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Sage Grouse — No Place to Dance

On Valentine’s Day, Alberta Wilderness Associataond five other conservation groups
announced the launch of a major lawsuit againgriddVinister of Environment John Baird for
refusing to identify critical greater sage-grouséitat. Environment Canada’s refusal could
mean that the sage-grouse will soon have no ptaperform its spectacular ritual mating dance
— and therefore little chance of survival.

The Federal Court lawsuit, brought by Ecojustice&tia on behalf of the six groups, argues that
failure to identify critical habitat in the recoyestrategy for the grouse amounts to a refusal to
enforce Canada'Species at Risk ACBARA.

The once widespread grouse has been listed asrigedal” since 1998 and now survives in a
remote area in southeastern Alberta and southweSeskatchewan. In addition to the federal
government’s refusal to identify critical habitaspite having ample scientific information to do
so, Premier Ed Stelmach’s Alberta government hiased to limit oil and gas installations in
grouse habitat despite having approved the 200&nmial sage-grouse recovery plan. Scientists
have clearly shown that oil and gas activity undee®s breeding and survival of greater sage-
grouse.

To support our efforts to save this endangeredispdmm extinction, please consider donating
to cover the high legal costs of this campaign.t®id Environment Minister John Baird and
Prime Minister Harper asking that they comply whk Species at Risk Aand immediately
amend the federal greater sage-grouse recovetggtran identify the species’ critical habitat.

— Joyce Hildebrand
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