
Environment and Protected Areas
Water Use and Conservation

1 

WATER AVAILABILITY ENGAGEMENT – PHASE 1 FEEDBACK ANALYSIS

TOPIC: Wetlands, Wetland Policies, and Drainage

TOPIC
The varying opinions about wetlands, wetland policies, and agricultural/industry overland water 
and drainage concerns. 

ASSOCIATED ISSUES
Wetland policies are divisive.
Balancing competing interests of wetland preservation and agricultural/industry drainage 
requirements.
Regulatory burden of wetland policies including costs, processes, and time.

 
BACKGROUND

The Wetland Policy (2013) minimizes the loss and degradation of wetlands with the goal of 
conserving, restoring, protecting, and managing wetlands to sustain the benefits they 
provide to the environment, society, and economy. 
The policy is supported by tools including:

A required wetland assessment
Alberta Wetland Mitigation Directive requiring proponents to demonstrate appropriate 
consideration for wetland avoidance and, where avoidance is not feasible,
minimization of wetland impacts
Alberta Wetland Restoration Directive
Directive for Permittee-Responsible Wetland Construction in Alberta
Alberta Guide to Wetland Construction in Stormwater Management Facilities

The Wetland Replacement Program provides resources to re-establish wetlands in areas 
with the highest amount of loss as well as areas of high historical loss.
Wetland Replacement Fee Form that provides instructions on paying a wetland replacement 
fee (as opposed to reconstructing a wetland) for the permanent loss of wetland area and 
relative wetland value.
Proposed drainage projects must apply for and complete the various wetland policy
requirements. Approvals may include changes to the project, limitations, or other
requirements to be met.

 
ENGAGEMENT FEEDBACK

Natural processes that store, filter, and slow water on the landscape must be rapidly 
protected and restored to increase water security and resilience against floods, fires, and 
drought.
Assess and improve infrastructure related to overland water and drainage issues through 
collaborative planning among producers, the province, municipalities, and drainage districts.
Wetland and drainage policy should approach drainage projects on a case-by-case basis as 
the classification scheme for wetlands is prone to over-classifying agricultural land as 
environmentally consequential wetland.
Agricultural producer groups believe there should be a collaborative review of wetland and 
drainage policy and legislation.
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Oil and Gas advocates streamlining regulatory processes for routine activities, such as:
Adopting the Wetlands Assessment and Impact Form (WAIF) process for all non-
exempt activities in wetlands located on Crown Lands. 
Exempting low-risk regionally abundant wetland types in the Green Area from 
replacement requirements and aligning regulatory requirements with the risk of an 
activity to water resources and the environment.
Reducing the economic burden associated with wetland replacement of regionally 
abundant wetland types in the Green Area.

 
KEY CONSIDERATIONS

Wetland preservation is divisive, with supporters insisting more should be done, while 
detractors insist it is burdensome and costly to those addressing practical water issues on 
the land.
The Wetland Policy and its tools are considered to lack flexibility to address projects on a 
case-by-case basis. 
The option to pay a restoration fee is considered too expensive for farmers who wish to 
introduce drainage projects on their land.
The oil and gas industry would also like to see more flexibility and assessment introduced to
reduce red tape, costs, and delays for projects affecting a limited area. 

ANALYSIS

While the function and contributions of wetlands are appreciated, many NGOs and members 
of the public feel not enough is being done to preserve wetlands.
However, aspects of the various wetland related policies are seen as lacking flexibility or not 
recognizing practical needs of agriculture and industry when dealing with overland water 
and drainage related issues. 
Agricultural producers are quick to point out that both Saskatchewan and Manitoba have 
procedures to approve things like tile drainage.
The Saskatchewan Water Security Agency has a three-step drainage approval process 
involving the hiring of a “qualified person” to assist in assembling the requirements for the 
application process. These include assessing all pieces of land involved, all interconnected 
drainage works, legal land permissions, technical design and mapping.  
Manitoba has similar requirements for their Water Control Works and Drainage Licencing 
Section. Class 1 (ephemeral) and 2 (temporary) wetlands are eligible for drainage through 
registration to authorize the proposed water control works. Class 3 wetlands (seasonal) are 
eligible for drainage through authorization by licence. 

NEXT STEPS

ATTACHMENTS
Attachment 1 – Sample quotes from the engagement feedback
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