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Beehive Natural Area - Pack Horse Trip July 26-28th, 2016

I just got back from a short horse pack trip in the Beehive - only 3 days on the trail.

- we started off at Old Man Falls and road past the trappers cabin. Along the creek - we lost the trail
and turned around to find it again going up the creek bank into the forest - sorry I did not have any
flagging tape on me to mark that or missed the marking further down stream.

-we cut out trees up Cashe Creek and along the main trail - not too many.

-lots of grizzly bear diggings along the grassy slopes

- a few motorcycle's have been into the Beehive Natural Area, but many more are ripping up the old
mine site to the north and into the basin to the north of the mine.

-we lost the trail again before the Beehive - great carins along the trail then nothing. But with 8
people and leading pack horses the outfitter took a beeline for a pass and I think that is where we
went wrong. Hunted around and found the GDT again.

- Fabian from Germany hiked into our camp at Memory Lake and once I found out that he was the
GDT hiker from Waterton about 2 weeks before who met my friends up at Font and who where on this
trip, he stayed at least 1/2hr to visit with all of us. He said he helped out on the GDT work to the
south

Wildlife:

Elk above Little Bear Lake on the grassy ridge. Cows, caves and a spike bull (6).
Sheep beds on the old mine site hill.

Tadpoles - thousands at Memory Lake.

Snails - Little Bear Lake and Memory Lake.

Grizzly bear diggings in the grasslands. No sign of scat on the trails???

Birds: grouse, chickadees, song birds, hawks,

Pika - above Little Bear Lake and on the old mine site (rock slides)

Wildflowers:

Are at their peak in the meadows.

Even Elephant heads at Memory Lake.

Rose Root, Parry’s Townsendia, Hair Bell, Groundsel (Giant Ragwort), Cow Parsnip,
Silky Phacelia, Yellow, Creeping and Blue Penstemon, Sitka Valerian, Rhododendron,
alpine 4 get me nots, pink &white, yellow/orange/red Indian Paint brushes, arnica’s,
cinquefoils, Bracted Lousewort, bronze bells, asters, nodding and chive/purple onions,
fireweed, death/white camas, Larkspur, Bladder Campion, strawberry, Spotted
saxifrage, sheep/mountain sorrel, yellow columbine, rock crest, one flower
wintergreen (wood nymph or Single Delight), Grass-of-Parnassus, dogwood, yarrow,
hooker’s thistle, Angelica, Western Anemone in seed, umbrella plant, yellow rattle,
Jacob’s ladder, northern gentian, Dwarf Sawwort (purple hawkweed), twayblade,
chickweed, Alpine Goldenrod, Block Twinberry, Yellow Hedysarum, orange agoseris,
twinflower, pink and white vetch

Roads:

- you can drive up as far as Slacker/Soda Creek. The bridge over Slacker creek as fallen into the
creek. ORV and trucks are driving through the creek to get further up the valley. There are two large
camping units abandoned along the OIld Man river -

three washed out creeks above Slacker Creek - (a 5th wheel and a bumper hitch trail).

They have been in there since the 2013 or 2014 floods. I feel that they should be moved out before
the next big flood takes down the river....not an easy task as one of the creek crossings they will not
be able to get around without a culvert! Forestry's and the owners of the trailers problem. There could
be more up there but those are the ones that can be seen from the road.
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ORV Damage:

Huge amounts of wet land destruction by 4 wheel ORV!!!! On the road/trail towards Memory Lake.
Lots of ORV traffic on the old mine site below Mt Gass. They are driving up on the reclaimed trails and
then driving up on the grass lands, ripping in deep trails. There is not suppose to be any traffic on this
mt. or hill side. This area is part of Don Getty Wildland Provincial Park. ORV are also coming into the
Memory Lake meadow - with many many trails into the lake and up the basin along the divide - this is
according to the ATV Trail Map by the Crowsnest Pass Quad Squad (a must have map).

Wendy Ryan
Pincher Creek
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