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Cover Photo:

“Close Call” A tiny cornice gives way as this
American pika leaps from one snow covered rock
to another.

| captured this photo in early spring of 2024 when
a significant snowfall hit the mountains on short
notice. | took the day off with the sole intention of
(hopefully) finding and photographing pika in the
snow. After a few hours, a pika finally braved the
environment in search of food. It carefully
maneuvered on the rocks to avoid the snow as
much as possible in its quest for calories. Since
they don't hibernate, food intake versus energy expenditure is a continuous
battle for these little guys. To me, this photo is a good representation of the
perseverance of nature.

—Jamie Bussey

Editorial Note:

Hello Readers! It's my pleasure to temporarily take

on the editorial role for the Wild Lands Advocate
while Amy is away on maternity leave. As we wrap F
up celebrating our 60th anniversary, the theme

you will find in this edition is the relentless "
dedication of conservationists who have fought

long and hard to protect our wild spaces and '
species. You'll be reminded of how we achieved
some of the wins of the past, as well as battles we

are still fighting. From reducing coal to protecting
grasslands, the challenges have sometimes been )
arduous and discouraging, but it's essential to
remember that they have not been without victories. You'll also get a chance to
learn more about some of the people who are working to protect wild spaces,
including the recipients of our Wilderness Defender and Great Gray Owl awards.
A glimpse back into the 2025 bioblitz acts as a reminder of the marvellous
species and spaces we are standing up for. One thing that hasn't changed in 60
years, and that we can count on for a good long time, is Albertans’ tenacity and
commitment to protecting what we love — Wild Alberta.

- Sara Heerema, Conservation Outreach Specialist and Wild Lands Advocate
Editor.
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Death of 43 a}t Johns-Manville

By KIRK MAKIN

Forty-three men have died of
asmus-relatedl dls.e::s»ts-r a:: a
searburough ppn-rmrw ur-
ing company since about 1968,
according 10 the exeeutive d&-
rector of the Canadian Chemical
Workers Unlon.

The men all worked at the
Johns-Manville Canada In¢.
plant for var_vlngl periods since
it opencd In the late 19405, Ro-
bert Stewart sald in aa imer-
view yesterday.

deaths are continuing

. and the disabilities are going

" he said. “There are more
£y b i, T s o
Tte problem is just starting to
erystallize and the worst Is still
1o come. This is golng to be an

unprecedented health tragedy.’”

. Stewart said the Work-
m::l!s Compensation Board has
certified the deaths as asbestos-
related. About 100 other workers
pave disabiliies ceriified as

ITNADNKORGEKe CRAW NcEr dar

MQe AeBdQ

tied to asbestos, union says

asbestes-related by the WCB, he

said.
Tom Patterson, a kspd:eman
ny, acl
o s ompy. ckiOTIS

died of asbestos-related diseas-

as.“"e feel the amount of risk
involved is socially acceptable,
he sald. “Every job hasa risk.
Whea you drive a car, smoke a
cigaret or get up in the moming
there*s arisk.”

Mr. Patterson said his compa-

Manltoba, Quebec ISiud
) Page 5

has complied with Govem:-
lra‘?lsnr. occupational health regu-
latlons right down the line. Cur
precautions  are, ¥o3 ‘r:\iys.
almost call them extreme
Mr. Stewart said he was bt
ter that it took the recrd death
of an employee of the Scarbor:
Board of Educaticn from

asbostos-related cancer before
the problem got publicity.

Aan?DHNr 0 yt N

br ki

Excerpt from
the Globe and
Mail, Toronto,
ON, April 3,
1980.
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Asbestos and Carcinogenicity
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28 Business in Vancouver
B.C. coal giant penalized millions for treatment delays, 171
pollution breaches

EVR Operations (formerly Teck Coal) was fined $3.6M for failing to buiid three required
water treatment piants and for 171 toxic poliution breaches
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B5p5udi-eq0&t=161s
https://www.youtube.com/live/mSxJENafcM8
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Pro-coal citizens group hid role of lobbyist, strategist on ...
Nov 20, 2024 — A citizens' group campaigning in favour of a contentious coal mine project has
undisclosed connection to lobby group.

» E Canada's National Observer

' Pro-coal advertising blitz tests Alberta's election rules

| An investigation by Canada's National Observer suggests that far more money than

| disclosed went into promoting an Australian mining company's controversial...
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