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Cover Photo:

Before joining the AWA as a conservation specialist, |

was invited out to capture and photograph the .
organization's bioblitz event in a beautiful part of ,ﬂ% Y'
southern Alberta:  Cypress Hills Interprovincial Park. - AQN
Upon waking on the first morning of the bioblitz (an all- . \‘&"‘a
weekend event where experts gather observations of all g
types of species) | was asked to join a group of talented J ‘a
botanists on their day searching for a rare aster within ? a
the rocky bands atop the Cypress Hills. Along the way,

we found North America's most poisonous plant,

numerous birds, bees, insects, and this young western terrestrial garter snake,
on the front cover. We snapped a few photos of this stunning being and
continued upwards to where the botanist team found the aster, Erigeron
radicatus (or taprooted fleabane). And, to celebrate, a few cartwheels were
done.

— Cameron Hunter, AWA Conservation Specialist
Editorial Note: E dzLju wdzLjO dzwy¢ L

This will be my last issue, at least for a while. I'll be
heading out on my own adventure by late October:
Motherhood! It's been a pleasure to lead this publication.
AWA's Sara Heerema, the current content reviewer, will
be stepping into the editorial role. As for this issue, the
common thread you'll find touches on what humans can
do for nature. From recording observations of the natural
world, to documenting our observations of those in
charge (and with the power to help or hurt nature), this
edition looks at how wild Alberta is partly carried by the
precious hands of people who can do something to
protect it — us.

- Amy Tucker, Outreach + Communications Specialist, and Wild Lands Advocate
Editor.
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Dedicated to the conservation of wilderness
and the completion of a protected areas
network, Alberta Wilderness Association is a
voice for the environment. Since 1965, AWA
has inspired coonmunities to care for Alberta's
wild spaces through awareness and action.
With a provincial office and library in Calgary,
AWA has active members, volunteers, and
sponsors throughout Alberta and beyond.
AWA is a non-profit, federally registered,
charitable society. Donations and financial
support are greatly appreciated.

Wild Lands Advocate is published four
times each year, by Alberta Wilderness
Association. The opinions expressed by
the authors in this publication are not
necessarily those of AWA. The editor
reserves the right to edit, reject or
withdraw  articles  and letters
submitted. Comments and questions
may be directed to

outreach@abwild.ca.
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