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World Conservation Congress Recommends Canada 
Protect More Boreal Forest 
 
The World Conservation Congress, held in November 2004, approved a resolution for Canada and 
Russia to strengthen their efforts to conserve boreal forest. There is a particular emphasis on large-scale 
conservation of boreal forest, which scientists are finding is critical to maintain present ecological values 
and services, through the establishment of protected areas as benchmarks, as well as the use of 
environmentally sustainable practices where industrial development does take place. 
 
The resolution urges Canada and Russia to “recognize, preserve and protect ecological processes 
through which the overall health of boreal forest regions have been sustained, using community-based 
and ecosystem-based land use planning, especially before tenure allocation, to maintain forest health 
structure, ecological functions, compositions and biodiversity, carbon reservoirs, and indigenous cultural 
values over the long term.”  
 
The resolution also supports continuing research and funding, the development of innovative polices and 
practices, restoration of areas impacted by industry, the involvement of indigenous and local 
communities, land managers and others to “encourage the effective management of boreal forests and 
their protected areas.” It emphasizes incorporating scientific and indigenous knowledge, and public 
perspectives in ecologically based land use planning to help achieve the conservation of natural and 
cultural values. 
 
Canada and Russia contain most of the world’s boreal forest regions in the northern hemisphere. The 
resolution recognizes the importance of the boreal ecosystem for its freshwater; its unparalleled carbon 
storing capacity in trees, soil and peat; its rich array of wildlife; and its cultural significance to indigenous 
peoples.  It points out that much of boreal forest is publicly owned and that land use planning should 
precede allocation of industrial uses and new roads. 
 
In December 2003 the Canadian Boreal Initiative released an ambitious plan, The Boreal Forest 
Conservation Framework, which promotes a conservation approach for the entire boreal. The goal of the 
Framework is “to conserve the cultural, sustainable economic and natural values of the entire Canadian 
boreal region by employing the principles of conservation biology to protect at least 50% of the region in a 
network of large interconnected protected areas, and support sustainable communities, world-leading 
ecosystem-based resource management practices and state-of-the-art stewardship practices in the 
remaining landscape.” 
 
A new report sponsored by the Wildlands League details viable alternatives to clearcutting in the boreal. 
Written by forestry professor Andrew Park of the University of Winnipeg and his colleagues, A Cut Above: 
Alternatives to Clearcutting in Canada's Boreal Forest represents the first systematic assessment of 
alternative approaches to clearcutting in Canada's boreal region that would maintain critical ecological 
elements of the forest such as old trees and species diversity. The report also discusses the economics 
of alternative approaches, concluding that in some cases, there would be immediate cost savings for the 
forest industry. 
 
Among the alternatives recommended in the report for Canada's boreal forests are the protection of 
seedlings and young trees during logging; staged approaches to canopy removal known as "shelterwood 
logging"; and the removal of individual trees and groups of trees, called "selection logging,” a practice that 
is more common in Canada's southern forests. 


