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Ghost — Kananaskis Public Survey Engagement
Guide: Alberta Wilderness Association

Walking through the forests below Bastion Ridge in the Ghost
Photo: Cameron Hunter
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Overview

The Government of Alberta is seeking input for the Ghost-Kananaskis Sub-regional planning
area; this is the first phase of a two-part engagement process. They have identified planning as
a priority and are quickly moving forward with sub-regional plans across the province as a key
component to the management of crown lands.

The province has stated that the purpose of the sub-regional plans is to provide direction for the
management of a particular area to support regulatory certainty and policy direction.

We have provided an engagement guide that contains responses to the survey questions put
forward by the planning team with the Government of Alberta. The Alberta Wilderness
Association (AWA) believes the Ghost-Kananaskis Sub-regional Plan should be centered around
headwaters protection as the primary objective. Additional objectives include preservation of
biodiversity and support of low-impact, sustainable, and responsible land-use that shows
ecological integrity and reflects the values of local Indigenous groups, communities, land-users
and stakeholders.

The current engagement opportunity focuses on providing feedback on two components: the
Draft Vision, and the Draft Outcomes, both of which are found within the Government of
Alberta’s accompanying document. Engagement is asked to be submitted prior to Friday, Jun. 5,
2026. This is Phase 1 of 2, additionally feedback can be emailed to ghost-kananaskis-
srp@gov.ab.ca

Below is AWA’s overview of the survey questions. You are welcome to take inspiration from “our
take” but we do encourage you to make your responses your own! Click or scan the QR Code
below to open the public survey.
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Government of Alberta Survey



https://www.alberta.ca/system/files/epa-ghost-kananaskis-sub-regional-plan-engagement-fact-sheet.pdf#page=2.38
mailto:ghost-kananaskis-srp@gov.ab.ca
mailto:ghost-kananaskis-srp@gov.ab.ca
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Survey Questions

Answers are in blue
Draft Vision

To what degree do you support the vision for the sub-regional plan as written?
I’'m somewhat unsupportive of the vision statement

Explanation of why you’re somewhat unsupportive of the vision statement, and what could be
improved to increase your level of support? (500 characters)

Commit to headwaters protection and biodiversity conservation as central goals by making it
explicit that all land use must be responsible, low-impact, and consistent with maintaining
ecological integrity. The natural environment underpins the long-term viability of the region’s
communities and economies and aligns with the direction of the South Saskatchewan Regional
Plan. Prioritize inclusion of Indigenous peoples through community collaboration and traditional
knowledge in the vision statement.

Draft Outcomes

Please let us know your level of satisfaction with the draft list of outcomes.

Recreation and tourism opportunities are sustainable and sufficient to meet the growing
demand.

Somewhat dissatisfied

Human footprint is effectively managed to conserve biodiversity and water quality.
Very dissatisfied

Our Headwaters are protected.

Very dissatisfied

Traditional land uses are supported.

Somewhat dissatisfied

Policy direction for land uses is streamlined.

Very dissatisfied
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The natural resource economy of the area is sustained.
Somewhat dissatisfied

Wildfire risk is mitigated through preventative actions.
Very dissatisfied

Are there any suggestions you have to improve the draft outcome list?

Yes (Select Yes to provide more details)
What considerations do you feel are missing? (2,000 characters)

Headwaters protection, biodiversity conservation, and water quality preservation need to be
the primary objectives and should be the overarching outcomes of this sub-regional plan.
Containing the critically important headwaters of the Bow, Elbow, and Highwood Rivers, the
sub-regional plan area has direct implications on downstream communities, agriculture, and
industry.

To sustain a watercourse’s health and function, we should aim to retain 85% of natural flows
within a watercourse. Within the Middle Bow River sub-basin where all seven sub-basins in the
Kananaskis area converge, allocation is 70% (30% natural flow) signifying the high demand for
water downstream and a need to protect the function and integrity of the Kananaskis and Ghost
headwaters ecosystems. Given the vital importance of the headwater regions, climate change
resilience through established baselines, monitoring of ecosystem change, and implementation
of adaptive management should be explicitly included in the sub-regional plan.

In recognition of the biodiversity value, establish mechanisms to limit disturbance in sensitive
watersheds, establish triggers and limits to monitor watershed health, stream connectivity,
ecological function, and enhance stream and landscape connectivity through a Connectivity
Gaps Analysis. Such an analysis can be used to inform the establishment of new conservation
areas and the expansion of the conservation areas identified in the South Saskatchewan
Regional Plan (Don Getty and Bow Valley Wildlands expansions). Every $1.00 spent on protected
and conserved areas generates $3.62 in visitor spending, driving GDP growth, jobs, income, and
tax revenue.

Limits to human footprint also need to be in place, with clear and legally binding monitoring
and enforcement processes. Without these commitments, including the funding necessary to
follow through on these commitments, the plan risks being aspirational rather than outcomes-
based.
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Visitation and Use

Please pick at least two outcomes that are most important to you.

Recreation and tourism opportunities are sustainable and sufficient to meet the growing
demand.

Human footprint is effectively managed to conserve biodiversity and water quality.
Our headwaters are protected.

Traditional land uses are supported.

Policy direction for land uses is streamlined.

The natural resource economy of the area is sustained.

Wildfire risk is mitigated through preventative actions.

Tell us about yourself

Postal Code

Answer accordingly

Are you a member of, employed by, or affiliated with any of the following?

Answer accordingly

Are you submitting this survey on behalf of an organization, community or interest group?

Answer accordingly

Conclusion

Do you have anything else to share about this topic? (500 characters)

The draft vision statement makes no mention of Indigenous peoples. This is a departure from
the vision for the South Saskatchewan Region, which said that “Aboriginal peoples, through
their traditional knowledge, share their intimate understanding of the region’s natural
environment and ecosystems.” The Ghost-Kananaskis Sub-Regional Plan vision statement should
be updated, in collaboration with Indigenous peoples, to reflect Indigenous involvement in
decision-making and stewardship of the land.
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