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WATER AVAILABILITY ENGAGEMENT - PHASE 1 FEEDBACK REVIEW

Wetlands and Drainage:

THEME
Wetland policies and agricultural/industry overland water and drainage concerns.

SUB-THEMES

e Wetlands serve multiple purposes and need to be preserved

e Policy needs to more effectively balance wetland preservation and agricultural/industry dralnage requirements.
» Wetland policies are seen as burdensome as they make drainage projects difficult to initiate and expensive.

e GoA should commence a collaborative review process of all policy and laws goyerriing drainage of land.

KEY CONSIDERATIONS

o Wetlands preservation is generally seen as good due to their cgntributions to filtration for groundwater, preserving surface water,
biodiversity, and mitigating flooding. .

e Current wetland policies are seen as burdensome on agncultural and industrial projects where overland water and drainage are
issues.

e The current wetland policies are not seen as effectlve enough by proponents of preservation, whereas agricultural and industry
find them an administrative burden, a complication to drainage projects, and adding expense.

ANALYSIS

e The concept of wetland preservat1on is generally supported by the public and NGOS.

* While the function and contributions of wetlands are appreciated, many NGOs and members of the public feel not enough is
being done to preserve wetlands.

* However, aspects of the various wetland related policies are seen as lacking flexibility or not recognizing practical needs of
agriculture and industry when dealing with overland water and drainage related issues.

. suggests there can be a balance between preservation and the needs of agricultural activities by the strategic
conservation and restoration of high value, contiguous blocks of natural habitat as cost effective mechanisms to counteract
agricultural impacts.
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e Agricultural producers and their industry groups believe there needs to be better recognition of their land requirements, as well as
improvements to ditches and other water moving infrastructure that assist with overland water and drainage issues.
e To better understand their issues, agricultural producer groups believe there should be a collaborative review of:
o Certain allowances for draining ephemeral water bodies;
Guidelines for determining impacts on downstream users;
The code of practice for wetland replacement works (2021);
The wetland policy (2013);
Alberta wetland identification and delineation directive (2015); and
o Alberta wetland mitigation directive.
Agricultural producers do support wetlands; however, they believe that they should receive incentives for preserving them.
e Industry, such as oil and gas, believe there needs to be a reduction in administrative burden by things such as adopting the
Wetlands Assessment and Impact Form (WAIF) process for all non-exempt activities in wetlands located on Crown Lands.
¢ Qil and gas industry also would prefer:
o exempting low-risk regionally abundant wetland types (e.g. seasonally wet bogs, fens, and swamps) in the Green Area
from replacement requirements;
o alignment of regulatory requirements with the risk of an activity to water resources and the environment;
o streamlined regulatory processes for routine activities; and
o reducing economic burden associated with wetland replacement of regionally abundant wetland types in the Green
Area.
e Compensation for wetland removal is also seen as expensive by both agriculture and industry, with the former pointing out that
wetland restoration does not always occur in the area in which the wetlands are removed. This is seen as unfair as farmers are
paying for restoration wetlands outside of their district.

O O O O

Classification: Protected A EA000-2025-G-39 Records #1 - 90 - 90



‘A’(h&ftﬁ_ﬂ Government

Environment and Protected Areas

Water Use and Conservation 16(1)
July 15, 2025
Y 17(1)
21 (1)(b)
POSITIONS
The table presents selected quotes highlighting the breadth of the various sub-themes and the position of samp}e sectors and _-16(1)
respondents. 17(1)
Type Position Sector(s) Respondenti(s) 'Sample quote(s) 21 (1)(b)
Nature-based Support wetlands for water | Public, NGOs, Public - Natural processes that stoc’e filter,
solutions conservation and flow, and | Indigenous and slow water on the landscape must be

ecosystem health

rapidly protected and restored’to increase
water security and resilienece against
floods, fires, and drought.

- Beyond water
use , contribute to Alberta’s
water cycle by stewarding wetlands and
grasslands, which act as natural water
purifiers.

- These contributions highlight the critical
role agriculture plays in both protecting and
utilizing water resources.

.= Using wetlands and other natural
assets to retain and support environmental
flows is a critical element of an effective
water management approach and one that
can be integrated into large and small-
scale project as a regulatory consideration.

- Maximize Water Retention and
Drought Resilience through Natural
Infrastructure

nature-based solution... to addressing
water availability challenges: beavers.

- Beaver dams naturally pond water in
times of high availability, allowing water to
seep into the surrounding valley bottom,
where it can be slowly released during low
flow periods.
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Type Position Sector(s) | Respondent(s) Sample quote(s)

Funding Scale up funding for NGOs __ - There are multiple vital GoA funding
watershed resiliency and programs that could be scaled up quickly
wetland replacement as well, including the Watershed
programs Resiliency and Restoration Program

(WRRP), Wetland Replacement Program,
Sustainable Canadian Agricultural
Partnership to name a few.

- The Drought and Flood Program, and
Water and Wastewater Partnership, could
also be enhanced to incentivize the
inclusion of natural infrastructure in project
designs.)

Compensation for Farmers should be Public (agriculture) Public - Encourage agricultural producers

Agriculture compensated or to leave wetlands intact
encouraged to leave Public - Economic consideration for
wetlands intact leaving wetlands

General Support for | Preserve wetlands « Public, Public - Conservation and restoration of

preserving wetlands e Academic wetlands.

e Metis Public - | would like to see a policy that

e Agriculture protects and enhances natural areas like
wetlands to promote the conservation of
rainfall.

Incorporating Finding the balance ¢ NGO »Ongoing land conversion to crop

wetlands and between wetlands and production and urban development, along

agriculture agriculture with wetland drainage, is likely to
compound existing challenges with water
supply that cannot be overcome through
grey infrastructure alone. Strategic
conservation and restoration of high value,
contiguous blocks of natural habitat are
cost effective mechanisms by which to
counteract many of these impacts.

Support for drainage | Encourage tile drainage to |e Public i  Encourage the development of
control surface water e Academic tile drainage, to better control the rate and
drainage distribution of surface water drainage.
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wetland
requirements are a
burden for energy
development

of things like wetland
assessments, wetland
replacement, and
rehabilitation projects

administrative burden for both government
and proponents, and economic burden
associated with development in the Green
Area, Pathways recommends:

o Reduce regulatory burden Adopting the
Wetlands Assessment and Impact Form
(WAIF) process for all non-exempt
activities in wetlands located on Crown
Lands which comprise ~50% of the Green
Area.

o Exempting low-risk regionally abundant
wetland types (e.g. seasonally wet bogs,
fens, and swamps) in the Green Area from
replacement requirements.

Reduce red tape for environmental
rehabilitation projects.

Wetland assessment process:
Adopt the Wetland Assessment and Impact
Form (WAIF) process for activities in
wetlands on Crown land in the Green Area
of the province. Wetlands comprise ~50%
of the Green Area. The current Wetland
Assessment and Impact Report (WAIR)
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Barrier - Wetland Increase exemption Industry, Energy, ~w: — SUpport increase exemption
replacement project | thresholds for building Agriculture thresholds for building wetland replacement
exemptions need to | wetland replacement projects (currently 6,250 m3/year and
be increased projects maximum storage capacity of 6,250 m3 or
less) to align with dugouts and stormwater.
Barrier - Current Reduce regulatory burden | Energy i .-~ - Toreduce
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Barrier — Wetland
Policy is restrictive

The wetland policy is does
not take into account
agricultural requirements

Public, agriculture,
irrigation

e Agriculture, Irrigation

process creates significant inefficiencies
both in timelines and costs.

» Wetland replacement: Exempt regionally
abundant wetland types (e.g., seasonally
wet bogs, fens and swamps) in the Green
Area from replacement requirements.
Anticipated Benefits

« Risk-aligned regulation: Alignment of
regulatory requirements with the risk of an
activity to water resources and the
environment.

» Regulatory efficiency: Streamlined
regulatory processes for routine activities.
* Reduced economic burden: Associated
with wetland replacement of regionally
abundant wetland types in the Green Area.

Public - In a region [northern Alberta]
where the agricultural land is not very
developed, the wetland policy is frequently
at odds with best farming practices. And
the most stringent interpretation of the
policy would turn half the existing farmland
back into wetlands.

_ Special attention
must be paid to the classification scheme
for wetlands, as the current scheme is
prone to over-classifying agricultural land
as environmentally consequential wetland.
This is the root cause of many challenges
expressed within this feedback.

The checklist in the Landowner
Guide to the Alberta Wetland Policy is a
joke for many farmers that have excess
water
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Program review

producers money and does
not guarantee replacement
is done in the same locale.

complete wetland restoration in Northern
Alberta. This feels like a slap in the face —
we have most of our wetlands intact, and
should we disturb one, the penalty gets
applied to restoring wetlands 1000 km
away.

Public - We're trying hard to develop and
gain an economic advantage, yet we pay
for the already developed areas to be
further enhanced (they already had their
economic burst, established the industry,
and are in a position where they can invest
in more wholistic best land management
practices. We simply aren't there yet).

Review current
various wetland

drainage

legislation (including

policies) restricting

There are a number of
policies that negatively
impact attempts to drain
farmland and should be
reviewed to ensure balance
and sensible application

e Agriculture, irrigation
e Public

Team Alberta
Crops encourages the GoA to commence a
collaborative review process of all policy
and laws governing drainage of land. This
review may include, but is not limited to:
- Certain allowances for draining
ephemeral water bodies
- Guidelines for determining impacts on
downstream users
- The code of practice for wetland
replacement works (2021)
- The wetland policy (2013)
- Alberta wetland identification and
delineation directive (2015)
- Alberta wetland mitigation directive.

Lengthy processing time for
drainage approvals

e Agriculture, irrigation

For drainage
permits to be effective, applications need to
be processed in a timely manner (i.e., a
few months). The very long processing
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Barrier — Wetland The replacement program |e Public, agriculture, Public - The last I've managed to find,
Replacement costs agriculture/irrigators irrigation there is not a GoA approved contractor to
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in getting drainage
approvals for
agricultural land

there is a bias against tile
drainage in Alberta

many environmental and economic
benefits, such as preventing denitrification
and leaching, as demonstrated by its
prevalence in other provinces.

-, in Alberta, the misconception of tile's
potential impacts on downstream users
often presents an obstacle to project
implementation.
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Type Position Sector(s) | Respondent(s) Sample quote(s)
times of drainage applications for farmers
has been a longstanding issue.
Barrier — Difficulty Unlike other provinces, Agriculture ' Tile drainage offers

Need to create
provincial guidelines
for drainage

Provincial assistance is
required to ensure counties
and MD’s maintain ditches
and waterways

Agriculture, irrigation

- Effective surface
drainage relies on the proper maintenance
of regional ditches and waterways.

- County and municipality responsibilities
for maintaining ditches and waterways
could be solidified in provincial guidelines.
- Drainage districts with an expressed goal
to work collaboratively and increase water
movement could also assist with ensuring
regional drainage partnerships are
functioning effectively

Drainage as support
for water
conservation

Drainage and dugouts
could assist in
management for excess
water through drainage

e Public
e Agriculture, irrigation

- Regional drainage
and dugout systems could even be
leveraged alongside one another to
contribute to Alberta's water storage
capacity.

- Removing excess water from agricultural
lands and storing it on-farm or regionally
should be a water availability strategy that
is prioritized for further study

Public - When the water is captured as
part of a drainage plan (commercial,
industrial, or agricultural) it should be
eligible for re-use through irrigation
infrastructure or other means.
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dugout on land that meets the criteria for
wetland requires the proponent to obtain an
authorization.

Farmers and landowners should
be exempt from Water Act approvals
related to drainage (pumping, ditching, tile
drainage, etc) for management of
ephemeral water.
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Exemptions Exemptions for drainage o Agriculture, irrigation _ - Water Ministerial
« Public Regulation states that the construction of a
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