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Stewardship Report  
Beehive Natural Area 

 
Date: August 29, 2023 
 
Time: 12:30 PM – 7:00 PM 
 
Objective of visit: Observe as much of the area as possible, looking for issues of 
interest of a natural and human nature. The comments below are intended to build on 
the report of August 14, 2018. 
 
Observers: D. Earl, K. Halvorson 

Description of route and activities: Alberta Wilderness Association (AWA) arrived at 
the boundaries of the natural area by vehicle, following the access road along the Old 
Man River up to the Beehive Mountain trailhead (Figure 1). OHV use is evident in the 
surrounding areas, but no trails were observed leading into the natural area from the 

Figure 1: Route taken by AWA during 2023 Beehive Natural Area 
stewardship trip. AWA accessed Soda Creek trailhead from Old Man River 
Road.  
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road. On foot, AWA hiked 10 km total 
along Soda Creek Trail up to its 
intersection with the Great Divide Trail 
at the base of Beehive Mountain, 
returning along the same route.  
 
Observations of recent human use 
and any inappropriate activities:  
No inappropriate human use was 
noted. Signs of backcountry camping 
(fire pits) and horseback riding were 
evident along Soda Creek trail (Figure 
2). Some sections of the trail are softer 
and were pitted and collecting water 
from equestrian-use.  
 
Biological observations: 
Plants 

• Lodgepole pine 

• White spruce 

• Subalpine fir 

• Subalpine larch 

• Limber/Whitebark pine (Figure 3) 

• Shrubby cinquefoil 

• Yarrow 

• Hairbell 

• Paintbrush 

• Aster 

• Fireweed 

• Meadow-rue 

• Currant 

• Dogwood 

• Wolf lichen 
Animals 

• White-spotted sawyer 

• Drone fly 

• Halictini bee 

• Alfalfa looper moth 

• Spruce grouse  

• Ground squirrel 

Figure 2: Fire pits observed in Beehive NA. 
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Infrastructure observations: One sign demarcating the natural area has swung 
upside down along the access road. Previous reports have indicated that 
more/improved signage would be beneficial to inform visitors of both the boundaries and 
allowed activities within Beehive Natural Area.  
 
Summary: Beehive Natural Area has seen no change in overall site condition since the 
last inspection.  
 

Figure 3: One of Alberta’s endangered 5-needled pine species. Three young 
pines were observed growing in one of the open meadows along Soda Creek 
Trail. Without cones present, AWA could not identify if they were limber or 
whitebark pines. A few younger trees were also observed further up the trail.  


