OFFICE OF THE ETHICS COMMISSIONER OF ALBERTA

Shawn McLeod
Ethics Commissioner

June 23, 2026

Ruiping Luo

Alberta Wilderness Association
45512 ST NW

Calgary AB T2N 1Y9

Dear Ruiping Luo,

This letter is in response to your November 20, 2025, letter requesting an investigation of
Minister Todd Loewen under the Conflicts of Interest Act (the “Act”).

As noted in your letter, the Act prohibits a Member from taking part in decisions knowing
that the decision might further their private interests or the private interests of a person
directly associated with the Member or the Member's minor or adult child. The Act
specifically lists certain matters that are not private interests, including an interest in a
matter of general application, that affects an individual as one of a broad class of the
public or that is trivial.

In your letter, you identify the following four actions of the Minister which you allege further
a private interest of the Minister or the Minister's family:

Relaxation of regulations for black bear hunting
Promotion of Minister's Special Licenses

Lifting of trapping limits

Changes relating to hunting of large predators
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Regarding the first and fourth matters, these changes generally apply not just to outfitters,
but tens of thousands of other licensed hunters in Alberta. As such, these changes, to
the extent they may impact Minister Loewen or his family, impact them as members of a
broad class of the public as that phrase is used in s.1{1)(g}B). As a “private interest”
does not include an interest in a matter that affects an individual as member of a broad
class of the public, the Minister's involvement in changes relating to black bear hunting
and targe predator hunting is not in breach of the Act.
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Regarding promotion of Minister's Special Licenses, the auctioned licenses are
traditionally fully subscribed. While the Minister may have promoted the auction of these
licenses on his trips to the United States and may have increased the value of the amount
paid for licenses at the auction, he did not materially impact the demand for out of province
hunters using guides, as the licenses would have been sold with or without the Minister's
promotion of the licenses. As a result, his actions did not advance the private interests
of himself or his family.

Regarding the lifting of trapping limits, Minister Loewen sought this office’s advice in
advance of these changes. He was advised that his involvement in these changes would
not be a breach of the Act because there was no material impact to Minister Loewen or
his son/Red Willow as he advised he no longer does any trapping and his son only does
a very limited amount of trapping. Minister Loewen has consented to this advice being
released under section 43(3) of the Act.

Based on the above, | have determined that there are insufficient grounds to warrant an
investigation of the matters raised in your November 20, 2025, letter. A copy of this notice
will be provided to Minister Loewen and the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly in
accordance with section 25(11) of the Act.

Sincerely,

Shawn MclLeod
Ethics Commissioner of Alberta



