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May 19, 2026 

 

Sustainable Forestry Initiative 

2121 K Street NW, Suite 750 

Washington, D.C. 20037 

USA 

 

To:  

Lauren Cooper, Chief Conservation Officer, SFI 

Dr. Healy Hamilton, Chief Scientist, SFI 

Gregor Macintosh, Senior Director, Standards 

 

Subject: Concerns Regarding West Fraser Compliance with SFI 2022 Forest Management and Fiber 

Sourcing Standards 

 

Dear Sustainable Forestry Initiative, 

Alberta Wilderness Association (AWA) is writing to formally express concerns regarding West Fraser 

Cochrane’s (WFC) compliance with the Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI) 2022 Forest Management and 

Fiber Sourcing Standards, particularly as it relates to the protection of aquatic ecosystems and species at 

risk in Alberta’s Eastern Slopes. 

Founded in 1965, AWA strives to help Albertans understand the intrinsic values that wildlife and 

wilderness provide and encourage communities to participate in conservation initiatives that will ensure 

a legacy for future generations. With over 10,000 members and supporters in Alberta and across 

Canada, AWA is dedicated to conserving Alberta’s wilderness and advocating for conservation strategies 

that protect Canada’s biodiversity.  

AWA recently completed a field-based review of timber harvest practices in the upper Oldman 

watershed, within WFC’s Forest Management Agreement area. This review assessed forestry activities in 

watersheds containing critical habitat for Westslope Cutthroat Trout and Bull Trout, both listed as 

Threatened under Canada’s Species at Risk Act (SARA) and Alberta’s Wildlife Act. Our findings raise 

serious concerns about whether current forestry practices are meeting the environmental and 

biodiversity conservation expectations set out under the SFI certifications. 

Our assessment documented widespread issues, including inadequate or absent riparian buffers, 

ineffective or missing erosion and sediment control measures, and sediment delivery into streams 

designated as critical habitat under SARA. These impacts were observed across a substantial proportion 

of assessed sites and are directly linked to forestry operations, particularly road construction and stream 
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crossings. Such disturbances are well-established as key stressors that degrade spawning habitat, reduce 

water quality, and impair the survival and recovery of trout populations. 

The SFI 2022 Forest Management and Fiber Sourcing Standards set clear expectations for certified 

organizations, including the protection of water resources, conservation of biological diversity, 

compliance with environmental laws, and the protection of species at risk and their habitats. Relevant 

objectives include: 

• Objective 3 (Forest Management Standard): Protection and maintenance of water resources, 

including Performance Measures 3.1 and 3.2 related to water quality and riparian protection. 

• Objective 4 (Forest Management Standard): Conservation of biological diversity, including 

Performance Measures 4.1, 4.2, and 4.3 related to biodiversity conservation, protection of 

threatened species, and safeguarding ecologically important sites.  

• Objective 4 (Fiber Sourcing Standard): Legal and regulatory compliance, including adherence to 

applicable environmental laws and demonstrated systems to ensure compliance. 

The conditions documented in our review suggest that these objectives are not being consistently 

achieved in practice. In particular, the repeated disturbance to legally defined critical habitat raises 

concerns regarding compliance with both SFI standards and applicable federal legislation. We recognize 

that SFI relies on independent third-party auditors to assess compliance. However, our concerns extend 

to whether current auditing processes are sufficiently rigorous to detect and address the types of issues 

documented in our review.  

KPGM Performance Registrar Inc.’s 2025 SFI Surveillance Audit Report for West Fraser Mills Ltd. 

identified instances of non-conformities related to water resource protection (Objective 3, Performance 

Measure 3.2), including sediment accumulation on bridge decks with potential to enter fish-bearing 

streams and inadequate maintenance of drainage features. While these were classified as minor non-

conformities, they reflect the same types of issues observed in our field assessment. When considering 

these non-conformities with our findings, as well as similar observations documented by other 

organizations such as the Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society Southern Alberta Chapter, a consistent 

pattern emerges. These are not isolated instances but recurring issues across multiple sites and 

assessments. This raises broader questions about the on-the-ground compliance and the effectiveness 

of current auditing and certification processes in ensuring adherence to SFI standards.  

SFI certification is intended to provide independent assurance that forest products are sourced from 

responsibly managed forests. However, the discrepancies observed between SFI objectives and on-the-

ground forestry practices in the upper Oldman watershed call this assurance into question. 

Given these findings, we respectfully urge SFI to undertake a formal review of WFC’s certification status 

in Alberta and to assess whether current operations are in compliance with SFI’s Forest Management 

and Fiber Sourcing Standards. If non-compliance is identified, we encourage SFI to take appropriate 
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actions to ensure that certified operations meet the required standards for environmental stewardship 

and biodiversity conservation. 

The credibility of SFI as a certification system depends on its ability to uphold its standards and ensure 

accountability where they are not being met. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. We would welcome the opportunity to provide additional 

information or discuss our findings further. 

Sincerely, 
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