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Dedicated to the conservation of wilderness
and the completion of a protected areas
network, Alberta Wilderness Association is a
voice for the environment. Since 1965, AWA
has inspired coomnmunities to care for Alberta's
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Cover Photo: While walking through a meadow of wild geranium, delphinium
and other colourful native flowers in 2006, | came across a handsome beetle
enjoying a sunny perch. Its beauty and its relationship with the flower seemed
so complete that | felt there was little more to tell when Amy asked me to
write about the photo for this issue of the WLA. Still, the encounter that day
triggered memories of Rachael Carson's 1960s warnings of the fragility of
nature and | was reminded of how absolutely good it was to see this insect
relishing droplets of water and pollen, as insects have always done. As | walked
further, my thoughts wandered to how endless the need is for loud voices
from fearless individuals and scientists, willing to take stands, from people like
Rachael Carson and the brave founders of the AWA. For 60 years AWA has
shared a vision for a safe and healthy environment and it has inspired people
to bravely stand, voice their concerns, and insist on making a difference.
Consider for a moment how 60 years of the AWA and a fearless conservation
movement forged the path toward the land protections and environmental
safeguards we know now. What would we see today without those who stood
up and spoke out? Today in 2025 we are witnessing unprecedented attacks by
our own governments on hard-won protective measures and policies
researched and written with dedication, collaboration and mindful science.
Will it mean the dismantling of decades of hard-won environmental
accomplishments? The challenge remains the same now as it was then, and |
believe those who care will stand up once again and the conservation
movement will be heard.

— Christyann Olson, former AWA executive director
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wild spaces through awareness and action.
With a provincial office and library in Calgary,
AWA has active members, volunteers, and
sponsors throughout Alberta and beyond.
AWA is a non-profit, federally registered,
charitable society. Donations and financial
support are greatly appreciated.
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