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Bighorn Update

By Tamaini Snaith, AWA Conservation Biologist

Our efforts to protect the Bighorn Wildland have taken a new and interesting turn this summer. We
launched the Bighorn Recreation Use and Impact Monitoring project. This project is part of our Alberta
Wilderness Watch program, which is an initiative in environmental stewardship throughout the province.

With the project in the Bighorn, we hope to be able to produce scientifically defensible documentation of
the local effects of recreation on our wilderness. We also hope to deter illegal and damaging use by
creating a research presence. Of course, whenever we observe illegal use we will report it to the
government.

Our efforts to achieve legislative protection for the Bighorn Wildland will receive new life in the fall with a
re-launch of our Bighorn Campaign. Watch for outreach events, action alerts and new information on the
web page.

AWA stewardship programs are created to involve recreationists in volunteer stewardship activities.
Volunteers are helping us to collect data on recreational use and its impacts throughout the Bighorn. If
you are interested in becoming an Alberta Wilderness Watch volunteer, please contact us for more
information and a training package.
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