AWD

ALBERTA WILDERNESS ASSOCIATION

"Defending Wild Alberta through Awareness and Action”

April 21, 2011

Alberta Utilities Commission

Facilities Division

Fifth Avenue Place,

4" Floor, 425- 1st Street S.W.

Calgary, Alberta T2P 3L8

Attention: Douglas A. Larder, Q.C., General Counsel

Alberta Environment

Regulatory Approval Centre

9" Floor, 9820-106 Street

Edmonton, Alberta, T5K 2J6

Attention: Director Central Region, Director Northern Region

filings@auc.ab.ca
Subject: Proceeding ID No. 203

To whom it may concern,
Re: HR Milner Power Plant Expansion Project — Grande Cache Area
Application 1604766
Proceeding ID 203
Submission of Standing

Please accept this letter as a Submission of Standing regarding Alberta Environment Application
No. 012-9814 and an Intervener Submission/Letter of Objection to AUC Application number
1604766 on behalf of the Alberta Wilderness Association.

The Alberta Wilderness Association (AWA) is a non-profit, federally registered, charitable
society and was founded in 1965 with a mandate to advance the protection and conservation of
representative wilderness areas in Alberta. This includes a focus on both terrestrial and aquatic
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ecosystems which are considered integral to the maintenance and well-being of all Albertans. As
an organization, the AWA seeks to enable Albertans to communicate effectively with
government, industry and other sectors of society on matters concerning the natural ecosystems
of Alberta. Our outreach work is achieved through communication, education, conservation and
advocacy, and performed on behalf of our members.

The AWA is a duly incorporated society and as such is a legal entity able to bring an appeal.
This organization does not rely on individual and personal impacts on their members in
establishing standing. Rather, the organization alleges that the decision to approve the HR Milner
Power Plant Expansion Project- Application 1604766, has a direct impact on the mandate and
activities of this organization. We request that a public hearing regarding this application is held.
Our ability to advocate on behalf of our members for the protection and conservation of Alberta
wilderness areas depends upon our participation in such processes.

The AWA'’s ability to properly advise our members, the public and other environmental groups
as to the management and conservation of wildlife, lands, and water resources is directly affected
by the decision of the AUC, and therefore requests that the Commission determine that the AWA
is directly affected by the proposed expansion.

Through its advocacy role, the AWA has been and continues to be actively and directly involved
in land-use management decisions, and stakeholder consultations held in consideration of
proposed developments. The AWA represents the interests and rights of its members, some of
which reside in the Grande Cache area. As the Alberta government has not established adequate
up-to-date wildlife policy and legislation that protects wildlife in Alberta, AWA serves a
necessary service to citizens of Alberta and those who cannot speak for themselves.

The AWA has been actively and directly involved in the protection of terrestrial and aquatic
ecosystems in, and adjacent to the proposed coal-fired power generation facility. This
organization objects to the proposed development based on the following concerns:

(@) In-stream flow needs of the Little Smoky River, as well as the water requirements of
communities downstream of this area. AWA opposes the extraction of 6 million m* of fresh
water annually (an increase of six times what is currently extracted for industrial use) and
discharge of wastewater into the Little Smoky River.

(b) Greenhouse gas emissions and climate change. The proposed project is expected to release
3.01 MT a year of CO, equivalent based on an emission rate of 762 kg CO, e/MWHh. The burning
of coal represents the single largest source of greenhouse gas emissions in Alberta. With respect
to these concerns, AWA will support the objections and actions of the Pembina Institute, as the
effects of increased GHG emissions and climate change will implicate all Albertans.

(c) Lack of cumulative impacts assessment for this region. AWA has repeatedly requested a
public inquiry into the cumulative impacts of resource extraction in this region. A public inquiry
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would facilitate the acknowledgment and consideration of a wide range of interests through
which the Alberta government, which holds this land in trust for its citizens, must represent.

(d) Impact of development and exploratory activities within the vicinity of Caw Ridge. AWA
has actively sought the protection of Caw Ridge, an alpine ridge of provincial and national
significance. Caw Ridge is noted as being one of six remaining unprotected biological hotspots
in the Rocky Mountain region, is representative of a relatively intact alpine ecosystem, and is an
imperative habitat to many wildlife species.

In summary, the AWA has demonstrated a longstanding, active and direct interest in the
protection, conservation and restoration of the terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems of the area
adjacent to the proposed development. The AWA therefore requests that the Board determine
that the AWA is directly affected. AWA requests that the AUC convene a public hearing to
consider the HR Milner Power Plant expansion project application.

Yours truly,
ALBERTA WILDERNESS ASSOCIATION

Madeline Wilson
Conservation Specialist
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