words that were spoken by Elders,
recalls Amethyst First Rider.

“Buffalo is part of us and we are part of the buffalo, culturally, materially and spiritually. Our
ongoing relationship is so close and so embodied in us that buffalo is the essence of our holistic
eco-cultural life-ways,” reads the Buffalo Treaty, which is archived in the Whyte Museum of the
Canadian Rockies in Banff.

Kimberly Pearson, nature legacy ecosystem scientist at Waterton Lakes National Park, said
Waterton staff withessed the signing of the Buffalo Treaty on the Blackfeet reservation in
Montana in 2014. She noted that although the Blood timber reserve bordered three sides of
Waterton park, the relationship between the park and its Indigenous neighbours had been
limited. But in 2018 Parks Canada began the Nature Legacy program. Funded at $2.3 billion
over five years, the program includes an Indigenous pillar, which sees the parks supporting
Indigenous-led conservation. For the first time, Parks Canada has entered into relationships that
go beyond the boundaries of their parks, said Pearson.

WWEF Tribes Bison Return.pdf

Alison Henry. 2023. Native Nations lead the way to returning bison to their traditional
homelands. World Wildlife Fund USA Website.

https://www.worldwildlife.org/news/stories/native-nations-lead-the-way-to-returning-bison-to-
their-traditional-homelands/

In response to their near extermination, conservationists—including Indigenous people—
successfully brought the plains bison back from the brink of extinction to a population of
approximately 45,000 in Tribal and conservation herds. Of those, 20,000 are managed in the
public interest by governments and environmental organizations, and an estimated 25,000 are
managed by Native Nations

Native Nations seeking to restore bison to their lands remain the cornerstone of the species’
recovery. Since 2014, WWF has partnered with Native Nations throughout the Northern Great
Plains in support of their efforts to conserve and restore grassland ecosystems within their
communities and stands behind local visions and strategies that aim to bolster ecological,
economic, and community benefits. Our goal is to support bison restoration efforts that serve
the expressed values, needs, and aspirations of the Native Nations with whom we work, which
include the Fort Peck Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes, Fort Belknap Indian Community, and the
Sicangu Lakota Nation.
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NGOs Involved with Plains Buffalo and Grassland Conservation

canadiangrasslandcoalitiongraphic.pdf
Canadian Grasslands Coalition. 2026. Coalition Members. Website.

Members include Birds Canada, kihci-okawimaw askiy Knowledge Centre, Central Grasslands
Roadmap, Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society, Prairie Conservation Forum, Prairie
Conservation Action Plan, Nature Conservancy of Canada, and Nature Saskatchewan.

https://canadasgrasslands.ca/

CWEFgrasslands.pdf
Canadian Wildlife Federation. 2026. Extraordinary Grasslands. Website.

https://cwf-fcf.org/en/explore/grasslands.html

Less than 20 per cent of native grasslands remain and what is left is critical habitat necessary to
recover declining species at risk like the Burrowing Owl, Ferruginous Hawk, Swift Fox, Greater
Sage Grouse, and Long-billed Curlew. CWF is working to conserve native grasslands and
wildlife in SK and AB.

Plains Bison roamed in herds millions strong, their thunderous presence carving habitat in the
landscape for many species including badgers, Pronghorn, prairie dogs, grassland birds, insects
and rare plants. Great Plains wolves and the prairie population of Grizzly Bears thrived on these
great herds, hunting openly among flowers and grasses. Indigenous Peoples built powerful
nations and rich cultures on the natural abundance of these lands, prospering for millennia. The
calls of Sprague’s Pipit and Chestnut-collared Longspur signaled the start of spring, while great
migrants like Snow Geese gathered in droves to rest and refuel at abundant wetlands and
prairie potholes on their way to their Arctic breeding grounds.

The Canadian grasslands have been home to Indigenous Peoples since time immemorial. The
landscape and species that live on the grasslands are intricately tied to Indigenous cultures,
livelihoods, medicines and food security. The native prairie grasslands in what is now known as
Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba are the traditional territories of many nations, including the
Siksika, Piikani, Kainai, Tsuut'ina, Stoney, Nakoda, Lakota, Dakota, Néhiyawak (Cree),
Anih8inapék (Ojibwe/Saulteaux) and Métis Nations. The Canadian Wildlife Federation
acknowledges that these native prairie grasslands are Treaties 1-7 territory and the homeland
of the Métis/Michif.

For millennia, Indigenous Peoples have lived in harmony with the ecosystem of the prairies,
sustainably harvesting animals, berries and plants for food, and medicines. Bison and other
wildlife have also been an essential source of shelter, clothing, and tools. The importance of
wildlife and grassland habitat was and is still reflected in Regalia, ceremonies, art, storytelling,
dances and economic activities.
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greatplainsconservationnetwork.pdf
Great Plains Conservation Network. 2026. Website.

https://plainsconservation.org/

The Great Plains Conservation Network (GPCN) is a collaboration of more than 25 non-profit
and tribal organizations working together to conserve and restore the wildlife, habitats, and
ecological processes of the Great Plains. We welcome any organizations that share this vision
to join the network.

We employ science, public education, private sector initiatives, and advocacy to promote our
vision of a sea of grass supporting healthy wildlife populations and human communities. We
seek to enable, energize, and inspire participating organizations by linking our efforts in support
of this vision.

This is the only Grassland Conservation Network with a dedicated Bison Working Group.

LOI-Trilateral-Grasslands-Conservation-MX.CAN_.US-endorsed-Copy

Canada Mexico U.S. Trilateral Committee for Wildlife and Ecosystem Conservation and
Management. 2023. LETTER OF INTENT TO PROMOTE DEVELOPMENT OF A
COORDINATED APPROACH FOR GRASSLAND CONSERVATION IN THE UNITED
MEXICAN STATES, AND CANADA.

https://trilat.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/LOI-Trilateral-Grasslands-Conservation-
MX.CAN .US-endorsed-Copy.pdf

The Agencies intend to expand cooperation in regional, bilateral, and trilateral activities in
support of grassland habitat conservation and restoration.

NCC Indigenous.pdf
Nature Conservancy of Canada. 2026. Indigenous-led Conservation. Website.

https://natureconservancy.ca/what-we-do/collaborations/indigenous-led-conservation/

Nature Conservancy of Canada acknowledges that Indigenous Peoples have protected and
cared for their traditional territories in reciprocity natural areas, plants and wildlife that have
sustained them for millennia. Colonial practices, including conservation, have led to the
dislocation and disconnection of Indigenous Peoples from their traditional territories, severing
inherent cultural connections and roles and responsibilities to the land deeply rooted in place.
Conservation has had negative impacts on Indigenous lands, communities and cultures,
perpetuating harm by impacting economies, intergenerational knowledge transfer, language,
harvesting and spiritual practices. Increased recognition of this colonial history and growing
respect for Indigenous ways of knowing are transforming conservation efforts in Canada and
around the world Indigenous leadership in conservation is reclaiming their place on the land.

Wild Buffalo Summit March 2025 80


https://plainsconservation.org/
https://trilat.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/LOI-Trilateral-Grasslands-Conservation-MX.CAN_.US-endorsed-Copy.pdf
https://trilat.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/LOI-Trilateral-Grasslands-Conservation-MX.CAN_.US-endorsed-Copy.pdf
https://natureconservancy.ca/what-we-do/collaborations/indigenous-led-conservation/

PCAPpartnersMarch2026
Prairie Conservation Action Plan. 2026. Member Organizations. Website.

https://www.pcap-sk,org

Members include: Saskatchewan Aboriginal Land Technicians, Saskatchewan Bison
Association, Canadian Wildlife Service, Nature Conservancy of Canada, Parks Canada
(Grasslands National Park), and Nature Saskatchewan.

PCFpartnersMarch2026.
Prairie Conservation Forum. 2026. Member Organizations. Website.

https://albertapcf.org

Members include: Blood Tribe Land Management, Nature Conservancy of Canada, Alberta
Environment and Parks, Nature Saskatchewan, Canadian Wildlife Service, and Parks Canada
(Waterton Lakes National Park)..

TGPpartnersMarch2026.pdf
Transboundary Grassland Partnership. 2026. Member Organizations. Website.

https://albertapcf.org/about-prairies/transboundary-grasslands

Members include: Blood Tribe Land Management, Alberta Wilderness Association, World
Wildlife Fund USA, Alberta Environment and Parks, Saskatchewan Prairie Conservation Action
Plan, and Piikani Lodge Health Institute.

The+Central+Grasslands+Roadmap_Summit+Update_6_20_22.pdf

Central Grasslands Roadmap. 2022. Central Grasslands Roadmap—A Collaborative
Strategy for a Working Lands Biome. Website.

https://www.grasslandsroadmap.org/s/The-Central-Grasslands-Roadmap Summit-
Update 6 20 22.pdf

As a collective of stakeholders from across the Central Grasslands, eight diverse sectors and
three countries have come together to identify common principles and shared priorities to
address these challenges. By increasing support for coordinated conservation and fostering
mutual respect for the diverse people living and working across the Central Grasslands, we can
ensure resilient and connected grasslands and thriving human communities, now and for
generations to come.
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WCA Bison.pdf
Wildlife Conservation Society Canada. 2026. Bison. Website.

https://wcscanada.org/our-work/wildlife/bison/

In 2005, Wildlife Conservation Society relaunched the American Bison Society (ABS) (which
had gone dormant in 1935) to reinvigorate efforts to recover bison, shifting the focus from
staving off extinction to achieving ecological restoration of the Prairies.

ABS helped to bring together more than a dozen First Nations to sign the Buffalo Treaty in
2014, which recognizes the critical cultural role bison play for Indigenous people and their
commitment to helping to restore bison to their traditional lands.

WCS Canada is mapping habitat for both Plains Bison and Wood Bison through a global
partnership. We’'re identifying conservation landscapes: places that still have large and
connected habitats where bison could possibly be reintroduced to the wild.

We will share bison conservation landscape mapping with governments and First Nations to
identify and support continued efforts to bring wild bison back to their natural habitat.
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Plains Buffalo Management
A_follow-up_assessment_of_wildlife-permeable_fence.pdf

Dillon Watt, Jesse Whittington, and Karsten Heuer. 2025. A follow-up assessment of
wildlife-permeable fences used in the reintroduction of bison.

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/378253930 A follow-up assessment of wildlife-
permeable fences used in the reintroduction of bison

Fences are an important tool for anchoring reintroduced species to a target area, and there is a
need to understand their effect on other wildlife species. However, little is understood about the
response of wildlife to newly constructed fences over time. We evaluated fences used in the
reintroduction of plains bison Bison bison to Banff National Park, Canada. These fences were
designed to contain reintroduced bison while allowing for the free passage of other wildlife. In
2020, we provided an assessment of the permeability of several fence designs. Here, we
investigated longer-term fence effects and addressed the emerging question of whether wildlife
adapt their behaviours to navigate fences more effectively over time.

Elk fence crossing rates decreased after fence construction, and travel speeds slowed by a
negligible amount. However, these effects were temporary — wildlife learned to cross fences
more efficiently over time. EIk movement metrics followed a non-linear pattern after the
appearance of fences and began returning to pre-fence states after approximately two years.
Our study provides new information on the implementation of fences for conservation objectives
while minimizing impacts on sympatric wildlife.

Adjusted Carrying Capacity Informs Bison Conservation Management in the Imperilled
Mixed Grassland 1-s2.0-S1550742423001288-main.pdf

Thuy Doan, Stefano Liccioli, Maggi Sliwinski, Claude Samson, Bill Biligetu, Michelle
Sawatzky, and Xulin Guo. 2024. Resource Selection Function-Adjusted Carrying Capacity
Informs Bison Conservation Management in the Imperilled Mixed Grassland Ecosystem.
Rangeland Ecology & Management Volume 93 (7): 1-14.

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1550742423001288/pdfft?md5=17f2a716a06
8fce340c2425113808349&pid=1-s2.0-S1550742423001288-main.pdf

Conservation programs remain challenged by the rarity of large populations and most bison are
found in small, isolated, and confined herds. In this context, proper assessment of ecological
carrying capacity is critical to inform habitat management and conservation efforts for species
recovery. Although estimated food-limited carrying capacity is influenced by forage availability,
forage requirements, and offtake proportion, it should also consider habitat selection by animals,
especially inside confined settings to help avoid overgrazing. By improving our understanding of
the interaction of this species with the mixed-grass prairie ecosystem, the integration of
Resource Selection Functions with estimates of carrying capacity can help inform conservation
management of bison and multi-species at-risk habitat.
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AmericanPrairiePedro CalderonArt of Moving BUffalo High Country News.pdf

Matt Morris. 2025. The art of moving a buffalo: Pedro Calderon-Dominguez’s daily work
requires calm, quiet and patience. High Country News, March 21, 2025.

https://www.hcn.org/articles/the-art-of-moving-a-buffalo/

Popular article regarding manager at American Prairie Reserve in Montana.

Calderon-Dominguez has made a career communicating with animals. He started training
horses as a teenager in Chihuahua City, Mexico. As a graduate student, he worked cattle while
studying habitat restoration, a combination that led him to bison. Around them, Calderon-
Dominguez is always calm. He has to be, he said; bison mirror your energy.

In 2022, Calderon-Dominguez moved to Phillips County, Montana, to manage bison for the land
trust American Prairie. He lives on the nonprofit’s land with his wife, a marine biologist, and their
four horses, three dogs, goats, chickens and donkey. His friend, rancher Cody Spencer, has
called him the world’s best bison wrangler. Calderon-Dominguez said Spencer was
exaggerating.

APR_BisonPlan_062018.pdf

Curtis Freese, Kyran Kunkel, Damien Austin, and Betty Holder. 2018. Bison Management
Plan. American Prairie Reserve, Montana.

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/372390038 Freese et al - 2018 -
Bison Management Plan American Prairie Reserve

American Prairie Reserve (APR)’s mission is to create in the northern plains of Montana the
largest nature reserve in the continental United States, a refuge for people and wildlife
preserved forever as part of America’s heritage. Restoration of a large population of bison on
APR is central to this mission.

APR’s overarching goal for bison restoration is to establish a conservation herd of at least
10,000 bison that interact with the full complement of other native species and ecological
conditions that characterized this landscape for thousands of years.

APR aims to achieve the following objectives for bison conservation that reinforce and build on
the objectives of the original reintroduction plan and incorporate criteria of the Sanderson et al.
(2008) scorecard for making an “exceptional contribution” (the highest category) to fulfilling the
goals of the “Vermejo Statement” on ecological recovery of bison.
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Biondini-et-al-Bison-Use-of-Fire-Managed-Remnant-Prairies-September-1999.pdf

Mario E. Biondini, Allen A. Steuter, and Robert G. Hamilton . 1999. Bison Use of Fire-Managed
Remnant Prairies Source: Journal of Range Management, Vol. 52, No. 5: 454-461.

https://www.buffalofieldcampaign.org/images/get-involved/students-resource-about-bison/bison-
conservation-papers/Biondini-et-al-Bison-Use-of-Fire-Managed-Remnant-Prairies-September-

1999.pdf

This research was conducted at 2 sites: the Niobrara Valley Preserve (1990-1996), and the
Tallgrass Prairie Preserve (1993-1996). At both preserves, bison selected burned areas during
the growing season for 1-3 years and mostly avoided old burns and unburned areas. There was
an interaction between fire and range site in selection patterns. In the absence of fire, bison
mostly avoided both the Choppy Sand range sites at the Niobrara Valley Preserve and Loamy
Prairie range sites at the Tallgrass Prairie Preserve. When they were burned, however, these
sites were highly selected.

bison-management-plan-final.pdf

Prince Albert National Park. 2013. Sturgeon River Plains Bison Management Plan. Prince
Albert National Park, Saskatchewan.

No URL

The Sturgeon River plains bison management plan is a multilateral plan designed to involve
many organizations, agencies and local stakeholders in implementing management goals and
actions, ensuring the Sturgeon River plains bison herd remains a self-sustaining, naturally
regulated, and free ranging population. At the time of publication, the genetic analysis of the
Sturgeon River herd is not yet available. The genetic work will assist in determining a minimum
viable population for the Sturgeon River herd.

BisonManagementReport_SEPT2013_FINAL.pdf

Duane Lammers, Kevin Ogorzalek,, Tom Olson, John Flocchini, Steve Forrest, Bruce
Anderson, Alejandro Grajal, Dennis Jorgensen, Chad Kremer, Tom LeFaive, Jill Majerus,
Dawn Montanye Dan O’Brien, Shane Sarver, and Jim Stone.. 2013. Bison Conservation
Management: Guidelines for Herd Managers. World Wildlife Fund USA.

https://plainsconservation.org/wp-
content/uploads/documents/BisonManagementReport SEPT2013 FINAL (1).pdf

The Bison Conservation Working Group is comprised of experts including private bison
ranchers, consultants, private and tribal association representatives, conservationists concerned
about bison, and bison researchers. The Working Group was initially convened to create
scientific research-supported guidelines for private bison herd managers interested in
supporting more rigorous principles for bison conservation management. As the group’s work

Wild Buffalo Summit March 2025 85


https://www.buffalofieldcampaign.org/images/get-involved/students-resource-about-bison/bison-conservation-papers/Biondini-et-al-Bison-Use-of-Fire-Managed-Remnant-Prairies-September-1999.pdf
https://www.buffalofieldcampaign.org/images/get-involved/students-resource-about-bison/bison-conservation-papers/Biondini-et-al-Bison-Use-of-Fire-Managed-Remnant-Prairies-September-1999.pdf
https://www.buffalofieldcampaign.org/images/get-involved/students-resource-about-bison/bison-conservation-papers/Biondini-et-al-Bison-Use-of-Fire-Managed-Remnant-Prairies-September-1999.pdf
https://plainsconservation.org/wp-content/uploads/documents/BisonManagementReport_SEPT2013_FINAL_(1).pdf
https://plainsconservation.org/wp-content/uploads/documents/BisonManagementReport_SEPT2013_FINAL_(1).pdf

progressed it became apparent that the guidelines should focus on outcomes rather than the
type of landowner. With this in mind the Working Group changed its direction slightly and
shaped a document that could be used as a tool by managers of any type of herd—regardless
of whether it was a public, private, or NGO managed herd.

Larami-Foothills-herd-2018.pdf

Gary Buffington, Jennifer Barfield, and John Stokes. 2018. LARAMIE FOOTHILLS BISON
CONSERVATION HERD MANAGEMENT PLAN. City of Fort Collins Natural Areas, Larimer
County Natural Resources, Colorado State University.

No URL

The success of the Laramie Foothills Bison Conservation Herd can be attributed to the strength
of the collaborative partnership, enthusiasm of staff and researchers, and investment of an
engaged public. While the growth of the herd is indicative of a strong foundation for future
success, uncertainties exist, especially related to the sustained involvement of partners and
challenges associated with long-term management including staffing changes, political will of
various partner organizations, available resources, and funding.

To address challenges as they arise and achieve the conservation objectives set forth in this
plan, an open dialogue will be maintained and management strategies will be adapted to reflect
an evolving understanding of the role bison play in the greater ecosystems of Soapstone Prairie
and Red Mountain. From habitat diversification to disease management, reproductive research
to public engagement, project partners are committed to securing the long-term viability of both
the project and the herd. To play a valuable role in bison conservation beyond the Laramie
Foothills, the City, the County, and CSU will actively seek out opportunities to share findings,
bison, and a replicable partnership model with the broader conservation community.

THE BLACKFEET NATION_S BISON CONSERVATION HERD MANAGEMENT PLAN.pdf

Brandon Kittson. 2024. THE BLACKFEET NATION’S BISON CONSERVATION HERD
MANAGEMENT PLAN: Presented in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree
of Master of Science Wildlife Biology, The University of Montana, Missoula, MT.

https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cqgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=13432&context=etd

This document is meant to act as a guide to understanding Bison reintroduction on the Blackfeet
reservation and serve as a resource for bison management. This report and plan will: 1) review
bison ecology and the history of reintroduction efforts on the reservation; 2) identify potential
issues and barriers to successful reintroduction; 3) present a summary of current land policies
and patterns of land use on the reservation; and 4) provide recommendations for dealing with
those potential issues. Recommendations will be based on analyses of previous knowledge of
bison and bison behavior.
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TN-190-BlO-94ConservationPlanningwithBisonProducers.pdf

B. Simpson, T. Hilken. 2024. Conservation planning with bison producers. Grazing
Technical Note No. 190-Bl0-94. U.S. Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources
Conservation Service, Washington, DC.

https://directives.nrcs.usda.gov/sites/default/files2/1732536012/TN-190-BIO-
94%20Conservation%20Planning%20with%20Bison%20Producers.pdf

transitioning-cattle-bison-introduction.pdf

Intertribal Buffalo Council. 2022. PRODUCER HANDBOOK TRANSITIONING FROM
CATTLE TO BISON.

Developed by the InterTribal Buffalo Council (ITBC) in partnership with the USDA. It is designed
to assist tribal communities and Native cattle producers with the logistical, financial, and
management factors involved in switching from cattle to bison production.

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/transitioning-cattle-bison-introduction.pdf

Wiese2022-AcomprehensivebisonmanagementandresearchplanfortheCraneTrust.pdf

Joshua D. Wiese. 2022. A Comprehensive Bison Management and Research Plan for the
Crane Trust. Graduate Project In partial degree fulfillment of a: Masters of Environmental
Management Presented To: Western Colorado University, School of Graduate Studies &
The Platte River Whooping Crane Maintenance Trust, Inc.

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/360306428 A Comprehensive Bison Management
and Research Plan for the Crane Trust

This Bison Management and Research Plan was created to document the current status, vision,
goals, and practices of the Crane Trust’s bison program using conservation literature, internal
records and research, and coordinated planning meetings with members of the Natural
Resource Team. The creation of habitat structure can be facilitated using methods such as
patch-burn-grazing and encouraging bison movement and herbivory throughout the landscape.
However, invasive species and woody encroachment need to be addressed through more
intensive management practices before bison are allowed to freely graze throughout their range.

Like many small, conservation-oriented herds, the Crane Trust bison are spatially limited,
contained within a fenced boundary. Likewise, several species that once interacted ecologically
with bison, like wolves and prairie dogs, are no longer present on the landscape. These
limitations to ecological function have precluded small herds from several bison recovery
conversations. However, there are several advantages and opportunities for bison herds like the
Crane Trust’s. This plan demonstrates the adaptability of small conservation herds.
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Wind Cave Bison Management Plan.pdf

2006 . BISON MANAGEMENT PLAN AND ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION WIND
CAVE NATIONAL PARK. Wind Cave National Park.

https://npshistory.com/publications/wica/bison-mgt-plan-2006.pdf

Wind Cave National Park consists of 28,295 acres of mixed grass prairie and Ponderosa pine
forest. With the Park surrounded by a woven wire fence, there is a finite amount of forage
available to a wide variety of herbivores such as black-tailed prairie dog, mule deer, pronghorn
antelope, elk and bison. The Bison Management Plan consolidates and summarizes past,
present and future bison management at WICA. The plan defines the desired future conditions
for the bison herd at WICA, outlines the number of bison that the Park would maintain, and
alternatives to manage the bison population. In addition, the plan outlines methods to establish
conservation herds to maintain the valuable bison genetics 2 found at WICA.
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Public Opinion
BisonPolling.pdf
2011.

The survey focused on bison reintroduction was conducted February 23-24, 2011 by Moore
Information, Inc. a national public opinion research company. Telephone interviews were
conducted among a representative sample of 400 registered voters statewide.

Fort+Peck+Buffalo+Survey+full+results.pdf
2015. Fort Peck Buffalo Survey
no URL

Survey about bringing buffalo back to Fort Peck.

JicarillaApache_DataSummaries_27May2021.pdf
Jicarilla Apache Culture Committee. 2021. Jicarilla Apache Culture Committee Survey.
no URL

Thoughts and feelings about bringing buffalo back to Jicarilla Apache. Survey showed
overwhelming support.

Kainai linnii 2020 Survey Results.pdf
Blood Tribe. 2020. Kainai linnii Rematriation Survey Results. Blood Tribe.
no URL

Kainai iinnii rematriation survey Results. Provided by Kainai, Diandra Bruised Head. Handed out
and offered online in 2020.
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Rematriation
2023-05-31 WHAT WE HEARD - Bison Reintroduction Report - FINAL APPROVED.pdf

Banff National Park. 2023. What We Heard--Summary of Public Comment For the Report
on the Plains Bison Reintroduction Pilot 2017-2022. Banff National Park.

https://parks.canada.ca/pn-np/ab/banff/info/gestion-management/bison/rapport-mai-
reintroduction-may-report

Following the 2015 Plains Bison Reintroduction Plan, Parks Canada prepared a draft Report on
the Plains Bison Reintroduction Pilot 2017-2022 (the Report). The Report summarizes key
learnings of the five-year pilot and was shared with Indigenous Peoples, stakeholders, and the
public for comment over a 30-day engagement period between November 9th and December
14th, 2022.

Overall, feedback indicates the pilot was a success and there is a strong support for bison to
remain on the landscape, with variations in what that may look like in the future.

Anticipating the impacts of the Social Political and Biophysica.pdf

Jamie Ann Faselt. 2022. ANTICIPATING THE IMPACTS OF THE SOCIAL, POLITICAL, AND
BIOPHYSICAL LANDSCAPE ON LONG-TERM CONNECTIVITY FOR REINTRODUCED
PLAINS BISON. A thesis submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the
degree of Master of Science in Biology, Boise State University.

https://scholarworks.boisestate.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=3152&context=td

Intense anthropogenic pressures on the natural environment have created the need for
implementing strategies that promote or restore habitat connectivity. Despite the need to
navigate complex socio-political landscapes to implement connectivity conservation plans,
datasets depicting those conditions are rarely used in the connectivity models that underlie
connectivity conservation plans. This research demonstrates an approach for leveraging social,
political, institutional, and ecological datasets to model long-term connectivity for reintroduced
Plains bison in part of the Northern Great Plains, where no habitat connectivity currently exists.

| found that the economic incentive did little to shift the probability of implementing a connectivity
plan for bison when compared to the public land tolerance zone and Tribal and First Nations
governance scenario, suggesting that those strategies may have a greater impact on bison’s
long-term connectivity in the region. This approach can help conservation managers make more
informed decisions regarding where to implement bison connectivity plans, as well as what
levers may lead more successful conservation outcomes. My approach could be applied in
research for other wide-ranging, reintroduced, or otherwise controversial species to characterize
the potential trade-offs involved with different conservation interventions and ultimately lead to
conservation plans that have a higher probability of successful implementation.
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APTNEIklIslandTolndigenousPeoples.pdf

Danielle Paradis. 2023. Bison from Elk Island National Park transferred to First Nations
and Métis communities. APTN News Mar 15, 2023.

https://www.aptnnews.ca/national-news/bison-from-elk-island-national-park-transferred-to-first-
nations-and-metis-communities/

Parks Canada at Elk Island National Park announced that they have worked with First Nations
and Métis communities to introduce more than 300 bison back into their traditional territories in
Alberta.

Bison_2021_ASCCA _.pdf

Joslynn Colp and Chelsea Johnson. 2021. The Reintroduction of Bison on the ASCCA
Property. BIOL 451: Biological Conservation, SL Placement, St. Mary’s University,
Calgary.

https://www.crossconservation.org/uploads/source/images/Bison 2021 ASCCA .pdf

It is the desire of the ASCCA to use the very best land management practices and use research
to determine what those practices should be. The ASCCA currently uses cattle to manage its
grassland to mimic historical native wildlife browsing, however would bison be a better
alternative given the risks and fencing required? In this paper, background information on bison
including literature reviews and analysis will be discussed, followed by perspectives on grazing,
management, safety, their pros and cons, as well as recommendations.
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bisonreintroductionlessonsUTAH.pdf

Bill Bates and Kent Hersey. 2016. Lessons Learned from Bison Restoration Efforts in
Utah on Western Rangelands. Rangelands 38(5):256-265.

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/310510591 Lessons Learned from Bison Restoratio
n_Efforts in Utah on Western Rangelands/fulltext/594b83a2458515225a83629b/Lessons-
Learned-from-Bison-Restoration-Efforts-in-Utah-on-Western-

Rangelands.pdf? tp=eyJjb250ZXh0ljp7ImZpcnNOUGFnZSI6InB1YmxpY2F0aW9uliwicGFnZSI
6InB1YmxpY2F0aW9uln19

Utah has two wild, free-ranging herds on public lands managed as wildlife though hunting. Both
herds are descended from animals reintroduced to the Henry Mountains in the 1940s and more
recently the Book Cliffs in 2008. Key elements for the successful ecological restoration of bison
include:

e Legal designation of bison as wildlife in the state

e Genetically-pure, disease-free source

e Large expanses of habitat-they take a lot of room

e Potential conflicts must be identified and addressed in a transparent manner

 Mutual purpose and trust with all affected stakeholders is essential; i.e., ask, How can we
have both sustainable livestock grazing and a viable bison herd on the unit?

e Active management to address changing situations and maintain herd size at a sustainable
level

Canada Grassland national park bison.pdf

Parks Canada. 2006. Plains Bison Reintroduced to Grasslands National Park of Canada
as Part of "Prairie Persists" Initiative. Parks Canada.

https://www.canada.ca/en/news/archive/2006/05/plains-bison-reintroduced-grasslands-national-
park-canada-part-prairie-persists-initiative.html

Seventy-one plains bison have been released into the West Block of Grasslands National Park
of Canada today as part of an innovative project to enhance the park's ecological integrity. The
Prairie Persists project, which includes the reintroduction of bison to the park, was officially
launched today by the Honourable Rona Ambrose, Minister of the Environment and Minister
responsible for Parks Canada.
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CBC Kainai Bison Return.pdf

Evelyne Asselin, Tricia Lo, and Robson Fletcher. 2016. Alberta wild bison complete
historic 650-km journey to ancestral Montana home. CBC News - Posted: Apr 05, 2016.

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/elk-island-bison-return-to-montana-1.3520437

A conservation herd of 87 wild bison has safely returned to its ancestral home after a 650-
kilometre trek that brought them over the Canada-U.S. border.

The transfer of bison from Elk Island National Park near Edmonton to Browning, Mont., is part of
an effort to repopulate the bison population in that area and reconnect the people there with a
part of their culture that has been missing for more than a century.

CBC Wanuskewin Bison Return.pdf

Rogers TV. 2025. Wanuskewin bison herd celebrated for historical, cultural, and
ecological significance. Rogers TV. Aug 29, 2025. Transcript.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n4ZuZilnH78

Transcript from video above.

communities for conservation MR36336.pdf

Jason Kelly. 2007. COMMUNITIES FOR CONSERVATION: Creating a framework for plains
bison conservation in central Saskatchewan. A thesis submitted to the Faculty of
Graduate Studies in partial fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree of Master of
Natural Resources Management. Natural Resources Institute, University of Manitoba.

https://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/obj/thesescanada/vol2/002/MR36336.PDF?oclc _ number=
612698766

The results of this research reinforce the importance of public participation in resource
management at the private/public interface. Management at this interface is complicated by
issues of ownership, power and control, and decision-making originating from various
institutions and jurisdictions. Involving communities from the start and allowing them to fully
participate in decision-making is seen as a critical step to overcome some of these
complications. Furthermore, the creation of a community-based organization as defined by the
participants is thought to act as the agency representing community interests through the
election of volunteers helps overcome difficulties in obtaining individual commitment.
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danielkinka.pdf

Sam Matey-Coste. 2024. Encore: Interview with Dr. Daniel Kinka of American Prairie. The
Weekly Anthropocene. Mar 22, 2024.

https://sammatey.substack.com/p/repost-interview-with-dr-daniel-kinka

Dr. Daniel Kinka is the Senior Wildlife Restoration Manager at American Prairie. This NGO is
buying, leasing, and rewilding private and federal land in eastern Montana to create the largest
wildlife refuge in the lower 48 states, a growing “American Serengeti” where bison are free to
resume their wild grazing patterns and the ancient ecosystem of the northern Great Plains can
be reborn.

That’s what rewilding means for us. It's not de-extinction rewilding, it's just more bison, more
elk, a couple grizzly bears, a handful of wolves, swift foxes, black-footed ferrets, a lot more
prairie dogs, long-billed curlews and sage grouse, et cetera, et cetera. So if you came out to
American Prairie, you would not only see the vast, beautiful expanses of prairie that exist today,
but giant herds of migrating wildlife, like bison, like pronghorn, moving across the landscape, in
the way they would have as recently as 150 years ago.

DOIBisonReport_LookingForward_NPS_NRR_2014-821.pdf

National Park Service. 2014. DOI Bison Report: Looking Forward. Natural Resource
Report NPS/NRSS/BRMD/NRR—2014/821. Prepared by the Department of the Interior
Bison Leadership Team and Working Group, National Park Service.

http://www.nationalmammal.org/pdf/DOIBisonReport-LookingForward-NPS-NRR-2014-821.pdf

Over the course of the past century, the American bison was saved from extinction and set
upon a path to conservation and recovery. The Department of the Interior (DOI) has contributed
significantly to bison conservation and will continue to do so during the 21st century. DOI lands
currently support 17 bison herds in 12 states, for a total of approximately 10,000 bison over 4.6
million acres of DOI and adjacent lands. DOI bison resources, whose total population accounts
for one third of all bison managed for conservation in North America, are crucial to the long-term
preservation of the species. While bison are no longer threatened by extinction, substantial work
remains to more fully restore the species to its ecological and cultural role on appropriate
landscapes within its historical range. Many American Indian tribes have strong cultural ties with
the buffalo, and this report describes DOI’s recent efforts to collaborate with tribes and tribal
organizations to promote bison restoration on both public and tribal lands. This report also
discusses the latest developments in brucellosis quarantine as a way for Yellowstone bison to
be available for conservation; and provides an overview of all existing DOI bison resources, and
also where bison conservation planning involving DOI lands is currently under consideration in
Arizona, Colorado, Nebraska, New Mexico, and South Dakota. .
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ECCC Elk Island to American Prairie.pdf

Parks Canada. 2014. Bison on the Move: Government of Canada Marks Third Transfer of
Elk Island Plains Bison to Montana's American Prairies Reserve. News Release, March
10, 2014.

https://www.canada.ca/en/news/archive/2014/03/bison-move-government-canada-marks-third-
transfer-elk-island-plains-bison-montana-american-prairies-reserve.html

Leon Benoit, Member of Parliament, Vegreville — Wainwright on behalf of the Honourable Leona
Aglukkaq, Canada’s Environment Minister and Minister responsible for Parks Canada, today
announced the transfer of 82 plains bison from Elk Island National Park to American Prairie
Reserve in Montana. This is the third such transfer of bison back to their ancestral lands in
Montana and another significant step for the recovery of this iconic animal.

As a world leader in conservation, Parks Canada is a significant contributor to Canadian bison
conservation. Since 1906, Parks Canada has provided bison from EIk Island National Park to
conservation projects in several national parks and conservation areas in western Canada and
in the United States. Elk Island National Park has been the source herd for nearly all plains
bison in Canada.

Key First nation Bison Return.pdf
Parks Canada. 2022. Plains Bison Herd Establishment for The Key First Nation. Website.

https://www.canada.ca/en/parks-canada/news/2022/02/plains-bison-herd-establishment-for-the-
key-first-nation.html

The Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC) has been working with The Key First Nation (TKFN)
since early 2019. At that time, TKFN was in the planning process for establishing a plains bison
herd at TKFN, and NCC was in the beginning stages of the development of a long-term
management plan for the Old Man on His Back Prairie and Heritage Conservation Area (OMB)
bison herd.

Key First nation Bison Return2.pdf

Penny Schreiner. 2022. Plains bison herd re-established to the Key First Nation in
Saskatchewan. SwiftCurrentOnline.com.Thursday, Feb 03 2022.

https://www.swiftcurrentonline.com/articles/plains-bison-herd-re-established-to-the-key-first-
nation-in-saskatchewan

The Key First Nation, Parks Canada, and the Nature Conservancy of Canada are working in
collaboration towards the survival and well-being of the Plains Buffalo. Recently, 40 plains
bison, 20 from Grasslands National Park and 20 from the NCC, were successfully translocated
to establish a new herd with The Key First Nation.
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Louis Bull Bison Return.pdf

CTV News. 2023. First Nation south of Edmonton reintroduces plains bison to homelands
at Maskwacis. CTV News. Published: July 24, 2023

https://www.ctvnews.ca/edmonton/article/first-nation-south-of-edmonton-reintroduces-plains-
bison-to-homelands-at-maskwacis/

The Louis Bull Tribe and Elk island National Park reintroduce 25 bison to land owned by the
First Nation. Dale Kirkland, the superintendent of Elk Island, said the national park located about
50 km east of Edmonton is committed to helping Indigenous communities bring bison back to
their homelands. “Elk Island is uniquely placed to surplus plains bison and wood bison to
Indigenous communities, to help support those connections and renew those connections with
bison and the land,” said Kirkland, adding Elk Island has supplied more than 300 bison to 13
Indigenous communities over the last six years.

Metis Crossing Bison Return.pdf

Métis Crossing. 2021. Return of Bison (Les Bufloo) and Heritage Species to Indigenous
Traditional Lands: Métis Crossing enters into new joint venture agreement with Visions,
Hopes and Dreams, establishing the new Visions, Hopes, and Dreams at Métis Crossing
Wildlife Park. CIPR Communications.

https://metiscrossing.com/return-of-bison-les-bufloo-and-heritage-species-to-indigenous-
traditional-lands/

Alberta’s Premier Destination for Métis Cultural Interpretation, has entered a joint venture
partnership with Visions, Hopes and Dreams. The new partnership establishes the Visions,
Hopes and Dreams at Métis Crossing Wildlife Park. The partnership represents an important
step towards reconciliation, as these Indigenous and non-Indigenous equal partners collaborate
to welcome the return of heritage species to traditional Métis lands. The return of these animals
to traditional lands is symbolic of the connection between Indigenous people and the land on
which their ancestors once hunted and lived.
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NCC_ Where We Work- Saskatchewan - Biso...Prairie and Heritage Conservation Area.pdf

Nature Conservancy of Canada. 2020. Bison management at Old Man on His Back Prairie
and Heritage Conservation Area.

Nature Conservancy of Canada. 2022. Mashkode-bizhiki: Plains bison herd successfully
re-established at the Key First Nation in Saskatchewan.

https://natureconservancy.ca/where-we-work/saskatchewan/featured-projects/bison-
management-at-old-man.html (disabled)

https://natureconservancy.ca/where-we-work/saskatchewan/news/plains-bison-herd.html
(disabled)

Two articles about bison rematriation with Nature Conservancy of Canada at Key First Nation
and Old-Man-on-his-Back in Saskatchewan.

OMB bison.pdf

Bill Graveland. 2015. Re-introduced purebred bison thriving on Sask. prairie. Canadian
Press July 1, 2015.

https://globalnews.ca/news/2086698/re-introduced-purebred-bison-thriving-on-sask-prairie/

Old Man on His Back Prairie and Heritage Conservation Area south of Swift Current, Sask --
Eleven years after 50 purebred plains bison were re-introduced to a rolling patch of prairie grass
and sagebrush in the southwest corner of Saskatchewan, the herd is thriving.

Outdoor Life.pdf

Andrew McKean. 2023. After More Than a Century of Conservation Efforts, Why Can’t We
Recover America’s Buffalo? Outdoor Life Oct 26, 2023.

https://www.outdoorlife.com/conservation/why-cant-we-recover-
buffalo/?utm_source=1500+CWP+List+Daily+Clipstand+Updates&utm campaign=1e30e15ac9
-EMAIL CAMPAIGN 2023 10 29 11 40&utm medium=email&utm term=0 -1e30e15ac9-
%5BLIST EMAIL ID%5D

Conservation efforts over the last century-plus have successfully restored most big-game
species to North America—but not bison. So it's worth asking, as America revisits its
generational fascination with our national mammal, why haven'’t we finished our business of
recovering bison? Why can’t hunters pursue this iconic American mammal over broad Western
wildlands, the same way we do elk and antelope? Why can’t wildlife watchers catch a glimpse of
the russet beasts on a distant vista? Why do hunters ask, when they ask about bison at all,
about the size of the pasture? Why do questions about fences and genetic purity dog bison
hunts the way wolves follow wintering herds in the wild?
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Plains bison are now roaming an area of the Key First Nation — SaskToday.pdf

Calvin Daniels. 2022. Bison released on Key First Nation Land. Sasktoday.ca Feb 12,
2022.

https://www.sasktoday.ca/central/local-news/bison-released-on-key-first-nation-land-5044051

Through partnerships with Government of Canada and Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC),
a new plains bison herd has been established on the First Nation reserve near Norquay. Clinton
Key, a Councillor for the First Nation said the introduction of the bison was a huge moment for
the people. The arrival of the bison is, by contract, hugely positive, said Key one of the local
people who worked to bring the herd to the reserve.

“It brings a lot of pride back to the community. There has been so much division out there. “... It
gives us hope,” he said, adding it was the hope for something positive that has had him working
on the bison project for half a dozen years. “. . . The people are proud. It gives them something
to talk about . . . They're just a benefit for the community.”

Report on the Plains Bison Reintroduction Pilot 2017-2022.pdf

Banff National Park. 2022. Report on the Plains Bison Reintroduction Pilot 2017-2022.
Banff National Park.

https://pcweb2.azureedge.net/-/media/pn-np/ab/banff/\WWET4/info/gestion-management/banff-
bison/rapport-report/Plains-Bison-Reintroduction-Pilot-Report---Final-EN. pdf

The 2010 Banff National Park of Canada Management Plan committed Parks Canada to
reintroducing a breeding population of plains bison to the park in support of the overall capacity
of the park’s ecosystems to adapt to climate change, while enabling Canadians to continue to
learn about healthy, intact ecosystems and wild places and protect the natural heritage of Banff
National Park. As part of this process, Parks Canada initiated public discussion to build
understanding and support for the concept and to ensure public interests and concerns were
identified and addressed to the degree possible.

Following the commitments made in the reintroduction plan, with the five-year pilot set to
conclude, Parks Canada prepared this report to be shared for public, stakeholder, and
Indigenous review and comment.
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Samson Cree Bison Return.pdf

Mary MacArthur. 2023. Bison make their return to Alberta First Nation. Western Producer
March 23, 2023.

https://www.producer.com/news/bison-make-their-return-to-alberta-first-nation/

After a pipe ceremony and to the beat of drums, 20 Plains bison were unloaded from a trailer to
their new home on Samson Cree Nation. “Thank you for bringing our buffalo home. Let’s get
them out of there. They’re home,” said chief Vern Saddleback Jr., just before 20 bison from Elk
Island National Park bolted from the trailer into the snow-covered field. The 20 bison were
added to the existing 24-head herd on the 1,280-acre piece of Samson land north of Bittern
Lake. “This is a big deal for our people,” said Saddleback. “This is so cool to watch.”

Siksika Bison Return.pdf

Colette Derworiz. 2016. Bison from Alberta return home to Blackfeet Nation in Montana,
Calgary Herald, April 4, 2016.

https://calgaryherald.com/news/local-news/bison-from-alberta-coming-home-to-blackfeet-nation-
in-montana

With 87 plains bison in trailers on their way to the United States border, the Siksika Nation held
a ceremonial blessing to officially welcome the buffalo to Blackfoot territory. They were greeted
with a drum circle by young people, speeches by officials and a traditional prayer for their safe
journey. “They are coming back home,” Gerald Sitting Eagle, a councillor with Siksika Nation,
said Monday as dozens gathered outside at the Deerfoot Sportplex in Gleichen.

Sioux Valley Bison Return.pdf

CTV News. 2023. How a Manitoba First Nation is working to help grow bison herds in the
province. CTV News. July 6, 2023.

https://www.ctvnews.ca/winnipeg/article/how-a-manitoba-first-nation-is-working-to-help-grow-
bison-herds-in-the-province/

A First Nation in western Manitoba is working to revitalize the grasslands by returning them to
their natural state — a step to help bring bison herds back to their former glory. Cheyenne
Ironman has been contracted by Sioux Valley Dakota Nation to tackle this project and said
increasing the bison population is integral to their culture. "The Dakota people are also known
as the buffalo people...A lot of our ceremonies and teachings kind of derived from the
bison...our people depended on them," said Ironman. By helping the bison thrive, [ronman said
it will also help the Dakota people thrive, as they can return to bison being part of their diet —
something that was a staple for hundreds of years — and can become more self-sustaining in
the future.
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wandering rook bison.pdf

Zack Metcalfe. 2024. The Long Way Home: How Plains Bison Are, And Are Not, Returning
To Western Canada. The Wandering Rook. October 9, 2024.

https://thewanderingrook.ca/2024/10/09/the-long-way-home-how-plains-bison-are-and-are-not-
returning-to-western-canada/

Discusses rematriation at several locales on the Canadian prairies—EIlk Island, Grasslands NP
Batoche, and Wanuskewin.

It's a lot of work letting bison lead “natural” lives. Instead of true migrations, Hayes trained them
to follow a year-long circuit of their 45,000 acre enclosure, beginning and ending at the park’s
bison handling facility. Every other year, they’re culled upon arrival, the removal of animals both
random and precise — random in that Hayes selects individuals without prejudice, precise in that
he removes specific numbers from every age group. His goal is to mimic natural predation,
which is hardest on the old and young. Aside from this alternating cull, the reality of the fence,
and the odd piece of alfalfa, Hayes practices non-interference in the daily lives of bison.
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Status
10.2305_IUCN.UK.2017-3.RLTS.T2815A45156541.en

Aune, K., Jorgensen, D. & Gates, C.. 2017. Bison bison, American Bison. IUCN Red List of
Threatened Species.

http://dx.doi.org/10.2305/I[UCN.UK.2017-3.RLTS.T2815A45156541.en

This species is listed as Near Threatened in light of its dependence on ongoing conservation
program to persist beyond the next 5 years, a very limited number of viable populations (five),
and large number of small (13 of 20 less than 400) isolated populations. The North America
bison population underwent a drastic decline in the 19th century caused by over hunting but has
since partially recovered. There has been a modest increase in the number of conservation
herds and individuals in populations managed for species conservation and ecological
restoration, however, all mature individuals occur within active management programs which if
ceased would result in the species qualifying for a threatened status.

2016 Status Plains Bison Wood Bison Conservation Canada Shelley Pruss Parks Canada

Shelley Pruss and Greg Wilson. 2016. Bison Conservation in Canada. Parks Canada
Agency and Environment and Climate Change Canada. Powerpoint.

https://www.trilat.org/images/pdf/2016SPlaBis\VWWooBisConCan.pdf

Plains Bison will continue to have no status until Governor in Council decision — Currently
scheduled to be brought to Governor in Council for decision in 2017.

200508_AR_WL
Cliff Wallis. 2005. Why We Need Wild Plains Bison. Wild Lands Advocate 13(5): 12 — 13.

https://www.albertawilderness.ca/wp-content/uploads/200508 AR WL.pdf

Alberta Wilderness Association (AWA) was frustrated by the recent failure of the Honourable
Stéphane Dion, Canada's Minister of the Environment to add plains bison to the list of species
protected under the Species at Risk Act (SARA). While the minister listed the vast majority of
species recommended by Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada
(COSEWIC), plains bison is conspicuous by its absence. This decision will hamper recovery
plans for grassland species at risk, including plains bison. COSEWIC made the right decision in
listing it as a threatened species in May 2004. The minister should have accepted its
recommendation. Reintroducing plains bison to Grasslands National Park this fall is a small step
in the right direction but much more political resolve and adequate regulatory tools are needed
to help conserve this species and to restore the natural biodiversity in the plains ecosystem.
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20240315_It_goa_bison_designation_wildlife-1

AWA, CPAWS, SAGE, FBRS, Y2Y, ACTWS.2024. Bison designation in Alberta. Letter to
the Hon. Rebecca Schulz, Minister of Environment and Protected Areas and Rick Wilson,
Minister of Indigenous Relations.

no URL

We are writing to request your support for the reclassification of free-ranging bison as ‘wildlife’
under the Alberta Wildlife Act. This important change would recognize their vital role in the
ecosystem, provide protection for wandering herds, and acknowledge the cultural and historic
significance for Indigenous communities. Reclassification would also align Alberta with the
neighbouring provinces of Saskatchewan and British Columbia, where bison are already
recognized as wildlife. Designating plains and wood bison as ‘wildlife’ under the Alberta Wildlife
Act is long overdue, and is vital for effective management, conservation and recognition of bison
on the Alberta landscape. As Minister of Environment and Protected Areas and Minister of
Indigenous Affairs, your respective ministries have the responsibility to protect Alberta’s
biodiversity and ecosystem health, and work towards meaningful reconciliation with Indigenous
communities. Bison, as both a keystone species and strong cultural symbol, are crucial to
maintaining ecological health and supporting Indigenous healing.

A_Brief_Review_of_the_Status_of_Plains_Bison_in_No

Delaney P. Boyd and C. Cormack Gates. 2006. A Brief Review of the Status of Plains
Bison in North America. Journal of the West 45(2): 15-21.

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/237633250 A Brief Review of the Status of Plains
Bison in North America

A recent survey of the numerical status of plains bison estimated that there are over 500,000
bison in North America including both commercial and conservation populations (Boyd 2003).
Of these, 95 percent are under commercial production. Conservation herds enumerated in the
survey included those managed by municipal, state, provincial, and federal governments, and
private organizations having clear conservation objectives. There are fifty plains bison
conservation herds in North America (Table 1), 32 percent of which have less than fifty bison
(Boyd 2003). Thirteen herds have populations greater than 400 (Boyd 2003), the number
currently estimated as the minimum viable population for bison (Gates et al. 2001). The number
of plains bison in conservation herds is estimated at 19,200 with 90 percent in the United
States, 10 percent in Canada, and none in Mexico (Boyd 2003). Only 22 percent of plains bison
conservation herds are increasing in size. Most herds are within original plains bison range.
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American-Bison-A-Species-of-Conservation-Concern-Reduced-Feb.-4-2018

Ken Cole. 2018. AMERICAN BISON: A SPECIES OF CONSERVATION CONCERN. Letter,
Buffalo Field Campaign.

We, the undersigned, are writing you to present our case that American bison meet the National
Forest planning rule criteria of and should be listed as a species of conservation concern in
Region 1. There is broad tribal, public, and local support for the Custer Gallatin to use your
National Forest planning rule to benefit wild bison, and provide habitat to meet the long-term
viability concerns the public has raised for this iconic keystone species. The Custer Gallatin
must also heed the U.S. Congress’s mandate to provide native bison diversity in the new forest
plan. The Custer Gallatin’s proposed action for bison is unreasonable and unacceptable.
Human threats and stressors continue to jeopardize the viability of America’s only intact
population of wild American bison to continuously inhabit their original range in the lower 48
states. We call upon the Custer Gallatin to uphold your trust obligation to American Indian
Nations and the American people, and use your legal authority to ensure the future legacy of
wild migratory bison persists within the plan area.

AWA list bison as wild

Alberta Wilderness Association. 2024. Action Alert: Bison must be listed as wildlife in Alberta.
March 15, 2024.

https://www.albertawilderness.ca/category/issues-archive/wildlife-archive/bison-
archive/page/2/#:.~:text=Action%20Alert:%20Bison%20must%20be%20listed%20as%20wildlife
%20in%20Alberta&text=Designating%20bison%20as%20wildlife %20is%20long%20overdue.,cl
assification%200f%20a%20wild%20species%20as%E2%80%A6%20Read

Free-ranging bison, apart from in a few specialized regions, are still considered livestock in
Alberta. This classification fails to acknowledge their vital role in the ecosystem and in
Indigenous cultures, and limits the conservation and management of this unique species. AWA,
along with six other organizations (Southern Alberta Group for the Environment, Foothills Bison
Restoration Society, Canadian Parks and Wildlife Society Northern Alberta and Southern
Alberta, Yellowstone to Yukon Conservation Initiative and Alberta Chapter of the Wildlife
Society) have written to Minister Schulz (Environment and Protected Areas) and Minister Wilson
(Indigenous Relations) to request bison be listed as wildlife in Alberta.

baldeswyomingbuffalostatusarticle

Mike Koshmrl. 2026. Bison’s ‘livestock’ status in Wyoming inflames tensions over tribal
rewilding. WyoFile. February 6, 2026.

https://wyofile.com/bisons-livestock-status-in-wyoming-inflames-tensions-over-tribal-
rewilding/?blm aid=1203200
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On Oct.1, some of the buffalo associated with his reintroduction program had broken through
their fencing and wandered onto neighbor Mitch Benson'’s alfalfa field. When Baldes and his
horse Ceesei arrived to retrieve the errant ungulates, however, things went sideways. “He
wouldn’t let me in,” Baldes told the Wyoming Legislature’s Select Committee of Tribal Relations
on Jan. 28 in Riverton. “It took eight hours of negotiation with the state for him to let me in on
the horse, and it took me 10 minutes to get them off of his ground.”

Benson’s not-so neighborly reception apparently stemmed from what he felt was the right thing
to do based on the law. The Fremont County farmer and rancher declined requests for an
interview with WyoFile, but he relayed his version of that day and prior evening’s events in his
own testimony to the panel of state lawmakers and in a letter addressed to Gov. Mark Gordon.
“I did everything right, and | won’t apologize for it,” Benson told the state senators and
representatives. “| don’t mean to bring any disrespect to my relatives or my friends that are
enrolled members.” Benson said he wanted “clarity” over the status of escaped tribal bison and
how they’re supposed to be managed before there’s “damage done to relationships.” He
professed “respect” for the tribes’ plans for growing wild bison herds, though he also shared
concerns for how the rewilding effort would affect tribal cattle ranchers.

BFC Buffalo Problems IUCN Opinions
Buffalo Field Campaign. 2026. IUCN Opinions. Website.

https://www.buffalofieldcampaign.org/iucn-opinions

The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), which is composed of 11,000
scientists and experts in their fields, cites a number of serious threats to the conservation of
plains buffalo, such as:

« habitat loss,

e genetic manipulation of buffalo intended for market,

o the effects of small populations within conservation herds,

e lack of exposure to a full range of natural limiting factors,

e cattle gene introgression,

o loss of Genetic non-exchangeability through hybridization between buffalo subspecies,
and,

e depopulation [killing] as a management response to transmission of some cattle
diseases found in some wild animal species.

Wild Buffalo Summit March 2025 104


https://www.youtube.com/live/YLJLahwgKpo?si=oIC8XM2g_8VuJh92&t=7
https://wyofile.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/STR-2026012711-02LettertotheGovernoronBuffaloinFremontCounty.pdf
https://www.buffalofieldcampaign.org/iucn-opinions

Bison Agreement Haaland 2024

US Department of the Interior. 2024. Interior Department Strengthens Conservation of
American Bison Through New Agreement with Canada and Mexico

The Department of the Interior's U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Parks Canada, Environment
and Climate Change Canada and Mexico's Secretariat of Environment and Natural Resources
recently signed a new agreement to strengthen cooperation and coordination for the
conservation of the American bison across its range in North America. Through a Letter of
Intent, the countries will work to pursue bison conservation, restore ecological processes, and
support traditional human use of natural resources with a particular focus on the unique
historical connection between bison and Indigenous peoples. This Letter of Intent was worked
on at the recent Canada/Mexico/United States Trilateral Committee for Wildlife and Ecosystem
Conservation and Management held in San Diego, California and outlines additional
collaboration across national borders towards the United States, Mexico and Canada’s shared
goal of domestic bison conservation. The Trilateral Committee began in 1996 as a pioneering
initiative among the three countries to align efforts safeguarding North America’s wildlife and
ecosystems. The committee’s Species of Concern Working Table brings together state, federal
and Tribal resource managers and non-governmental organizations to share their expertise and
coordinate conservation of species that span the continent.

https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/interior-department-strengthens-conservation-american-
bison-through-new-agreement

Bison Position AFGA Rippin 010604(2)Revised

Alberta Fish and Game Association. 2001. Position on bison grazing on fenced crown
land leases.

If crown land leases are to be used for domestic bison grazing, the AFGA expects that
operators would contain the bison on the leased parcels. However, from discussions among
Bison Committee members with experience in raising domestic bison, it was learned that the
fencing required to assure containment would constitute a partial or complete barrier to
movement of some wildlife species.
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Boyd-Conservation-of-North-American-Bison-Status-and-Recommendations-April-2003

Delaney P. Boyd. 2003. Conservation of North American Bison: Status and
Recommendations. A MASTER'S DEGREE PROJECT SUBMITTED TO THE FACULTY OF
ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR
THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN (ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE).

https://ucalgary.scholaris.ca/bitstreams/f9fa3f5f-5b9b-4ded-bb90-50a411db1b3f/download

Recovery efforts during the 20th Century salvaged the species; now there are over 500,000
bison scattered across North America in remnant and reintroduced herds. At least 95% of the
existing bison population is under commercial production. This project was initiated by the Bison
Specialist Group of North America (BSG), which is an assemblage of bison specialists,
operating under the auspices of the Species Survival Commission (SSC). There is currently no
unified conservation plan for bison in North America. The BSG requires a status survey as the
basis for developing a bison conservation strategy for North America. This status assessment
includes plains and wood bison herds managed by municipal, state, provincial, and federal
governments, and several herds managed by private organizations with clear conservation
objectives. Through a process of iterative consultation with members of the BSG and other
collaborators, dialogue with conservation herd managers across North America, and extensive
compilation and review of relevant literature, this document represents a current and
comprehensive treatment of North American bison status. The survey addresses the taxonomic,
numerical, geographic, demographic, habitat, genetic disease, and legal status of bison.
Although bison are no longer in imminent danger of extinction, there are threats to the
persistence of bison as a wild species. The most evident pressures affecting bison include
habitat loss from agricultural development and other intensive land use, reduction in genetic
diversity, hybridization, domestication through commercial bison production, disease, and
inconsistent legislation and policies. Current bison recovery initiatives are reviewed. The status
survey concludes with a list of conservation action recommendations to assist the BSG with
setting priorities for bison conservation.

classifyplainsbisoncalgaryherald2016

https://calgaryherald.com/news/local-news/first-nations-call-on-alberta-to-classify-plains-bison-
as-wildlife

Dozens of First Nations and tribes who have signed a historic Buffalo Treaty are calling

on Alberta to classify bison as wildlife. The treaty, initially signed in 2014 by eight First Nations
from Alberta and tribes in the United States, aims to bring buffalo back to the landscape both
physically and as a symbol of First Nations culture. The 20-plus signatories passed several
resolutions this week during a two-year anniversary ceremony in Banff — including one that
asks the province of Alberta to reassess the status of bison.
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COSEWIC CW69-14-379-2014-eng

COSEWIC. 2013. COSEWIC assessment and status report on the Plains Bison Bison
bison bison and the Wood Bison Bison bison athabascae in Canada. Committee on the
Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada. Ottawa. xv + 109 pp.

https://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection 2014/ec/CW69-14-379-2014-enqg.pdf

Plains bison occurs in only five isolated wild subpopulations in Canada. There are
approximately 1,200 to 1,500 mature individuals, of which about half occur in one subpopulation
located outside of the historical range. The total number of individuals has increased by 36%
since the last assessment in 2004, but the total remains a tiny fraction of their numbers of 200
years ago. Currently they occupy less than 0.5% of their original range in Canada. This animal
continues to face a number of threats to its persistence. Further increases in population size or
the addition of new subpopulations is curtailed by fragmented or unsuitable habitat that is often
managed to exclude bison. An overall decline is projected for wild subpopulations because they
are managed to control or reduce population size and are subject to unpredictable but
potentially catastrophic future events, mainly disease outbreaks and extreme weather.

CW69-14-379-2004E.pdf

COSEWIC 2004. COSEWIC assessment and status report on the plains bison Bison bison
bison in Canada. Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada. Ottawa. vi +

71 pp.
https://publications.gc.ca/collections/Collection/CW69-14-379-2004E.pdf

There are currently about 700 mature bison of this subspecies in three free-ranging herds and
about 250 semicaptive mature bison in Elk Island National Park. The largest free-ranging herd,
in the Pink Mountain area of BC, is outside the historical range of this subspecies. The
population in Prince Albert National Park is increasing by about 10% a year. The greatest
problem facing these bison in Canada is the lack of habitat, due to conversion to agriculture and
urbanization. Additional threats include domestic cattle disease and the risk of genetic pollution
from escaped ranched bison, including some that may carry cattle genes. The total number of
free-ranging and semicaptive mature bison of this subspecies is just under 1000, and there are
fewer than five populations.
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DualClassificationColorado B

Priya Shahi. 2025. CPW approves dual classification for bison: what it means for future
restoration. PBS, November 18, 2025.

https://www.rmpbs.org/news/wildlife/cpw-bison-classification-colorado

Bison can no longer be shot on site in Colorado. This comes after the Colorado Parks and
Wildlife Commission approved dual classifications for bison this week, creating a distinction
between domestic bison and wild bison, which are classified as big game. Under the new
regulations, fenced bison will remain livestock under the Colorado Department of Agriculture,
while wild bison entering the state will be managed as big-game wildlife by CPW. Although
Colorado currently has no confirmed wild bison herds, the updated harvesting rules address the
few bison that are migrating into the state from Utah’s Book Cliffs herd.

DualClassificationColorado

Buffalo Field Campaign. 2025. Conservation Update: Bison Receive Dual Classification in
Colorado

https://buffalofieldcampaign.org/bison-receive-dual-classification-in-colorado

At its November meeting, the Colorado Parks and Wildlife Commission approved a dual
classification for Bison as both wildlife and livestock, setting a new precedent for Buffalo
conservation in the United States. What does this mean? Starting January 1%, wild Bison will
receive legal protection in the state of Colorado.

International-Union-for-Conservation-of-Nature-report-on-the-American-Bison-2010

Gates, C.C., Freese, C.H., Gogan, P.J.P. and Kotzman, M. (eds. and comps.) (2010).
American Bison: Status Survey and Conservation Guidelines 2010. Gland, Switzerland:
IUCN.

The publication of this IUCN American Bison Status Survey and Conservation Guidelines is
timely owing to a recent convergence of factors: new research findings on bison genetics and
ecology, assessment and awareness of the precarious status of many bison conservation
herds, new initiatives by government and non-profit institutions to improve management of
existing herds and to establish conservation herds, growing interest among Native Americans in
restoring bison as part of their cultural heritage, and an increasing awareness by the
commercial bison industry that conservation of wild-type bison is in the long-term interest of the
industry. The biodiversity of ecosystems within the original range of bison can benefit from bison
restoration, from the desert grasslands of northern Mexico, through the Great Plains, to the
lowland meadow systems of interior Alaska. The ten chapters of this book examine these and
other aspects of the biology and conservation of the species, and offer guidelines for what we
anticipate will be a new era of bison conservation in North America.
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Jason Baldes on Status

Katie O'Reilly. 2026. Could Reclassifying Bison as Wildlife Reshape Conservation in the
West? A tribal leader considers what it will take to restore the “functionally extinct”
species. Sierra February 17, 2026.

https://www.sierraclub.org/sierra/could-reclassifying-bison-wildlife-reshape-conservation-west

On the Wind River Reservation in Wyoming, the nearly 300 resident bison are not considered
livestock. Neither are they commodities, climate tools, nor charismatic megafauna poised for a
splashy comeback. “They are our relatives,” says Jason Baldes, who calls Wind River, to
Eastern Shoshone and Northern Arapaho people, home. Baldes serves as vice president of the
InterTribal Buffalo Council (ITBC), a nonprofit coalition of 80+ federally chartered coalition of 89
tribes, whose members coordinate and execute the transfer of surplus bison from federal
conservation herds to tribal lands. “To bring buffalo back is to bring back a long-lost family
member.”

“We're still operating in silos,” says Baldes, who explains that as a Tribal organization
supporting member Tribes with federal funds, ITBC has to lobby for federal support anew each
year. “Nothing is guaranteed; federal agencies, states, and Tribes aren’t aligned in a way that
allows buffalo to exist as wildlife across large landscapes.”

June 2024 Minister Response No Support for Wildlife Bison

AWA and SAGE. 2024. News Release: Minister Response Lacks Support for Bison
Wildlife Designation. June 13, 2024.

https://www.albertawilderness.ca/news-release-minister-response-lacks-support-for-bison-
wildlife-designation/

Replying to a request for bison to be officially designated wildlife in Alberta, the Alberta Minister
of Environment and Protected Areas would not commit to action or support for bison to be listed
under the Alberta Wildlife Act. Although this appears promising, historic reviews for the status of
bison have generally fallen short of the desired wildlife designation. The Minister has also not
shown any interest in further discussion with the environmental groups involved, despite an
assertion that the “department is interested in hearing from all Albertans interested in Plains
bison conservation, protection, and management.”
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order not list canada plains bison SI-2005-72

Minister of Justice. 2005. Order Giving Notice of Decisions not to add Certain Species to
the List of Endangered Species S1/2005-72.

https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/PDF/SI-2005-72.pdf

The Minister of the Environment has recommended that the plains bison not be listed at this
time because of potential economic implications for the Canadian bison industry. By not listing
the plains bison, the species will not receive the protection and recovery measures afforded by
the Species at Risk Act (the Act). Although not listed in the Act, plains bison in national parks of
Canada will continue to be protected under the Canada National Parks Act. Parks Canada has
played a significant role in the recovery of plains bison in Canada and will continue to be a
leader in the recovery and management of these animals. Reintroduction of plains bison is
currently being planned in certain national parks of Canada.

SARA parliamentary review plains bison
Government of Canada. 2022. SARA Parliamentary Review Plains Bison Case Study

https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-public-
reqistry/parliamentary-review/sara-parliamentary-review-plains-bison-case-study.html

This case study demonstrates the possibility of implementing several elements of the SARA
cycle simultaneously when enough information exists, and of implementing recovery actions
before listing occurs. It also illustrates the potential for actions under SARA to advance
Canada’s conservation agenda more generally, because recovery actions for a threatened
species--in this case the Plains Bison--can also support the recovery of an endangered native
ecosystem.
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Status-of-American-Bison-in-Alberta-Update-2017_July2018

Alberta Environment and Parks and Alberta Conservation Association. 2017. Status of
the American Bison (Bison bison) in Alberta: Update 2017. Alberta Environment and
Parks. Alberta Wildlife Status Report No. 38 (Update 2017). Edmonton, AB. 134 pp.

https://www.ab-conservation.com/downloads/AWSR/Mammal%20Reports/Status-of-American-
Bison-in-Alberta-Update-2017 July2018.pdf

EINP and McCusker River subpopulations make up the Alberta plains bison population, which is
estimated to be approximately 442—-504 mature bison. The EINP plains bison are descendants
of the Pablo-Allard herd in Montana, which was purchased by Canada in 1907. Of the two plains
bison subpopulations, EINP is larger and stable, and represents about 95% of the provincial
population. The McCusker subpopulation was established from EINP bison in 1969 and ranges
mostly in Saskatchewan and the Cold Lake Air Weapons Range, with only about 7% of its
defined range in Alberta. The McCusker subpopulation is small in size (approximately 51-113
mature animals in Saskatchewan and Alberta combined) and likely stable.
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Videos

Pedro Calderon-Dominguez, American Prairie

https://plainsconservation.org/american-prairie-bison-program/

Cliff Wallis, Canada’s Wild Buffalo Summit

https://plainsconservation.org/great-plains-conservation-network-prairie-webinar-series-
canadas-wild-buffalo-summit/

Rurik List and Mirna Manteca, The Southern Herd: Bison Recovery in Mexico

https://plainsconservation.org/the-southern-herd-bison-recovery-in-mexico/
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Websites

Buffalo Focus

Indigenous Led

https://www.indigenousled.org/buffalobeyondborders

Buffalo Nations Grassland Alliance

https://www.indigenousled.org/buffalobeyondborders

Buffalo Treaty

https://www.buffalotreaty.com/relationships

Buffalo Field Campaign

https://www.buffalofieldcampaign.org/

Naapi’'s Garden (With linnii Initiative)

www.naapisgardenkepa.com

Research Articles — WInd River

https://windriverbuffalo.org/learn/science-research/

American Prairie Publications

https://americanprairie.org/publications/

Book: Bison and People on the North American Great Plains: A Deep Environmental History
Edited by Dr. Geoff Cunfer

https://www.indigo.ca/en-ca/bison-and-people-on-the-north-american-great-plains-a-deep-
environmental-history/f80f8def-a95d-3113-b8a2-13dd549bb25b.html
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Book: The Destruction of the Bison An Environmental History, 1750—-1920. Andrew C. Isenberg

https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/destruction-of-the-
bison/24BFF0551B3DB813F676983CF01662CF#fndtn-metrics

Grasslands Focus
Trilateral

https://trilat.org/grasslands-conservation-their-location/

Grassland and Learning Knowledge Hub

https://www.ualberta.ca/en/grassland-learning-knowledge-hub/index.html

Great Plains Conservation Network

https://plainsconservation.org/

Canadian Grasslands Coalition

https://canadasgrasslands.ca/get-involved

Central Grasslands Roadmap

https://www.grasslandsroadmap.org/

Alberta Prairie Conservation Forum

https://albertapcf.org/

Saskatchewan Prairie Conservation Action Plan

https://www.pcap-sk.org/

Rangelands & Pastoralism Resource Hub: Key Tools, Reports & Platforms for COP17 & IYRP
2026

https://wwfint.awsassets.panda.org/downloads/rangelands-and-pastoralism-resource-hub---
unccd-cop17-and-iyrp.pdf
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Protected Areas Focus
Database of Canadian Protected Areas

https://data-donnees.az.ec.gc.ca/data/species/protectrestore/canadian-protected-conserved-
areas-database/Databases
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Wild Plains Buffalo
200705 Ecological Future of Bison WP30 WCS

Kent H. Redford and Eva Fearn (eds.) 2007. ECOLOGICAL FUTURE OF BISON IN NORTH
AMERICA: A REPORT FROM A MULTI-STAKEHOLDER, TRANSBOUNDARY MEETING.
Working Paper No. 30. Wildlife Conservation Society, Bronx, NY.

Today, the bison remains a unique icon of North American culture and natural history. The
numerical restoration of bison, which now number approximately 450,000, could be considered
a conservation success story. However, the bison’s important ecological roles in the landscape
have not been restored, as over 95% of these animals are being raised in confined
circumstances for meat. In fact, today bison exist in vastly differing management circumstances,
herd dynamics, states of genetic integrity, and ecological settings than in the past. Bison are
absent from most of their former range, their grazing does not influence the grassland-fire or
nutrient-cycling regimes, and they rarely create habitat or provide food for other native species.

BFC Solutions
Buffalo Field Campaign. 2026. Series of Articles on Buffalo. Buffalo Field Campaign.

https://www.buffalofieldcampaign.org/

Several articles dealing with keeping bison wild and safe.

Don’t Fence Me In-Wild bison are coming back to Alberta. Are we ready.pdf

Kevin Van Tighem. 2018. Don’t Fence Me In. Wild Bison are Coming Back to Alberta. Are
we ready. Alberta Views July 1, 2018.

https://albertaviews.ca/dont-fence-me-in-wild-bison/

As Lethbridge-area bison rancher Cody Spencer points out, commercial bison contribute little to
either ecosystem health or Indigenous cultural renewal; they are simply livestock. Spencer feels
there is both room and a real need in Alberta for wild bison too. Alberta’s regulatory regime,
unfortunately, doesn’t allow that. With the exception of two small herds—one in the Hay—Zama
Lakes region on the Northwest Territories boundary and another south of Wood Buffalo National
Park—bison are conspicuously absent from the province’s wildlife regulations and its formal
listings of species at risk. In Alberta, unlike other provinces and territories, wild bison can’t
officially exist. “With the return of the buffalo,” Leroy Little Bear adds, “those things that were
part of those regularly occurring patterns in nature, the buffalo was part of it. So we’re bringing
back those regularities, and those regularities are part of what anchors our societies.”

If wild bison really are coming back to the western foothills and southern prairies, a lot of things
will change—likely for the better. If we think of bison recovery as part of Alberta’s efforts at
reconciliation with First Nations, it might change us too.
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Gates-et-al-The-Ecology-of-Bison-Movements-and-Distribution-In-and-Beyond-
Yellowstone-National-Park-2005

C. Cormack Gates, Brad Stelfox, Tyler Muhly, Tom Chowns, Robert J. Hudson. 2005. THE
ECOLOGY OF BISON MOVEMENTS AND DISTRIBUTION IN AND BEYOND
YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK: A Critical Review With Implications for Winter Use
and Transboundary Population Management. Faculty of Environmental Design,
UNIVERSITY OF CALGARY.

https://www.ucalgary.ca/EV/designresearch/publications/books/CormackGates/Gates YNP Bis
on_Report.pdf

Collaboration is necessary to define what is acceptable; science is necessary to define what is
possible; organizing people to use knowledge to design and implement management in the face
of uncertainty is fundamental

This project was initiated to: 1) provide a thorough, independent assessment of the state of
knowledge of the ecology of bison movements and distribution within the context of current
published concepts and theories; 2) provide recommendations for adaptive management of
uncertainties and gaps in reliable knowledge within an adaptive environmental assessment and
management framework, which involves organizing people to link science to management.

habitat selection by bison free ranging

Dustin H. Ranglack Johan T. du Toit. 2015. Habitat Selection by Free-Ranging Bison in a
Mixed Grazing System on Public Land. Rangeland Ecology and Management 68: 349-353.

Domestic livestock have replaced bison (Bison bison) on almost all the remaining rangelands of
North America. One of the few places where bison and cattle (Bos taurus) comingle on shared
rangelands is in the Henry Mountains (HM) of southern Utah. Ranchers there are concerned,
however, that bison are selecting the same grazing areas that are needed by cattle. We used
global positioning system telemetry on bison across the entire HM rangeland to determine which
habitats are most important for bison throughout the seasonal cycle. Sexual segregation was
also measured (using the segregation coefficient, SC) to determine if bison bulls exert localized
impacts by congregating in certain habitats separate from cow/calf groups. The HM bison
exhibited low levels of sexual segregation for both the breeding (SC = 0.048) and nonbreeding
seasons (SC = 0.112). We found bison habitat use to be diverse and dynamic, with bison
grazing effects distributed widely across habitats throughout the seasonal cycle. Patches of
grassland, whether naturally occurring or created through burning or mechanical treatments,
were favored regardless of their distance to water. Our findings should assist ranchers and
agency personnel in moving forward with the integrated management of free-ranging bison and
cattle on the HM range- land, with implications for bison conservation on public lands elsewhere
in the United States.
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Lancaster-Restraining-Yellowstones-Roaming-Bison-Spring-2005

ZACHARY L. LANCASTER. RESTRAINING YELLOWSTONE’S ROAMING BISON. Journal
of Land Use 20(2): 427-454.

https://www.buffalofieldcampaign.org/images/get-involved/students-resource-about-bison/bison-
conservation-papers/Lancaster-Restraining-Yellowstones-Roaming-Bison-Spring-2005.pdf

The capture/test/slaughter method employed by the NPS over the years and carried on in the
Joint Plan is not the most effective way to manage Yellowstone’s roaming bison. The artificial
population cap that limits the total bison population to 3,000 disregards the principles of
ecosystem management. In addition, the Joint Plan fails to extend the “free roam zones” to
correspond with the bison herd’s natural behavior in the winter to migrate out of the park to seek
food sources due to harsh conditions inside the Park. The Joint Plan places too much emphasis
on bison management at the expense of exploring cattle management options that would be
easier to implement, because cattle are domesticated and contained, unlike free-roaming wild
bison that do not heed artificial jurisdictional boundaries. Instead, the Joint Plan should be
changed to comply with less and adaptive management of bison according to the principles of
ecosystem management. Following the above recommendations would allow the bison to
behave naturally without penalty and operate within the natural conditions of the ecosystem.
This would allow bison to aid in ensuring that the ecological integrity of the GYA ecosystem is
viable for the use and enjoyment of future generations. With a more ecosystem-based
approach, the iconic image of bison roaming free across the landscape of the West could be
restored from memory to reality.

Pejcharetal.2021BiologicalConservation

Pejchar, Lissett Medrano, Rebecca M. Niemiec, Jennifer P. Barfield, Ana Davidson, and
Cynthia Hartway. 2021. Challenges and opportunities for cross-jurisdictional bison
conservation in North America. Biological Conservation 258: 109029

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0006320721000811

Restoring free-roaming mammals that fill critical ecological roles requires large connected
landscapes that cross jurisdictional boundaries. Although bison reintroduction efforts are rapidly
gaining momentum, restoring free-roaming bison remains challenged by real and perceived
wildlife-human conflict. We found that most respondents support a future with fenced herds as
well as more free-roaming (unfenced) herds, and value bison as wildlife and cultural animals,
rather than for livestock. Key challenges to achieving more free-roaming bison included political
will, social acceptability, and management across jurisdictional boundaries. Respondents
identified successful strategies for overcoming barriers as bottom-up collaborations, economic
incentives, and demonstration projects. Research priorities were largely social rather than
biophysical, with a strong focus on how to motivate broad public support for free-roaming herds.
As an ecological and cultural keystone species, restoring large and connected bison herds
where human-bison co-existence is feasible will reap rewards for nature and people
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Position-Statement-of-the-Montana-Chapter-of-The-Wildlife-Society-on-Wild-Bison-in-
Montana-April-11-2000

The Wildlife Society. 2000. Position Statement of the Montana Chapter of The Wildlife
Society on Wild Bison in Montana. April 11, 2000.

https://www.buffalofieldcampaign.org/images/get-involved/students-resource-about-bison/bison-
research-papers/Position-Statement-of-the-Montana-Chapter-of-The-Wildlife-Society-on-\Wild-
Bison-in-Montana-April-11-2000.pdf

Legal Status of Wild Bison in Montana - Wild Bison in Montana are recognized as a game
animal [Montana Statutes 87-2-101 subsection (6)] and also as a species in need of
management (ibid. 87-1-216). Bison originating from Yellowstone national park are designated
as a species requiring disease control [ibid. 87-1-216 (1)(a)] while other wild bison are
designated as a species in need of management.

Position of the Chapter - In view of the foregoing, The Montana Chapter of The Wildlife Society
is in full support of maintaining current free-roaming wild bison and encourages the
establishment of additional herds in Montana where it is ecologically, economically and socially
acceptable. We recommend that Federal and State resource agencies in Montana develop long
range plans for the restoration of free roaming bison herds on tribal lands or suitable federal
public lands.

Rewilding bison
Zack Metcalfe. 2024. The return of the bison. Rewilding Oct 1, 2024.

https://www.rewildingmag.com/the-return-of-the-bison/

European settlement drove plains bison out of the North American prairies. Can rewilding bring
them back?

Discusses rematriation at several locales on the Canadian prairies—Elk Island, Grasslands NP
Batoche, and Wanuskewin.
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SAFE N American sf2025-2027noramerbisonfpp.pdf
SAFE. 2025. SAFE North American Bison Program Plan 2025-2027. SAFE.

https://assets.speakcdn.com/assets/2332/sf2025-2027noramerbisonfpp.pdf

General background and plan for 2025-2027 action plan. Diverse participants with ITBC, Tanks
Fund, and IBRI involved.

The SAFE North American Bison program is focused on the two bison subspecies, plains bison
(Bison bison bison) and the wood bison (B. b. athabascae), found historically across North
America from Alaska and Canada in the north down to northern Mexico and across the
contiguous United States, ranging from coast to coast. The SAFE North American Bison
program will support bison both in situ and ex situ programs and projects, focused across the
Great Plains and grasslands for the plains bison and the boreal and aspen forests in the north
for the wood bison.

Second Chance for the Plains Bison

Curtis H. Freese, Keith E. Aune, Delaney P. Boyd, James N. Derr, Steve C. Forrest, C.
Cormack Gates, Peter J.P. Gogan, Shaun M. Grassel, Natalie D. Halbert, Kyran Kunkel,
and Kent H. Redford. 2006. Second chance for the plains bison. Biological Conservation
136: 175 - 184

https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Peter-

Gogan/publication/221956325 Second chance for the plains_bison/links/5b2694a7aca27227
7fb6ec80/Second-chance-for-the-plains-

bison.pdf?origin=publication detail& tp=eyJjb250ZXh0Ijp7ImZpcnNOUGFnZSI6InB1YmxpY2F0
aWuliwicGFnZSI6InB1YmxpY2F0aW9uRG93bmxvYWQILCJwcecmV2aW91c1BhZ2UiOiJwdWJ
saWWNhdGIvbiJ9fQ

Before European settlement the plains bison (Bison bison bison) numbered in the tens of mil-
lions across most of the temperate region of North America. Within the span of a few decades
during the mid- to late-1800s its numbers were reduced by hunting and other factors to a few
hundred. The plight of the plains bison led to one of the first major movements in North America
to save an endangered species. A few individuals and the American Bison Society rescued the
remaining animals. Attempts to hybridize cattle and bison when bison numbers were low
resulted in extensive cattle gene introgression in bison. Small herd size, artificial selection,
cattle-gene introgression, and other factors threaten the diversity and integrity of the bison
genome. In addition, the bison is for all practical purposes ecologically extinct across its former
range, with multiple consequences for grassland biodiversity. Urgent measures are needed to
conserve the wild bison genome and to restore the ecological role of bison in grassland
ecosystems. Socioeconomic trends in the Great Plains, combined with new information about
bison conservation needs and new conservation initiatives by both the public and public sectors,
have set the stage for significant progress in bison conservation over the next few years.
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wild12 resolutions.pdf

Wild12. Resolution2: Through the Eyes of Buffalo: A Strategic Platform to Restore All
Natural World Relationships. World Wilderness Congress, Accepted on 30th August
2024.

https://wild.org/wild12/resolutions/through-the-eyes-of-buffalo-a-strategic-platform-to-restore-all-
natural-world-relationships/

Resolved that, to achieve the goal of at least one million wild bison on 100 million acres by 2050
and to further expand their numbers and range during the last half of the Century, all relevant
institutions, governments, and civil society in all sectors at all levels:

A. Design and implement strategies that advance and demonstrate multi-jurisdictional
partnerships for bison rematriation and stewardship.

B. Support the Indian Buffalo Management Act (IBMA).

C. Sustain and implement the United States Department of Interior's commitment to the
Bison Conservation Initiative (BCI).

D. Engage in strategic international and transboundary agreements and collaborations to
support continental-scale restoration of bison.

E. Establish an expanded set of Protected Area strategies and designations that help
define a more equitable and enduring set of 30x30 targets.

F. Recognize and incentivize bison restoration as a Nature Based Solution.

G. Increase the social acceptance and political will needed for scaled bison restoration.

H. Establish durable funding mechanisms that reflect the ecological, cultural and social
value of continental buffalo restoration.

I. Develop a strategy for conservation through reconciliation.

J. Recognize the inherent responsibility of Indigenous Peoples to steward buffalo and
grasslands by honoring treaties and enforcing traditional territorial treaty boundaries.

Y2Y Bison Uniting

Hilty JA, Chester CC, Wright PA and Zenkewich K (2024) Uniting hearts and lands:
advancing conservation and restoration across the Yellowstone to Yukon region. Front.
Conserv. Sci. 4:1264460.

doi: 10.3389/fcosc.2023.1264460

While 25 percent of the Yellowstone to Yukon region is already managed or co-managed by
Indigenous Peoples, today Indigenous Peoples are increasingly asserting their leadership and
driving forward new restoration and conservation. New Indigenous-led conservation brings
critical energy and visions that advance the Y2Y mission and arguably is a model for other parts
of the world committed to achieving the 2030 UN Global Biodiversity Framework.

Has case study on bison restoration.
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https://wild.org/wild12/resolutions/through-the-eyes-of-buffalo-a-strategic-platform-to-restore-all-natural-world-relationships/
https://wild.org/wild12/resolutions/through-the-eyes-of-buffalo-a-strategic-platform-to-restore-all-natural-world-relationships/
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/conservation-science/articles/10.3389/fcosc.2023.1264460/full

Wild Buffalo Summit February 2025

Canadian Wild Buffalo Summit Final Report November 3 2025 FINAL.pdf
Report of the first Wild Buffalo Summit, February 2025 in Calgary.
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