WILDLIFE
CONSERVANCY

August 5, 2026

Office of the Ethics Commissioner of Alberta
Suite 1250, 9925 - 109 Street NW
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada T5K 2J8

By e-mail: info@ethicscommissioner.ab.ca

Dear Shawn Mcleod,

Thank you for your response to our request for an investigation into the conduct of Minister Todd
Loewen, received June 23, 2026. We are disappointed in your decision not to investigate and ask that
you consider the following points.

Your response alleges that decisions related to changed regulations for black bear hunting and hunting
of other large predators do not constitute a private interest as they impact the individual as a member
of a broad class of the public. We question the use of “broad class of the public.” According to the
Alberta Professional Outfitters Society, they represent “500 professional outfitters and nearly 1,600
hunting guides',” and list 391 companies. As of April 1, 2026, Alberta’s population is 5,057,0772. Thus,
outfitters represent less than 0.0004 percent of the population. While we were unable to confirm official
numbers, the number of hunters who target predators, often trophy hunters, does not constitute a
majority of Albertans, or a majority of Albertan hunters. A 2025 poll showed that only 13 percent of
Albertans support killing animals for their fur, and only 12 percent of Canadians support hunting animals
for sport. Considering his known association with these interests, and given that his decisions could
prevent the majority of Albertans from enjoying our wildlife and the benefits they provide, this
favouritism is highly problematic and indicates a clear bias.

Your response also indicates that, because the Minister’s Special Licenses are fully subscribed, the
Minister’s trips would not have impacted demand for out of province hunters using guides. However,
the increased value at which these licenses were sold encourages further spending towards accredited
guides and could increase the payment and profit of guide services. Further, the fact that these licenses
were traditionally fully subscribed brings into question the need for the Minister to use taxpayer funds
to promote the Minister’s Special Licenses abroad. Particularly given the potential benefit to his
personal business, the Minister’s use of taxpayer funds in promoting hunting abroad is inappropriate
and indicates a use of public funds to advance his private interests. In the interests of maintaining

! Alberta Professional Outfitters Society. [n.d.] About Us. Retrieved June 23, 2026 from:
https://www.apos.ab.ca/About

2 Government of Alberta. 2026. Quarterly Population Report: First Quarter 2026.
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/quarterly-population-report/resource/f3bad04f-824e-4dae-871a-
flaed85b382e
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transparency, we would like request that changes in Red Willow Outfitters’ revenue in recent years
are disclosed.

With regards to the Minister’s decision to lift trapping limits, a “very limited amount of trapping” still
indicates some degree of involvement in trapping, so the Minister’s family would therefore still be
affected by the decision. Further, we request that any information to support this claim be shared, to
ensure transparency and accuracy of the Minister’s claims. The Minister also has documented
connections to the Alberta Trappers Association, and he consulted only with this organization when
determining the decision to remove trapping limits. Therefore, we question the reasoning behind the
decision by the Office of the Ethics Commissioner that Minister Loewen’s involvement in these changes
would not be a breach of the Act.

Alberta’s wildlife are a public resource, and it is the responsibility of the Minister to manage these
resources for the benefit of all Albertans. His continued bias towards a group of hunters, trappers,
and outfitters, at the risk of our wildlife and at the expense of the majority of Albertans’ enjoyment
of these animals, is highly concerning. To maintain the transparency and integrity of our
government, we argue that his conflicts of interest should be investigated and elucidated.

Thank you for considering our comments. We would be interested in a meeting to further discuss these
points, and we look forward to receiving your response.

Sincerely,

W
ALBERTA WILDERNESS ASSOCIATION
Ruiping Luo, Conservation Specialist
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Maggie Spizzirri, Executive Director
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