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Hunting, Trapping, and Fishing

AWA'’s mission is to “defend Wild Alberta through awareness and action.” That is, our goal is to defend
and preserve big wilderness. Hunting, trapping, and fishing are not central issues to wilderness
protection. Consequently AWA'’s position on hunting is neutral: we are neither for nor against it, as long
as it is well managed in ways that are humane, sustainable, and scientifically sound. Hunting is not the
primary threat to wilderness, habitat degradation and destruction is, and that is where our focus must
remain.

AWA believes that hunting, trapping, and fishing should be carried out humanely and sustainably. These
activities must not damage the long-term health of wild populations. We recognize and support
traditional harvest by Indigenous peoples and its role in reconciliation, and this too must be sustainable.
Ecological integrity, the mandate of the National Parks is the first priority.

We oppose the hunting of species that are threatened or endangered, as this is a threat to the ecology
of large wilderness. The precautionary principle should prevail: hunting, trapping, and fishing should
only be practiced where they can be proven, by valid and independent scientific studies, to not harm
wild populations.

Hunting must be done ethically and follow the concept of fair chase. AWA believes that the hunting
practice of bear baiting is unethical and wants its immediate end. AWA has a separate position on
Wildlife Economies and Game Farming. AWA has always opposed the domestication of wildlife through
game farming, including any sort of "hunting" associated with it. AWA does not support trophy hunting,
in keeping with the principle that the entire animal should be used. AWA does not support the
inhumane methods that may be used in trophy hunting, such as the use of dogs to hunt cougars.

AWA has a very large and diverse membership base, which includes hunters, trappers, and
fisherpersons, as well as people who oppose one or all of these practices. The one common goal of all of
our members is the preservation of wilderness which is primary wildlife habitat, and that is and will
remain to be our number one directive.

References:

1. Alberta Fish and Wildlife: Fishing, hunting and trapping regulations
https://www.alberta.ca/fishing-hunting-and-trapping-regulations.aspx

2. Alberta Fish and Wildlife: Hunting in Alberta
https://www.alberta.ca/hunting-in-alberta.aspx

3. Alberta Fish and Game Association

http://www.afga.org/

4. Canadian Wildlife Service: Migratory Birds Regulations in Canada: 2022
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/migratory-game-bird-
hunting/consultation-process-regulations/report-series/july-2022.html

5. Survey on the Importance of Nature to Canadians: A Federal-Provincial-Territorial Initiative
https://cfs.nrcan.gc.ca/publications?id=18641

6. Alberta Government: Alberta guides to hunting, trapping, and fishing regulations
https://albertaregulations.ca/
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Other Organizations’ Positions

American Forestry Association:

https://www.eforester.org/Main/Advocacy and Outreach/Position Statements/Main/Issues and Adv

ocacy/Position-Statements.aspx?hkey=7462747e-74fb-4ecd-8542-e089fdae5b8f

Canadian Wildlife Federation:
https://cwf-fcf.org/en/about-cwf/?src=menu
Defenders of Wildlife:
https://defenders.org/our-work

Ducks Unlimited Canada:

https://www.ducks.org/about-ducks-unlimited/ducks-unlimited-and-hunting

Friends of Animals, Inc.:
https://friendsofanimals.org/what-we-do/

American Humane Society:
https://www.americanhumane.org/about-us/position-statements/
The National Audubon Society:

https://www.audubon.org/about

National Geographic Society:
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/society/our-story/?nav_click
National Wildlife Federation:
https://www.nwf.org/About-Us/Our-Mission

Sierra Club Canada:

https://www.sierraclub.ca/about/

The Wilderness Society:
https://www.wilderness.org/our-mission-timeline

Wildlife Conservation Society:

https://www.wcs.org/about-us

Wildlife Society:
https://wildlife.org/tws-standing-position-hunting/

World Wildlife Fund:

https://wwf.panda.org/discover/our focus/wildlife practice/species news/wwf and trophy hunting/
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