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Stewardship Report
Beehive Natural Area

Date: August 18-20, 2025
Objective of visit: Observe as much of the area as possible, looking for issues of interest
of a natural and human nature. The comments below are intended to build on the report

of August 29, 2023.

Observers: S. Heerema, L. Wallis, C. Hunter
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Map by C. Hunter
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Google Earth.
Brief description of route and activities:

Alberta Wilderness Association (AWA) staff spent 3 days in the Beehive Natural Area
region from August 19-20. We arrived at the boundaries of the natural area by vehicle,
following the access road along the Old Man River to Oldman River Falls. OHV use was
evident in the surrounding areas, especially along the Oldman River Road and
subsequent trail to Memory Lake, but no OHV trails were observed leading into the natural
area from the road. We hiked on foot to Memory Lake, then up to the base of Mt. Lyall
and then Beehive Mountain, and along the Great Divide Trail (GDT) before turning to
return to the Oldman River Falls trailhead. No inappropriate land use activities were
noted.
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Detailed description of route and activities:
Day 1: 14.5km, bordering Beehive, camp at Memory Lake

The first day of our Beehive trip started out early in Calgary, where we met up to divvy
gear and prepare coffee for the day. We drove south to the Oldman Falls trailhead and
continued a couple more kilometres down the potholed and weathered road before
leaving our car behind and beginning the trek.

We spent the first day on the outskirts of the Beehive Natural area, taking a look at OHV
trails and campsites bordering the Oldman River, and checking to see if any of these land
uses extended into the border of the natural area itself. The majority of the day, we walked
along the Oldman River Road, following the trail as it became smaller and more geared
towards OHV usage than vehicles. From what we saw the first day, no inappropriate land
uses within the Beehive were noticed. As we walked, we documented a cacophony of
birdsong, and Cameron started his eBird list. We saw many expected species, with
conifer forest specialists like Red Crossbills making an appearance, which we recorded
as they flew over, sounding potentially like Type 5 (Lodgepole Pine) subspecies.
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Figure 2: urveying vehicle tracks on the road to Memory Lake, outside of the borders of the Beehive.
Photo by C. Hunter.
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We took a side route into the large wetland clearing past where the majority of campsites
were located, and carefully made our way to a large beaver dam in the centre of the
wetland. Following the outskirts and trying to avoid getting soaked, we searched in vain
for the beaver who had constructed the enormous structure. Northern waterthrush,
common yellowthroats, and Townsend's solitaires were heard and seen near the wetland.
After this, the majority of the day was again spent following the road along the River. The
rain caught us off guard, but let off after only an hour or so, and the sky cleared up again
on time for us to spot Columbia Spotted Frogs (adults, froglets, and tadpoles) in the
shallow pools of water that had collected within old vehicle tracks.
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Figure 3: The large eaver dm ocate on te Beev border. Photo by L. Wallis.

Eventually turning off the road, we trekked up the Memory Lake trail into a more forested
area. The shepherdia canadensis that we saw along the track had a good amount of
berries on it, but not as flush as the ones in Kananaskis and the Bow Valley this year.
Surprisingly, we saw no recent bear sign, though we did find tracks of deer, moose,
canine, and feline, plus a curious set that might be a pack rat. A second surprise was
awaiting us there: Boreal toadlets! These small toads energetically jumped out from the
path before we stepped on them, and a few posed for a photoshoot. Arriving at our camp
at Memory Lake, just within the Don Getty Wildland Provincial Park boundary, more tiny
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toads were waiting near the shallow lake, along with small snails. We quickly set up camp
and made dinner on time to watch the sunset over the mountains. Cameron set up a
nighttime time-lapse to capture the stars while we slept, and we hung our food bags and
made our way to bed.

Day 2: 16.5km, Alpine walk and a small section of GDT, camp along GDT

- - 2 T == RN -
ns on Memory Lake in the early morning. Photo by S. Heerema.

Figure 4: Mountainrefe

We began the day enjoying the birdsong of Clark's nutcrackers and boreal chickadees,
watching the alpine glow on Mt. Lyall. Our hike began along the GDT, which we were
pleasantly surprised at. The water crossings were all bridged with fairly new bridges and
the trail was clear and easy to follow. We hiked through open, mature forest with some of
the largest subalpine fir we had ever seen, as well as lodgepole pine and spruce. The
understory was full of fungi and moss. There were very few plants still flowering, but we
saw some wintergreens and bronzebells.

The plan was to bushwhack uphill towards an unnamed lake at the foot of Mount Lyall,
as no trail was shown on our map. As it turned out, there was a well-travelled, cleared
footpath to the lake. We met a fellow who seemed to be a GDT hiker who had camped
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there the previous night. Both lakes held big swaths of purple flowers (asters or
fleabane?). The lake at Mount Lyall also had some yellow saxifrage.

From the lake, we attempted to pick our way uphill to the shoulder of Mt. Lyall. The walking
was hard lower down, but as we got higher, the trees thinned and a smattering of larch
appeared to go with the subalpine fir and spruce.

Gaining the shoulder, we emerged from the trees and were treated to a glorious view of
most of the Natural Area. There were a number of species of grasses growing on the
shoulder, along with a carpet of mountain avens and hedysarum, the latter of which had
been heavily feasted on by bears. The diggings were quite old, likely from this past spring.
A herd of a dozen or so bighorn sheep with lambs watched us cautiously as we climbed
upwards. Reaching the start of the bare rock, we turned back down the other side of the
shoulder and followed a steep route back to the treeline, noticing some eggleaf
beardtongue as well as the relational Sedum lanceolatum and Rocky Mountain
Parnassian as we climbed downwards.

i % N ‘
Figure 5: Climbing up the shoulder of Mt. Lyall to get an overview of the Beehive area. Photo by L. Wallis.
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We continued on through some thick forested areas and traversed a large boulder field
that met up with a small stream. We stopped for some food and to refill our water bottles
before once again beginning to climb upwards, this time aiming for Beehive Mountain
itself.

The climb towards Beehive Mountain started with a tranquil ascent along a small
mountain stream. The stream was littered with sulphur butterflies, skippers, and bees of
various species, which were a pleasant distraction. Continuing our climb, we approached
the base of Beehive Mountain. Nearing the pass, it was here that we began to follow the
slope back towards the GDT. Along our descent, we came across a number of whitebark
pine. We noted that most of the Whitebark pine was suffering from blister rust. After a
short bushwhack, we made it back onto the famous GDT. As we ambled along the trail,
we got a bit sidetracked, as the trail led us to a dead-end. The group decided to double
back in search of a cairn to steer us back towards our route to rest. After a short moment,
the trail was found, and we built a quick cairn to help future hikers. All that remained was
a small undulating section of trail that led us to a very pleasant camping spot in the valley
between Honeycomb and Beehive Mountain. It was here we set up camp and caught the
sunset as the day faded into night.

Day 3: 9km, GDT and out

Figure 6: Beehive Mountain in the early morning. Photo by C. Hunter.
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On our last day in the Beehive, we woke up for the sunrise and watched the alpenglow
hit Beehive Mountain, as fox sparrows sang from the creekside bushes. After making a
quick breakfast, we headed south along the Great Divide Trail to get back to our car. We
noted a few more whitebark pines (and possibly some limber pine?) on the walk, with
some signs of blister rust on their bark. We turned east off the Great Divide Trail at Cache
Creek campground. The forest was thick with mushrooms that we attempted to ID
between stream crossings, before arriving back at Oldman River Falls. We drove back
into town and spent a relaxed afternoon uploading photos to iNaturalist and IDing plants
using Lindsey's collection of field guides.
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Figure 7: Navigating through fallen trees while heading back to the car. Photo by S. Heerema.

Observations of recent human use and any inappropriate activities:

No inappropriate human use was noted. Signs of backcountry camping (fire pits) and
horseback riding were evident. Some sections of the trail were softer and pitted, collecting
water from equestrian use.
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Biological observations:

Birds (View the eBird list)

7 Spruce Grouse (1 Franklin’s)
1 Spotted Sandpiper

1 Swainson's Hawk

1 Red-tailed Hawk

1 Belted Kingfisher

1 Pileated Woodpecker

1 Eastern Kingbird

1 Warbling Vireo

1 Blue Jay

20 Clark's Nutcracker

3 American Crow

8 Common Raven

1 Black-capped Chickadee
15 Mountain Chickadee

11 Boreal Chickadee

13 Golden-crowned Kinglet
4 Red-breasted Nuthatch
4 Pacific Wren

1 American Dipper

1 Townsend's Solitaire

5 American Robin

9 Cedar Waxwing

14 Red Crossbill

16 Pine Siskin

17 Chipping Sparrow

3 Fox Sparrow

13 Dark-eyed Junco

2 Lincoln's Sparrow

1 Northern Waterthrush

1 Common Yellowthroat
21 Yellow-rumped Warbler
1 Townsend's Warbler

1 new world warbler sp. (Potentially MacGillvary's warbler, unable to confirm)

Amphibians (located just outside the border of the Beehive N.A.)
30+ Boreal (Western) toad, Anaxyrus boreas ssp. boreas (Designated as Sensitive

in Alberta)

12+ Columbia spotted frog, Rana luteiventris (Designated as Sensitive in Alberta)

Alberta Wilderness Association
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Figure 8: Columbia spotted frog (left), capturing images of Columbia spotted frog tadpoles (middle), and a
Boreal toadlet (right). Photos by C. Hunter.

Fungi

Figure 9: Blue Tooth (left) and a fungus that is likely Rose spindles (right). Photos by C. Hunter.

Purple spindles, Alloclavaria purpurea (Listed as vulnerable on iNaturalist)

Violet webcap, Cortinarius violaceus (Listed as imperilled on iNaturalist)

Rose spindles, Clavaria rosea (Listed as critically imperilled on iNaturalist)
(probable 1D but unconfirmed)

Larch waxy cap, Hygrophorus speciosus (Listed as vulnerable on iNaturalist)
(probable 1D but unconfirmed)

Blue Tooth, Hydnellum cyanopodium

Shaggy Mane, Coprinus comatus (Located on border of Beehive Natural Area)
Coral fungi

Shield lichen

Funnel sp.

Various bolete sp.

Pollinators

Green comma butterfly, Polygonia faunus
Rocky Mountain parnassian, Parnassius smintheus
Police car moth, Gnophaela vermiculata
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e Furcula gigans (caterpillar form)
o Hoverfly

o Sulphur butterfly sp.
 Fritillary butterfly sp.

o White/sulphur butterfly sp.

o Checkerspot butterfly sp.

o Blue butterfly sp.

o Gossamer-winged butterfly sp.
e Sulphur butterfly sp.

e Hesperiidae sp.

Mammals
e Bighorn sheep
¢ Red squirrel
e Groundsquirrel
« Signs of bear dig (old, maybe spring?)
o Pika
e Marmot (one, only heard)
e Long-tailed weasel, Neogale frenata (deceased) (Listed as vulnerable on
iNaturalist, and may be at risk in Alberta)
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Figure 10: Passing bighorn sheep on the shouldr of Mt. Lyall. Photo by C. Hunter.
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Plants

Day 1 (located just outside of the border of the Beehive N.A.):

Day 2:

Paintbrush

Clover (purple and yellow)
Ox-eye Daisy

Yarrow

Gentians

Shrubby cinquefoil

Showy aster

Bearberry

Lodgepole pine

Fireweed

Yellow rattle

Mountain Death Camus
Fringed grass of Parnassian’s
Raspberry

Alpine Strawberry

Fringed grass of Parnassian’s
Bronze bells

Wintergreen (pink and single-flowered), also known as Pipsissewa, Chimaphila

umbellata

Clubmoss

Subalpine fir (very big)
Douglas fir?

White spruce
Paintbrush

Cow parsnip

False dandelion
Subalpine or Lyall’s Larch, Larix lyallii
Yellow and spotted sassafrass
Bladder campion

June grass

Mountain avens
Parry’s Townsendia
Locoweed
Headysarum

Shrubby cinquefoil
Early cinquefoil
Hookers thistle
Yarrow

Scorpion weed
Eriogonum
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e Pussy toes

o Strawberry

o Beardtongue, Penstemon

e Senecio

e River beauty

e Sedum lanceolatum

o Forget me not

e Yellow columbine

o Black current

o Fireweed

o Western Roseroot (Western), Rhodiola integrifolia ssp. integrifolia
o Whitebark pine, Pinus albicaulis (endangered in Alberta)

o

by S. Heerema and L. Wallis.

Day 3:
e Whitebark pine, Pinus albicaulis (endangered in Alberta)
e Yarrow

o Twinflower

e Bunchberry

e Huckleberry

o Kinickinick

o Plantain

e Strawberry

« Wintergreen (pink and single-flowered), also known as Pipsissewa, Chimaphila

umbellata
e Meadow rue
e Harebells
e Subalpine larch, Larix lyallii
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o Lodgepole pine
e Old man’s beard
o Pearly Everlasting

Infrastructure and remediation observations: Some tree-fall clearing should be done
along the Great Divide Trail from underneath Beehive Mountain to Cache Creek, as well
as the smaller trails leading from the GDT to the Oldman River Road. Additional sighage
(such as more orange-tagged rocks or a designated trail sign) would be useful along this
section of the Great Divide Trail as well, especially in the areas above treeline where
game paths and alpine plants obscure the correct trail. Additional signage would be
beneficial to inform visitors of both the boundaries and allowed activities within the
Beehive Natural Area.

Other site notes: Two other individuals were passed on the Great Divide Trail, hiking
through on foot with camping gear. Evidence of equestrian use was clear from hoof prints
and pitting along the trail, as well as wooden hitching posts erected at a couple of camping
areas. Whitebark pine blister rust was noted on the majority of whitebark pine individuals
seen.

Summary: Beehive Natural Area has seen little change in overall site condition since
the last inspection. The area maintains a high degree of natural integrity with no
evidence of inappropriate land uses.
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