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WATER AVAILABILITY ENGAGEMENT - PHASE 1 FEEDBACK ANALYSIS

TOPIC: Requirement to hold plebiscite for transfers from Irrigation Districts

TOPIC
The requirement to hold a plebiscite to obtain approval of the irrigators for water transfers from

irrigation districts.

ASSOCIATED ISSUES

e Poor voter turn out related to securing transfer approvals through plebiscites. -

Encouraging improvement of water conservation measures in the district to enable transfers "
¢ Provide the ability for districts to finance conservatlon improvements through compensation .

from transferees.
¢ Provides an alternative to downsizing Ilcences

BACKGROUND

o Section 11 of the Irrigation Districts Act requires irrigation districts to hold plebiscites‘for all
water transfers unless a Ministerial exemption is granted (S.11(8)). '

o Voter turnout for irrigation district plebiscites is low and the time required to organlze the
vote can significantly delay water transfer decisions, which makes project tlmlng a problem
for both the district and anyone applying for a transfer

ENGAGEMENT FEEDBACK

° is against reducing current licence allocations set by Alberta Environment through the
Saskatchewan Basin Water Allocation Regulation in 1991 as those allocation limits
considered future efficiency gams and expansion within districts and continue to serve the
districts’ needs well. p
e Reductions in allocations do not create any actual water to replace what was available to
irrigators through the unused allocation. This impacts the ability fo expand irrigation and
exacerbates the fundamental problem of inadequate water supplies in dry years.

 lrrigators also believe any licence reductions will result in increased water use that, without a
buffer of the unused portion of the allocation, will further decrease instream flows, which can

already be below desirable levels.

e They also believe reductions in allocations will create winners and losers, leading to costly
litigation and negative publicity. 4

° sees the existing transfer provisions of the Water Act as the most logical way to
reallocate water in a closed basin. .

e With transfers, the transferee receiving the new allocation will typically provide financial
compensation to the transferor providing the allocation, thereby providing capital for the
transferor to implement water conservation measures that can in essence create water.

e To further improve the transfer system uggests modifying the requirement in the

Irrigation Districts Act (S.11) for irrigati icts to hold plebiscites for all transfers unless a
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-16(1)

Ministerial exemption is granted. They suggest a threshold should be set as a percentage of 17(1)

the district’s total licensed allocation, below which a plqbi§cite.womd'not be required. 21 (1)(b)
KEY CONSIDERATIONS - - = = .24(1)(a)
° members oppose any down-sizing of existing water allocations/licences.
° white paper was supported by all irrigation districts who made submissions to the

ment.

° sees the modification of the plebiscite requirement as a way to encourage water

rvation to allow water transfers to occur, as well as providing them with financial
means to make improvements in their districts.

ANALYSIS

° proposal to amend the Irrigation Districts Act addresses the goal of potentially
ing water availability in the South Saskatchewan basin by providing irrigation district$

with more freedom to approve transfers of specified volumes without resorting to plebiscites.

e The advantage is potential transfers can be approved in a timely manner allowing both the
district and the transferee the ability to plan with the assurance of approval, as opposed to
waiting for the results of plebiscites.

e Amending the Irrigation Districts Act will require Alberta Agriculture and Irrigation to take the
lead as it is their legislation. '

NEXT STEPS
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