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vrged by wildlife group
to study dwindling numbers

By Peler Morlon )
{1 ferald statl wr llerl

Nolhing shorl of a lolol boan on
corlbou lnting Is going 1o help
-sova the 1opidly dwindling band,
Plerla hunters ond conservollon-

matnlain

his year, lhe provinchdl govem-
menl s plriming to restdct hunling
1o the Hinlon-Edson mrea In Oclob-
er, one of tive tegions whera cart-
homy herds ore found In e provines.

Rul, thal’'s pol good onough,
otcording lo the. 25.000 member
Aldberla Fish ond (Gome Assoclation,

“We hove asked the government
far o lotal closuee on ratthou hunt.
Ihg.” Don Hoydin, prostdont of the
25.000 inember ussoclalion. saya.

The province atill refupes o con-
slder o moralotlum on huniing,
. along wilh "unnecegsary Indusirial
aclivity”™ lo lind onl why the caclbou
Is dflng oll.

"Wn supporl the closire unill o
proper corlhou management plon ls
dtown up,” Done Pochal, o co-ordl.
ndlor lor the Alberla Wilderaraa
Asspclalion ond several olhor pro-
vinelal conscrvation groupn rold

“nodoy.
A recenl department ul fish nnd

wildlife sludy eslimales thol the

cotlbon population has seriously
decrensed in The last 15 yeors, bot-

toming oul now at belween 1,500
ond 1,500

In 1968. the populalion was esil-
maled al atimost 10,000 animols,

Lasl October, hunlers shol only
11 cosiboit, bul most ol them wera
brending bulls which are alreody
aendangated ‘because ol sharply
declining numbers.

However. for the second yeor In
a 1ow. the province has refused to
consider @ lolal -closure ‘as recom-
mendad by on Internal lish ond
wildlile report.

Tha report called lor tha closure

- whita an Inveniory and hablial

sindy Is done and @ managemen!
plan 3 drawn up,
. Tied McDougall, depuly mintsiar
4l renowable resouices, shid that
the decision on lhe restricied weo-
=én "is now ol o minlsterldl level.”
“Tharm would ba o exlramely
resitictivi season with some nor.
rowing of dgreas,”
Irom Edmonion

Conslder closure

McDougol! hinled thal the prov-
Ince maoy be consideting o lolal
closure lor the 1981.B2 v bul

MeDougall =ald *

yoars bul so far, they say a declslon
hos been made based on “poliical”
prassurea tather than from 1ecom-
mendolions of lthe deparimen! of
fish and wildlife.’

The Intarnal report, prepdred
eatlier this yoar, said lhal other
presautes, Including the o)l and gas
Indualry. logging and recreation,
have boon al leesl portially respon?
sible for declining populations.

* The report poinled oul that neor-
Iy all traditional conbou habliats In
the province hava olso been pom-

mitted to industrtal wrd recieational .

acilvily,

"1 don'i ses why selsmic crews
can’l Jusl cul one line and shave
dala.” retived foresier Gordon Wall
sald Irom his home hea Edson.

‘No sense’ :

"It jus! doesn’| moke ony szense
to have M or 15 crdwe gulng aver
the some ground.”

The on'y open area (hi loll will
be near Hinton, ond Willmore Wil
demnesa Pork whore, cccording 16
Edson blologist Mike Bloomfield, the
bond thore 1n under the greoclest

added thal “H would only ba latr” 1l
hunters were given o year warning,

Fish and ganie members have
Inen pushing a bom lor the pasl two

Bloomtield..-who Is working on a
stndy lrocing the migralory habits
ol the catlbou, aaid a moratotium
w:ould not necessarlly close the

. hunling seazon foraver.
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"People (hink that a movelorium
would be a pstmanenl ban.” Bloom-
fiald sold,

“That's just nol tiue. Many of
those agoinsl lhe ban don’l remetn-
ber a motalorlum was ploced on

caribou hunting In 1948 and 1949..

The closure won later Iled.”

Other bonds live In the Peoce

Riven area. neor Jasper. In the Cleor
Hills reglon and near Cold Loke ond
Forl MacMurkay.
»  Wall, who was chiel forester In
the-area lor 12 years during the
19408, suld he temambars. lha daya
whon Hierolly “hundreds and hun-
dreds ol caribou” would move lo-
grther in a herd,

Todoy. he sald he Is I'Ikely o apot
lurt one.

Carbou. he noled. are highly
wadilionol onimaola ond ore easil
dialutbed by human aclivity, Includ-
ing low.flylng olreralt ond nearby
industricl ond recreational aciivlly,

Besides, he sold. some sporlsmen
, Ihese days ore satislfied 10" shoot
' anylhing lor a Wrophy, Including the
vory young coibou.

“"Huntera thesa duya don know
thn dillarenca bolwesn a cow ond a

bull.”

20
i

Alberto canbou no fonger running in herds
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