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The Peace be Dammed

Just days before Christmas, the joint federal-provincial panel charged with deciding the future of
the Peace River near the town of Fairview in northwest Alberta recommended that Glacier
Power Ltd.’s 100-megawatt run-of-river hydroelectric project be approved.

The dam is to be built across the entire width of the Peace River two kilometres upstream of
Dunvegan Provincial Park. It will be 11.4 metres high and house 40 turbines, ramp fishways, and
a boat lock. The dam will raise water levels immediately behind it 6.6 metres, creating a
headpond running back 26 km upstream.

AWA, along with Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society Northern Alberta, Peace Parkland
Naturalists, and the South Peace Environmental Association opposed the project, fully
participating in the project’s hearing. Concerns included the project’s impacts to fish and other
wildlife, and the loss of its wilderness character. Fish expert Dave Mayhood and fluvial
geomorphologist Dr. Michael Church presented evidence on behalf of the coalition.

Despite our valiant efforts, the Joint Review Panel, comprising representatives from the
Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency, the Natural Resources Conservation Board, and
the Alberta Utilities Commission, determined that the project was in the public interest, noting
that the net benefit to the region outweighs any potential negative effects. The panel’s report
goes to the federal Minister of Environment and the Government of Alberta, both of which are
responsible for the necessary approvals before the project can go ahead. The report’s executive
summary is available online at www.ceaa.gc.ca.

— Chris Wearmouth
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