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June 11, 2026 

 

Shawn Ellsworth, Partner 

Infrastructure, Capital Projects, 

And Sustainability and National Leader, 

Circular Economy 

KPMG Canada 

By email: sellsworth@kpmg.ca 

 

Subject: Concerns Regarding West Fraser Compliance with SFI 2022 Forest Management and Fiber 

Sourcing Standards 

 

Dear Shawn Ellsworth, 

Alberta Wilderness Association (AWA) is writing to formally submit a complaint regarding West Fraser 

Cochrane’s (WFC) compliance with the Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI) 2022 Forest Management and 

Fiber Sourcing Standards, particularly as it relates to the protection of aquatic ecosystems and species at 

risk in Alberta’s Eastern Slopes. 

Founded in 1965, AWA strives to help Albertans understand the intrinsic values that wildlife and 

wilderness provide and encourage communities to participate in conservation initiatives that will ensure 

a legacy for future generations. With over 10,000 members and supporters in Alberta and across 

Canada, AWA is dedicated to conserving Alberta’s wilderness and advocating for conservation strategies 

that protect Canada’s biodiversity.  

AWA recently completed a field-based review of timber harvest practices in the upper Oldman 

watershed (Fig. 1; also see our web-based map) within WFC’s Forest Management Agreement area. This 

review, A Review of Timber Harvest in the Oldman Headwaters, with Observations on Species at Risk 

Trout Habitat (also attached to the email), assessed forestry activities in the Livingstone River and 

Racehorse Creek watersheds, which contain critical habitat for Westslope Cutthroat Trout and Bull 

Trout. Both species are listed as Threatened under Canada’s Species at Risk Act (SARA) and Alberta’s 

Wildlife Act.  

Our field assessment was conducted at 496 sites (Fig. 1), where a total of 667 issues related to forestry 

activities were documented (Fig. 2). These findings raise serious concerns about whether current 

forestry practices are meeting the environmental and biodiversity conservation expectations set out 

under the SFI certifications. 

Our assessment documented widespread issues, including inadequate or absent riparian buffers, 

ineffective or missing erosion and sediment control measures, and sediment delivery into streams 

http://www.albertawilderness.ca/
mailto:sellsworth@kpmg.ca
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designated as critical habitat under SARA. These impacts were observed across a substantial proportion 

of assessed sites and are directly linked to forestry operations, particularly road construction and stream 

crossings. Such disturbances are well-established as key stressors that degrade spawning habitat, reduce 

water quality, and impair the survival and recovery of trout populations. 

The largest proportion of issues identified involved riparian buffers, accounting for 57 percent (n=382; 

Fig. 3). These included the complete absence of buffers (n=71) and buffers not meeting the Operating 

Ground Rules (OGR; n=46). In 219 sites, the buffers did not meet critical habitat protection 

requirements. In some cases, we observed that buffer planning did not account for windthrow, resulting 

in buffer widths narrow than required (n=32). In other cases, buffer boundaries were ignored, and large 

trees were cut within the flagged boundaries (n=6).  

The SFI 2022 Forest Management and Fiber Sourcing Standards set clear expectations for certified 

companies, including the protection of water resources, conservation of biological diversity, compliance 

with environmental laws, and the protection of species at risk and their habitats. Relevant objectives 

include: 

• Objective 3 (Forest Management Standard): Protection and maintenance of water resources, 

including Performance Measures 3.1 and 3.2 related to water quality and riparian protection. 

• Objective 4 (Forest Management Standard): Conservation of biological diversity, including 

Performance Measures 4.1, 4.2, and 4.3 related to biodiversity conservation, protection of 

threatened species, and safeguarding ecologically important sites.  

• Objective 4 (Fiber Sourcing Standard): Legal and regulatory compliance, including adherence to 

applicable environmental laws and demonstrated systems to ensure compliance. 

The conditions documented in our review suggest that these objectives are not being consistently 

achieved in practice. In particular, the repeated disturbance to legally defined critical habitat raises 

concerns regarding compliance with both SFI standards and applicable federal and provincial legislation. 

KPMG Performance Registrar Inc.’s 2025 SFI Surveillance Audit Report for West Fraser Mills Ltd. 

identified instances of non-conformities related to water resource protection (Objective 3, Performance 

Measure 3.2), including sediment accumulation on bridge decks with potential to enter fish-bearing 

streams and inadequate maintenance of drainage features. When considered alongside the 667 issues 

identified in AWA’s review, as well as similar findings documented by other organizations such as the 

Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society Southern Alberta Chapter (CPAWS SAB)1,2,3, a consistent pattern 

emerges. These do not appear to be isolated incidents, but rather recurring issues observed across 

multiple sites and independent assessments. This raises important questions about the on-the-ground 

 

1 CPAWS SAB (2026). Logging Permits Approved in Key Trout Spawning Area of Oldman River.  
2 CPAWS SAB (2026).New Storymap: Widespread Erosion and Sedimentation in Critical Habitat 
3 CPAWS SAB (2025). Native Trout Critical Habitat Loss in Southern Alberta. 

mailto:awa@abwild.ca.ca
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https://cpaws-southernalberta.org/new-storymap-erosion-and-sedimentation-assessments-in-critical-habitat/
https://cpaws-southernalberta.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Forestry-Critical-Habitat-Report-2025.pdf
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compliance and the effectiveness of current auditing and certification processes in identifying and 

addressing risks to water resources, aquatic habitats, and species at risk.  

As part of AWA’s field-based review of timber harvest practices in the upper Oldman watershed, we 

revisited Vicary and Daisy creek watersheds at the end of May during the early stages of a recent rainfall 

event to document active erosion and sediment transport. During this site visit, we observed recent and 

ongoing erosion and sedimentation, sediment reaching mapped and unmapped critical habitat for 

native Bull Trout and Westslope Cutthroat Trout, and clearcut logging adjacent to flowing channels 

without any buffer. In several cases, these channels were not mapped as critical habitat but were 

identified on Alberta’s LiDAR-based Wet Area Mapping layer.  

Our review of timber harvest practices as well as our most recent observations (Fig. 4-6) have been 

reported to Fisheries and Oceans Canada as potential violations to the Fisheries Act and SARA and have 

also been brought to the attention of Alberta Forestry and Parks and WFC. Both Fisheries and Oceans 

Canada and Alberta Forestry and Parks have notified us they have initiated a review of the concerns we 

identified.  

The SFI certification is supposed to provide independent assurance that forest products are sourced 

from responsibly managed forests. However, the discrepancies observed between SFI objectives and on-

the-ground forestry practices in the upper Oldman watershed call this assurance into question. Given 

the findings in AWA’s logging review, together with similar findings documented by CPAWS SAB, we 

respectfully request KPMG to undertake a formal review of WFC’s certification status in Alberta and 

assess whether current operations are in compliance with SFI’s Forest Management and Fiber Sourcing 

Standards. If non-compliance is identified, we encourage KPMG to take appropriate actions to ensure 

that certified operations meet the required standards for expected environmental stewardship, 

biodiversity conservation, and protection of species at risk habitat. 

The credibility of third-party certification systems depends on rigorous auditing, transparent oversight, 

and confidence that certification standards are being consistently applied and enforced. We believe that 

findings presented in this letter warrant further review and consideration.  

Thank you for your attention to this matter. We welcome the opportunity to provide additional 

information or discuss our findings further. 

Sincerely, 

Alberta Wilderness Association 

 
Pamela Narváez-Torres 

Conservation Specialist 

  
Cameron Hunter 

Conservation Specialist 

mailto:awa@abwild.ca.ca
http://www.albertawilderness.ca/
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Figure 1. Map of the study areas within the upper Oldman headwaters, showing logging assessment 

locations. 
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Figure 2. Number of documented issues by category observed at 496 sites during field assessment of 

timber harvest activities in the Livingstone River and Racehorse Creek watersheds (upper Oldman 

headwaters). 

 
Figure 3. Distribution of number of issues observed during field assessment of timber harvest activities 

in the Livingstone River and Racehorse Creek watersheds (upper Oldman headwaters), grouped by 

major issue. 
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Figure 4. Grease Creek sediment plume. Figure 5. Grease Creek culvert Coseka Road, downstream. 

Figure 6. Grease Creek culvert, lack of erosion and sediment controls. 

Fig 4. A plume of sediment draining 

into Grease Creek from the ditch 

line directly into a SARA-designated 

critical habitat stream, where fish 

have been observed upstream of 

the culvert. No erosion and 

sediment control present. 

Fig. 5. Downstream photo of Fig. 6.  

Fig. 6. Opposite side of culvert, 

sediment piled on top from grading 

shown in picture 
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