A{W” Government Environment and Protected Areas

Water Use and Conservation .24(1)(a)
February XX, 2025 -

WATER AVAILABILITY ENGAGEMENT - PHASE 1 FEEDBACK REVIEW

EXEMPTIONS FROM WATER AUTHORIZATIONS
THEME
Alberta establishes exemptions for certain amounts and categories of water activities and uses,
which allows Albertans to use or impact water without having to apply for an authorization
(approval or licence). Typically, exemptions are small and considered to be low risk, with
minimal or manageable effects to water users and the environment.

SUB-THEMES

Increase existing approval and licence exemptions for agricultural dugouts

Increase exempted use of stormwater

Increase exemptions for wetland replacement projects

Various new miscellaneous low volume, low risk, repeatable/standard activity exemptions
If rainwater is formally recognized as water, create specific exemptions

Appropriate balance is necessary to ensure water management isn't compromised

KEY CONSIDERATIONS

¢ Inthe engagement EPA asked about potential to expand current exemptions and new
exemptions that could be considered.
- Dugouts
Stormwater
Wetland replacement
Other exemptions
Rainwater )
e In summer of 2024, EPA reviewed exemptions provided in the Water (Ministerial) Regulatlon-
for expanded opportunities to make it easier for Albertans to access water.
- Exemptions remove regulatory barriers, improving potential availability for water users.
- As part of EPA's response to drought in early 2024, exemptions were flagged as a tool
that could locally improve potential for capturing water, when it is available, for later use..
¢ Aconsequence of exemptions is oversight is removed for activities that do not require
licensing or approval; compliance and the resulting impacts can be challenging to track.
- As exempted volumes of water use increase, there is greater potential to negatively
impact existing licensed water users in the system.

 Among most water users submitting feedback, there was generally high level of support for
the exemption ideas proposed to access water and remove regulatory barriers.

- Levels of support for specific exemptions, and use of exemptions overall as a regulatory
tool, is more split once broader and public audience feedback is considered.,

e Feedback noted awareness of exemptions (current and new) is important so everyone
knows what they can and can’t do. Exemptions have a recognized useful role but there was
notable hesitation and concern expressed about potential abuse of exemptions, and lack of
information and data about current or proposed impacts.
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