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WATER AVAILABILITY ENGAGEMENT - PHASE 1 FEEDBACK REVIEW
THEME: Rainwater

THEME
The capture, storage and use of rainwater/precipitation as an alternative water source.

SUB-THEMES

The following are top sub-themes from we heard during the water availability engagement:

e Support for defining rainwater with mixed support for licensing and exemptions under the
Water Act

e Creating policy, guidelines and best management practices for capture, storage and use
Encourage rainwater use through incentives (grants/rebates/tax credits) and educational
programs

e Environmental considerations from diverting rainwater

KEY CONSIDERATIONS

e The Water Act does not currently specify whether rainwater or precipitation is included in the
definition of water.

ANALYSIS

e Engagement results indicate general support across sectors for defining rainwater under the
Water Act.

— Without clarity, it could be interpreted that any volume of rainwater could be
harvested, stored and used without a licence or oversight.

o Regarding licencing and exemptions, many survey participants don’t support regulating
rainwater capture, storage and use for small scale use but there was some support for
regulating and monitoring larger volumes of rainwater.

— Need to consider urban vs rural perspectives, purpose, method of collection, scale,
and volume.

— The agricultural sector would support licence exemptions for their sector.

— Licencing would require monitoring and reporting.

¢ On policy, guidelines, best management practices, stakeholders suggest to:

— Set guidelines and best management practices to encourage rather than regulate
rainwater use.

— Create water quality guidelines for consumptive uses, building codes and standards

— Develop policy to ensure rainwater is not a commodity that is bought or sold

e There was support for rainwater as an alternative source to treated potable water (i.e., for
municipal purposes such as watering lawns).

e There was strong support for incentives and programs to promote rainwater collection and
use (e.g., rain barrels, water collection systems, low impact development).

e Many non-government organizations, Indigenous communities, municipalities and public
survey respondents stated concerns with the potential environmental impacts of diverting
rainwater, including reduced surface water flow and groundwater recharge.
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POSITIONS .
Type Position Sector(s) Respondent(s) | Sample huote(s)
Regulatory Support for defining Utilities, WFL supports adding rainwater to the Water
rainwater in the Water partners, Act with the provision that rainwater harvest
Act municipalities, does not impact downstream water rights or

agriculture, industry,
NGO

Support for licensing

rainwater harvest over a

specified volume

Municipalities

natural runoff.

- this is a complex topic, and we
suggest that the definition be discussed at a
technical working group forum.

-—.—. - Rainwater can be defined, but from a
water quality perspective, both Alberta
Municipal Affairs and Alberta Health Services
have their own definitions.

Recommend including rainwater
capture under environmental conservation
leaislation rather than Water Act.

- Water is water and should be
included under the Act. By including rainwater,
the government has flexibility in proactively
addressing potential concerns with collecting
rainwater and ensuring equitable and long-term
access to water for all Albertans.

o - .- Ensure alignment with
EPEA and not cause conflict or contradiction.

- The amount should be based
on data and may differ from one location to the
next, depending on the state of the watershed
and potential impacts of collecting rainwater.
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Support for exemptions | Agriculture,
(if rainwater is licensed) | municipalities
Don’t support regulating | Utilities,

rainwater/licensing

municipalities, WFL
partners, NGO,
agriculture, oil and

reporting rainwater (for
large scale systems)

gas, public
Mecasurement and | Support for NGOs,
reporting measurement and municipalities

Policy

Support the
development of
guidelines, policies, best
practices

Municipalities, WFL
partners, utilities

e Bl S

.The amount should consider cumulative
impacts of multiple collectors.

exemptions should be considered for
Agricultural uses, such as greenhouses and for
existing facilities who have already invested
significant capital in rain water harvesting and
recvclina

exemptions for low impact development
projects

- Additional barriers to harvesting
rainwater, such as permits or restrictions,
should be avoided as the goal is to incentivize
and encourage rainwater harvesting.

- Recommend a combination of
legislated and voluntary water management
and environmental conservation targets and
best management practices rather than
licenses for rainwater collection, with
distinctions between agriculture, industry, and
household conservation measures.

S . -We do not support
rainwater being defined in the water act due to
the inability and near impossibility of quantifying
it and well as considering the quality of it.

- Have a mechanism for
monitoring/registering larger scale rainwater
capture systems. Also need monitoring and
assessment of how current rainwater capture
systems are influencing the water cycle/system,
in order to inform any decision made about
whether licencing would be appropriate.

. - standards to ensure
rainwater is collected that are "non-toxic”
—- —~-. - Ihe future focus should be on
allowing and encouraging rainwater capture

Classification: Protected A

21 (1)(b)

EA000-2025-G-39 Records #1 - 65 - 65



‘A’th&ftﬁ.ﬂ Government

Environment and Protected Areas

Water Use and Conservation
February XX, 2025

. -16(1)
17(1)

Alternative source
of water

Support for rainwater as
an alternative to treated
potable water

Utilities, WFL
partners,
municipalities,
NGOs, Indigenous
Communities, public

and use and developing guidelines to help
people understand best practices.

= - Align regulatory frameworks for
rainwater collection with building and
construction

_.__.._— Enabling rainwater use in urban
settings contributes to sustainable water
management by reducing reliance on
distribution systems and enhancing stormwater
management.

- The use of alternative water sources,
such as reuse water for industrial supply or the
use of rainwater, is critical for meeting growing
needs while preserving the availability of
municipal water.

Environmental
considerations

Support for maintaining
return flows/hydrologic
health

Utilities, Indigenous
Communities,
municipalities,
NGOs, public

supports adding rainwater to the Water
Act with the provision that rainwater harvest
does not impact downstream water rights or
natural runoff.

; - Rainwater is part of the
water cycle, and its interception does impact
our surface water resources. There must be
return flows to the system in some way.

- Limit/restrict ability to sell
collected rainwater.

- Regulatory framework should ensure
that large quantities of rainwater are not
captured with the purpose or intent to sell that
water/licence.

incentives, programs
and education

Financial No support for rainwater | Municipalities, WFL
as a commodity partner, public
Funding/Education | Support for funding Municipalities, WFL

partnership, NGOs,
agriculture, public

- support policies and incentives that
encourage rainwater collection in urban
settings to offset potable water use in non-
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potable applications, such as irrigation or toilet
flushing.

- All household rainwater uses should
be incentivized (definition of “household” should
be inclusive of multi-household dwellings such
as duplexes and apartments).
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WATER AVAILABILITY ENGAGEMENT - PHASE 1 FEEDBACK REVIEW ,
THEME: Rainwater ’ .

THEME b .
The capture, storage and use of rainwater/precipitation (including rain) as an alternative water ’
source. . .
SUB-THEMES : '

» Defining rainwater, licencing, and exemption from requlation under the Water Act.

» Specification of policy. gGuidelines, and ;-best management practices;-peticy.
«—Encouraging use via iAlternative-watersource :
* Incentives (grants/rebates/tax credits) and educational programs.
« Ecosystem health

o Health / monitoring?

KEY CONSIDERATIONS

.

| ANALYSIS .
* Engagement results indicate general support across sectors for defining rainwater under the -
Water Act. .

¢ Licencing and exemptions — many survey participants don't support regulating rainwater
capture, storage and use for small scale use but there was some support for regulating and
monitoring larger volumes of rainwater.
Need to consider urban vs rural perspectives, purpose, method of collection, scale,
and volume
— The agricultural sector would support licence exemptions for their sector
— Licencing would require monitoring and reporting
« On policy, guidelines, and best management practices, stakeholders suggested to:
— Set guidelines and best management practices to encourage rather than regulate
rainwater use.
— Specify water quality guidelines for consumptive uses, building codes and standards.
— Develop policy to ensure rainwater is not a commodity.
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e Support for rainwater as an alternative water source (i.e., for municipal purposes such as
watering lawns, because it doesn’t require treatment and isn’t using potable water).

« There was strong support for incentives and programs to promote rainwater collection and
use (e.g., rain barrels, water collection systems, low impact development).

» |t was suggested further engagement would be required through a technical working group.
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Position Sector(s) Respondent(s) | Sample quote(s)
Support defining Utilities, WFL supports adding rainwater to the Water Act with the provision
rainwater in Water | partners, that rainwater harvest does not impact downstream water rights or
Act municipalities, natural runoff.
agriculture, - this is a complex topic, and we suggest that the definition be
industry, NGO discussed at a technical working group forum.

.—.—- - Rainwater can be defined, but from a water quality
perspective, both Alberta Municipal Affairs and Alberta Health Services
have their own definitions.

- Recommend including rainwater capture under environmental
| conservation legislation rather than Water Act.
- - Water is water and should be included under the Act.
By mcludmg ramwater the government has flexibility in proactively
addressing potential concerns with collecting rainwater and ensuring
eauitable and lona-term access to water for all Albertans.
- Ensure alignment with EPEA and not cause
| conflict or contradiction.
Don't support Utilities, - Additional barriers to harvesting rainwater, such as permits
regulating municipalities, or restrictions, should be avoided as the goal is to incentivize and
rainwater/licensing | WFL partners, encourage rainwater harvesting.
NGO, - Recommend a combination of legislated and voluntary water
agriculture, oil management and environmental conservation targets and best
and gas, management practices rather than licenses for rainwater collection,
public with distinctions between agriculture, industry, and household
conservation measures.
| - We do not support rainwater being defined
in the water act due to the inability and near impossibility of quantifying
| itand well as considering the quality of it.
Support for Municipalities, _ . - The amount should be based on data and may differ
licensing rainwater from one location to the next, depending on the state of the watershed
harvest over a and potential impacts of collecting rainwater. The amount should
specified volume | consider cumulative impacts of multiple collectors.
Support for NGOs, - Have a mechanism for monitoring/registering larger scale
monitoring municipalities rainwater capture systems. Also need monitoring and assessment of
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rainwater (for large
scale systems)

cycle/system, in order to inform any decision made about whether
licencing would be appropriate.

- exemptions should be considered for Agricultural uses, such
as greenhouses and for existing facilities who have already invested
significant capital in rain water harvesting and recycling

exemptions for low impact
development projects

i - Limit/restrict ability to sell collected rainwater.
- Regulatory framework should ensure that large quantities of
rainwater are not captured with the purpose or intent to sell that
water/licence.

e e nurpuneew - Standards to ensure rainwater is collected
that are "non-toxic”
_. _ _._- The future focus should be on allowing and encouraging
rainwater capture and use and developing guidelines to help people
understand best practices.
- Align regulatory frameworks for rainwater collection with
 buildina and construction

...... supports adding rainwater to the Water Act with the provision
that rainwater harvest does not impact downstream water rights or

Support for Agriculture,
exemptions (if municipalities
rainwater is
licensed)
No support for Municipalities,
rainwater as a WEFL partner,
commodity public
Support the Municipalities,
development of WEFL partners,
guidelines, policies, | utilities
best practices
Support for Utilities,
maintaining Indigenous
ecosystem health Communities,
municipalities,
NGOs, public
Support for Utilities, WFL
rainwater as an partners,
alternative water municipalities,
source NGOs,
Indigenous
Communities,
public
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natural runoff.
<y v —s s |- Rainwater is part of the water cycle, and its
interception does impact our surface water resources. There must be

! return flows to the system in some way.

= - Enabling rainwater use in urban settings contributes to
sustainable water management by reducing reliance on distribution
systems and enhancing stormwater management.
- The use of alternative water sources, such as reuse water for
industrial supply or the use of rainwater, is critical for meeting growing
needs while preserving the availability of municipal water.
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Support for Municipalities, - support policies and incentives that encourage rainwater

incentives, WFL collection in urban settings to offset potable water use in non-potable

programs and partnership, applications, such as irrigation or toilet flushing.

education NGOs, e .= All household rainwater uses should be incentivized (definition
agriculture, of “household” should be inclusive of multi-household dwellings such
public as duplexes and apartments).
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